Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



k 



d-ch^i^Jc^ 






I 



r 



r 



"^ 



REVISED 

ODDFELLOWSHIP ILLUSTRATED. 

THE COMPLETE 

REVISED RITUAL 

OF THE 

LODGE AND ENCAMPMENT 



AND THE 



REBEKAH DEGREE, 
PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 



WITH AN HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE ORDER, AND AN INTRODUC- 
TION AND CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE CHAR- 
ACTER OF EACH DEGREE BY 

• Pres't J. Blanchard of Wheaton College, 

AND FOOT-NOTE QUOTATIONS FROM STANDARD AUTHORITIES 

OF THE ORDER, SHOWING. ITS CHARACTER 

AND TEACHINGS. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: 

EZRA A. COOK, PUBLISHER, 
1881. 



^ ',' 



5KE NEW yo:::{ 



PiL'Lic u:z:.:.\.Y 
46926R 

ASTOR. Lrr- :.. .\.:n 






$6(^ 



e? 



Bntered according tu Act of Congress in the year 1881. 

By EZRA A. COOK, 
In the office of tlie Librarian of Congress at Washington, D. O. 



PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 

Is this ritual accurate and the analysis of it fair and 
candid? is doubtless the question which interests *the 
reader most. 

That the Sovereign Grand Lodge changed the rituiil 
of the Order mainly because of the extensive circula- 
tion of our published ritual entitled " Odd-fellowship 
Illustrated," is conclusively proved by the statements, 
both verbal and written, of many members of the 
Order, besides admissions in the public prints, which 
announced that the Revised Ritual would be furnished 
to the lodges and Encampments in January, 1881. 

Before that date we Jiad propositions to furnish the 
new ritual as soon as it was issued. One of these prop- 
ositions was accepted with an agreement that ample 
proof of the accuracy of the ritual should accompany 
or follow the copy. 

The signs, grips, passwords, etc., which are known as 
the secret or unwritten work of the Order, were given 
to the lodges and Encampments orally, but all of the 
rest of the ritual was furnished them printed in what 
are called " Charge Books." The three " Charge 
Books" containing the ritual of the lodge and En- 
campment were furnished us, and every line of the 
ritual was carefully corrected thereby. 

The secret work had been taken down in short-hand, 
and even the description of the signs, grips, etc., is 
given in the very words prescribed by the Sovereign 
Grand Lodge. 
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4r PREFACE. 

As to the fairness and candor of the Analysis of the 
ritual, each reader must judge. It seems to us that the 
statements niade are all conclusively proved by quota- 
tions from standard and acknowledged authorities, and 
that the conclusions drawn are perfectly logical. Not 
the enemies, but the friends, founders and exponents of 
the Order are cited as witnesses. 

This volume is on the same plan as " Freemasonry 
Illustrated" and ''Knight Templarism Illustrated," 
which are acknowledged to be the most comprehensive 
and valuable works on the subject in the market. 

In the preface of "Odd-fellowship Illustrated," first 
issued in 1874, we remarked that " careful observation 
shows that very few honest men care to pay for being 
put through ridiculous boys'-playxeremonies, even with 
solemn charges sandwiched in between, especially if 
they know what they are beforehand/^ We are most 
thoroughly confirmed in the opinion just quoted. The 
official statistics of the Order quoted on pages 25 and 26 
of this volume show that not only has the growth of 
the Order been stopped, but its membership reduced; 
and we think this is largely due to the wide circulation 
of our former ritual of the Order. As the present 
ritual is a great improvement on the other, in that it 
contains most valuable information in reference to the 
origin, history and character of the Order, we are en- 
couraged to hope and pray that its circulation may be 
still more potent, both in keeping men out of the lodge 
and leading others, especially Christians, to see that 
Odd-fellowship is a false religion and therefore utterly 
at variance with the religion of the Bible. 

; The Publisher. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

# 

« 

Satan the God of This World— Secret Orders the Modem Form of his Ancient 
Idolatrous Worship— Grosh claims for Odd-fellowship Kin with All Other 
Secret Associations— Initiation lo the Odd-fellow what Regeneration is to the 
Christian— Worship Paid to Devils— The Ancient Mysteries— The Devil's Cari- 
cature of Salvation by Christ— Christian vs. Odd-fellow Joy — Odd-f ellowa'Mil- 
lennium Without Christ — How men can Practice Fellowship with Dcmons-The 
* ' Irrepressible Conflict " of the Ages— Cudworth on Ignorant Paganism as 
Devil- Worship- -Wresting the Scriptures and Scripture Symbols— Odd -fellow- 
ship promises Best to the Soul. 

When Satan asked Christ to worship him he asked 
to be recognized as the "god of this world;" for the god 
of its worships is the god of the world. Moses, Deut. 
32: 17; and David, Ps. 106: 37; and Paiil, 1 Cor. 10: 20; 
and John the Divine, Rev, 9:20 and 16:14, speak famil- 
iarly of false worships as paid to devils, or evil demons. 
These demons are represented, throughout the Scrip- 
tures, as fallen angels and spirits of the wicked dead. 

The deluge of secret orders, Odd-fellowship among 
them, are the modern forms of these old idolatries, 
which sunk the lost nations, from Egypt down. The 
proof of this is abundant. 

In Grosh^ p. 91, the highest Odd-fellow authority, we 
read: 

" Among all the Mysteries of the Ancients, those 
celebrated at the city of Eleusis, hence called the Eleu- 
sinian Mysteries, are best known. These were copied 
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from the Egyptian, and bore a correspondence to all 
similar institutions, and hence an account of one is, in 
the main, an account of all the others." 

On the preceding page (90), Grosh explicitly shows 
these heathe^ worships to have been counterfeits of 
Bible religion, thus: " What regeneration by the word 
o{ truth is in religion, initiation is in Odd-fellowship. 
In this, as in many other particulars, our institution 
has instinctively, as it were, copied after nearly all 
secret associations of a religious and moral character. 
In Egypt, the most ancient among the ancient king- 
doms, an institution of this kind existed from the 
earliest period." Again (page 92): '^ 'Prom the earliest 
ages to the present day, there have been similar associ- 
ations, founded upon the same general principles, with 
similar rites and ceremonies.'" Again, same page: 
^' These rites and cereinonies were originally of a religious 
character, copied * * f^om a divine iis-8TiTtTTi0N."( !) 

If the object of this fundamental authority in Odd- 
fellowship (Grosh) had been to declare the'^secret wor- 
ships to be counterfeits'of the religion of the Bible he 
could not have spoken more clearly. And if so, every 
ceremony and prayer in Odd-fellowship is worship paid 
to devils. 

But he is more explicit still. Thus (page 91): " ' It 
was a leading characteristic of all the ancient rites, 
that they began in sorrow and gloom, but ended in light 
and joy; they were all calculated to remind men of 
their weakness, their ignorance, their helplessness, and 
their sinfulness of character; * * and the rising of the 
just to life eternal and immortal- " ( !) If this language 
does not describe a counterfeit repentance, soul-sorrow 
for sin, leading to " the joys of salvation," then it is 
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impossible for words to describe such counterfeit. 

The learned Scotch Pivesbyterian Macknight, in his 
" Preface to the Ephesians," collects from Bishop War- 
burton and old Roman and Greek writers the same ac- 
count of these old mysteries given by the Odd-fellow 
Grosh. The following are extracts from Macknight: 

"Each of the heathen gods, beside the worship paid 
to him in public, had a secret worship to which none 
were admitted but those who were prepared by previous 
ceremonies;" that is, each pagan shrine or temple was 
a lodge. These worships were paid, in Egypt, to Isis 
and Osiris; in Asia, to Mithras; in Samothrace, to the 
Mother of the gods; in Boeotia, to Bacchus; in Cyprus, 
to Venus; in Crete, to Jupiter; in Athens, to Ceres and 
Proserpine; and in other places, to an incredible num- 
ber. "For," as Zozimus tells us, ''These most holy rites 
were so extensive as to take in the whole race of man- 
kind." 

Another old writer, Proclus, describing these myster- 
ies gives, as will be seen in this volume, an exact de- 
scription, of the rites of Odd-fellowship. Thus: "In 
the most holy mysteries there is a terror diffused into 
the minds of the initiated." And, " In the lesser mys- 
teries matters were so contrived that the person to be 
initiated, at his entrance, was filled with inexpressible 
horror." And, " It seems, darkness was dispelled by 
the sudden flashing of light," etc. 

Thus the Freemason is horrified by being led, stripped 
and blindfolded, by a rope about his neck, till knocked 
down as Hiram Abiff. The Odd-fellow is led blindfold 
in chains, the hoodwink is dropped, and he confronted 
with a grinning human skeleton. The same terrorism is 
practiced by other scenic methods in the Mormon En- 
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dowment House, and the same eflfects are produced in a 

4 

small way in every little temperance lodge, by the 
night-mystery and mock solemn lectures and obliga- 
tions. 

Thus says Odd-fellow Grosh: " All the ancient rit^s 
began in sorrow and gloom, but ended in light and 
joy." This is the devil's caricature -of salvation by 
Christ through repentance and faith:, leading through 
sorrow for sin to '''joy in the Holy Ghosts Indeed, this 
is that '• Divine institution " which Grosh says Odd- 
fellowship was* 'copied from "(page 92). And in its 
nature and eifects it resembles salvation as whoredom 
resembles marriage — one leading to hell, the other to 
heaven. Hence idolatry is branded as soul-adultery 
throughout the Bible. Christ is the bridegroom jn the 
Scriptures, the devil in the lodge. Christians, in wor- 
ship, are sanctified by the Holy Ghost; lodge-men are 
mesmerized by demons. 

Both systems lead through sorrow to joy — Christ's to 
^'joy unspeakable and full of glory ^'^ (1 Pet. 1: 8); the 
lodge's to the joy of a frolic. The Hebrews, on the 
great day of Atonement, " afflicted their souls," while 
Christ was offered in symbol to cleanse them from their 
sins "before the Lord" (Lev. 16:29); and they were led 
to "rejoice in the Lord" and "joy in the God' of their 
salvation " (Hab. 3:13), while idolatrous Hebrews were 
led* to an Odd-fellows' dance around a golden calf. 
Christian joy is holy and therefore eternal: lodge joy is 
jollification and therefore empty and evanescent. The 
Christian sings: 

* ' And every power find sweet employ 
In that eternal world of joy." — Watts. 

The Odd-fellow sings: 
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* • O, what pleasure 'tis to meet 
With friends so blithe and Jolly. 



—Oddfellows' Mirutr4l, p. 86. 

Any who will patiently consult these quoted authori- 
ses will find proof abundant and superabundant that 
Odd-fellowship is part and parcel of the false worships de- 
vised by Satan t© mislead men, by turning them, through 
worship of himself,f rom finding their way to God through 
Christ; that initiation is counterfeit regeneration; and 
Satanic mesmerism, of sanctification by the Holy Ghost. 

And, like Christianity, the lodge proceeds from par- 
ticulars to generals; from false salvation of persons to 
a false millennium for the race. Grosh, amid a multi- 
tude of like promises of an Odd-fellows' millennium 
without Christ, on page 141 says, if men should become 
imbued with the principles of the Fourth Degree, 
" happier families and more loving nations would ban- 
ish clashing interests, discordant feelings, hoary preju- 
dices and wrongs from our earth, and make the world 
a Paradise." 

And this " Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of 
Man" is to be produced by Odd-fellowship, — a society 
whose name is a burlesque; whose origin a dramshop; 
its ritual devil worship, and its membership open only 
to " free white, males of 21 years," excluding, by book, 
" Chinese, Polynesians, Indians, half-breeds and mixed 
bloods " (Donaldson, page 321), and shutting out all 
women into a contemptible Rebekah's Degree ! A uni- 
versal brotherhood and millennium excluding at least 
nineteen-twentieths of mankind! 

But as the thousands of Odd-fellows are our neigh- 
bors and enlightened Americans, how can it be, one 
asks, that they practice that ^^ fellowship with devils^^ 
which Paul denounces (1 Cor. 10:20), and which has 
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universally fcursed and degraded mankind? The an- 
swer is: Satan, the god of this world charms them, as 
other serpents charm their victims. But if these secret 
orders are Gentile worships paid to demons, why have 
not good men found it out long since and warned their 
fellow-men of the horrible fact? 

The answer is: the Bible is replete with warnings, as 
also the writings of eminent Christian scholars, down 
to the present Sadducean age of materialistic unbelief. 

Take the following extended extracts from Cud worth's 
'' Triie Intellectual System of the Universe ^^' published 
first in London, 1678, and again issued at Andover, Mas- 
sachusetts, in 1837, with repeated intervening editions, 
thus endorsed by the piety and learning of Europe and 
America for more than a century and a half. This 
great and learned writer says: 

" There is a perpetual warfare betwixt two polities or 
kingdoms in the world; the one of light, the other of 
darkness: and our Savior, Christ, is appointed head or 
Chieftain of the heavenly militia, or the forces of the 
kingdoni of light. There will be, at length, a palpable 
and signal overthrow of the Satanical power and the 
whole kingdom of darkness." — True Intellectual Sys- 
tem of the Universe^ Vol, 1^ p. 263. 

This leadership of Christ against Satan runs through 
the whole Bible. Thus, in the Garden, he appears as the 
"serpent-bruiser to come;" in Moses, as the Paschal 
Lamb, whose blood shelters and saves; in Joshua, as 
"Captain of the Lord's host;" in the prophets, as the 
suffering Conqueror; in the Gospels, as " the Son of 
God;" in the Acts and Epistles, as the one Mediator 
and only " way " to God; and in the Apocalypse he ap- 
pears " the Lamb ift th^ midst .gf the throne," " slW 
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from the foundation of the world;^^ and the Drama of 
Time closes with " the battle of God Almighty," be- 
tween, the hosts of Satan and of Christ. 

Such was the universal belief of Christians before 
Satan had chloroformed the churches by false worships. 
It is still the belief of honest receivers of the Bible. 

In the fourth chapter of his wonderful book, Cud-* 
worth teaches: 

"That the pagans were devil worshipers, not as 
though they intended all their worship to evil demons 
or devils as such, but because their polytheism and 
idolatry, unacceptable to God and good spirits, was 
promoted by evil spirits; that others besides pagans 
worshiped devils, as proved by their bloody and obscene 
rites and mysteries, especially man-sacrifices, which the 
God of Israel neither required nor accepted; and that 
their religion, unsound in its foundation, was more 
corrupted and depraved by four things, viz.: The igno- 
rance and superstition of the vulgar; licentious figments 
of poets and fable-mongers; the craft of priests and 
politicians, and lastly the imposture of demons or 
devils." 

Now pages might be filled with quotations from Ma- 
sonic and Odd-fellowship authorities declaring the 
identity of their orders with those ancient mysteries 
condemned by Paul as too vile for description. Their 
identity consists in their human origin, their deception, 
their lying legends and high-sounding professions. 

They infest Christian lands to find members who 
" have visible means of support," and so can pay "dues," 
yet boast universal fellowship with heathen tribes who 
have no '^visible means of support;" and the legion of 
tempera^(^ and other inferior orderg needs no proof of 
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its identity with Masonry and Oddfellowship but the 
closeness of their imitation, and their swindling and 
imposing on mankind in the name of one popular vir- 
tue and another. 

And they light on the Christian Scriptures as night- 
bugs on green trees, devouring their leaves and robbing 
them of their glory. They appropriate everything in 
the Bible but Christ, who is the substance of the Book. 
They seize on the Scripture narratives, symbols and 
morals (cutting out the name of Christ where it occurs), 
to give dignity to their frivolity and vulgarity and cover 
their robbery of the money and religion of the people, 
as pirates run up the flags of the vessels which they 
board, rob and scuttle. These accursed pests have 
scuttled nations, from Egypt down. 

Turn over their Manuals and look at their pictures. 
The Holy (metallic) Bible; the mimic Ark of the Cove- 
nant; the Brazen Serpent, representing Christ's sin- 
offering, whom they east from their prayers; the Stone 
Tables of the Law; the Dove of the retiring deluge, 
and the rainbow-pledge that it is not to return. What 
are these but emblems filched from the Bible to give 
seeming sanctity to an opposition religion, and cover 
the corruption of a mutual aid society which takes three 
dollars in dues and pays back one in benefits! (See 
Sovereign Grand Lodge Rep.,, 1880.) 

This might be borne, or charged to the account cur- 
rent of human foUy^ but that Odd-fellowship, as the 
following pages will show, is part of a conspiracy to 
subvert the true religion and destroy our race, promis- 
ing men " rest to their souls'"' by the Royal Purple De- 
gree, and all tb^ benefits of Christ's peaceful reign. 
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while rejecting Christ himself." (See Grosh, page 28b 
and pages 95, 292-3), * 

This book is intended as a complete remedy for Odd- 
fellowship, as "Freemasonry Illustrated" is for that 
order. Its ritual is given with the latest changes made 
by the Sovereign Grand Lodge in 1880 to defeat former 
exposures of its secrets, confirmed by its own authority 
in the notes, and its nature dissected by a thorough 
analysis. 
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CHAPTER I. 

*' The institution of Odd-fellowship originated in 
Manchester, England, in 1812, although isolated lodges 
existed in various parts of the country for some time 
previously. * * * On its institution in Manchester 
[England], the main purpose of Odd-fellowship was 
declared by its laws to be to render assistance to every 
brother who may apply, through sickness, distress or 
otherwise, if he be well attached to the Queen and gov- 
ernment and faithful to the order/' — Chamber's Ency- 
clopedia^ Art. Odd-fellows. 

Odd-fellowship was organized in North America in 
1819. 

"*Thos. Wildey and four others organized Washing- 
ton Lodge No. 1, in Baltimore, Maryland, April 26, 
1819, to work according to the usages of the London or 
Union order. A lodge was organized in Boston March 
26, 1820, and one in Philadelphia December 26. 1821, 
both of which received grand charters from Baltimore 
in June, 1S23. At the same time a grand charter was 
granted to the Past Grands in New York." — Ayrierican 
Encyclopedia., Art. Odd-fellowship. 

Some writers have claimed great antiquity for Odd- 
fellowship. Of this claim Rev. A. B. Grosh, a Past 
Grand and Past Chief 'Patriarch, states that well-mean- 
ing members of the order, '' confounding principles with 
the institutions embodying them, have claimed equal 
antiquity for both." * * * That " the greatest ex- 
ertion of tradition was to make our great forefather, 
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Adam, the founder of the order/' ♦ ♦ ♦ 44 (jj^^nj 
Sire Wilder, during his visit to England in 1826, f>ro!^ 
cured from one of the lodges there an emblem repre- 
senting Adam laying the foundation stone of the order, 
which emblem he presented to the Qrand Lodge of the 
United States." — Groshfs Manttal, pp. 17^ 18. 

Odd-fellowship made very little progress during the 
first ten years of its history. '* Its founder and mem- 
bers were comparatively obscure men. Its name excit- 
ed prejudices which their convivial practices confirmed 
and thus obscured its merits from the more strict and 
respectable class of .humane men." — GrosKs Manual^ 
p. 29. 

Like Freemasonry and kindred secret orders. Odd- 
fellowship requires belief in a deity, and has, in connec- 
tion with its ritual, religious ceremonies and prayers, 
and has also a prescribed burial service. On this point 
the history of the order is interesting. Its enthusiagtic 
votary and historian states that — 

" The order as founded by Brother Wildey was sim- 
ply a humane institution — its main objects ^rere to re- 
lieve the brethren, bury the dead and care for the widow' 
and orphan. But gradually," he continues, "there 
was infused into its lectures and charges much moral 
and (unsectarian) religious instruction; and at each 
revision these principles were increased, and deepened 
and strengthened, until its beneficial and relief meas- 
ures, from being ends, have become means to a higher 
and greater end — to improve and elevate the character 
of man; to imbue him with conceptions of his capabil- 
ity for good; to enlighten his mind; to enlarge the 
sphere of his aflfections, and thus to lead him to the 
cultivation of the true fraternal relations designed by 
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the Great Author of his being I Brother Wildey 
planted the seed and cultivated the tree. It bore fruit 
richer and better than he had anticipated. * He builded 
better than he knew.' But as Founder and Architect 
he dwelt in the temple which he had i:eared for more 
limited objects. His cherished aims and details were 
all retained, but directed beyond the merely social and 
physical to the moral and spiritual — ^to lift its members 
up to their proper position — to hold man to a strict 
standard of duty — ^^to impress him with the value of 
character among his fellows, and lead him to a true ap- 
preciation of his whole duty, whether to God, himself, 
or to his brother man." — GrosJCs Manital^ p. 34. 

Odd-fellows exclude from their order all women, the 
totally deaf, dumb and blind, men with chronic diseases 
(say consumption), an infirmity which may prevent a 
man's gaining a livelihood, Indians, half-breeds, ne- 
groes, Chinese, Polynesians — all races and colors except 
the pure' white Caucasian are excluded from member- 
ship in the order. (See White's Digest Laws, etc., of 
the Right Worshipful ^rand Lodge I. 0. 0. F. of the 
United States, sections 1101, 195, 1097, 3099, 1090)- 
Thirty or forty dollars is the customary price of 
initiation. Three black balls excludes a candidate. 

*' The Grand Lodge of the United States, organized 
January 15, 1825, held its first annual communication 
February 22d following, but immediately adjourned to 
March SOth following, when its officers were installed 
and reports received showing four grand and nine sub- 
ordinate lodges in connection." — GrosKs Manual^p.35. 

Until 1829, degrees were conferred in the lodge-room 
on Sundays. (See Grosh's Manual, p. 36). 
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In 1842 the Grand Lodge of the United States unan- 
imously severed its connection with the Manchester 
Unity, and, says Rev. A. B. Grosh, "in view of the fact 
that the Unity had altered the ancient landmarks, vio- 
lated the principles and changed the work of the order, 
and attempted to invade our chartered rights, the Grand 
Lodge of the United States declared itself the only 
fountain and depository of Independent Odd-fellow- 
ship on the globe." 

" The Manchester Unitv, in accordance with its fre- 
quent threats, subsequently attempted to establish 
lodges in this country, but failed. Our National Grand 
Lodge attempted establishing lodges in Great Britain, 
but failed also," — Grosh' s Manual, p. 40. 

In 1844 five Past Grand officers revised the entire 
ritual of Odd-fellowship. 

In 1843 or 1844 a movement commenced to change 
the basis of representation in Grand Lodges and Grand ' 
Encampments, which representation had become very 
unwieldy. 

" The election of grand officers being held only in 
grand bodies, few beside- the nearest resident Past 
Grands and Past Chief Patriarchs could participate 
therein. All this centralization of absolute power be- 
came more and more grievous as the order increased, 
until a general demand was made for a limited repre- 
sentation by annual elections in the subordinate, and 
for the election of grand officers by voting in the sub- 
ordinates. Such a great change was naturally resisted 
as an invasion of * vested rights,' and dangerous to the 
stability of the institution." — Grosh' s Mamial^p. 42. 

From 1847 to 1851 the agitation of this question 
caused a prolonged storm, which threatened permanent- 



HI8T0EICAL SKETCH. 26 

ly to divide the brotherhood. At length, howerer, a 
satisfactory adjustment of difficulties was made. 

In 1851 Schuyler Colfax, of Indiana, " reported the 
'pegree of Rebecca' for the wives of Scarleft Degree 
members." — GrosK's Manual^ p. 44. 

In 1852 the " London order of Odd-fellows " (Eng- 
land), numbering 233,000 members, proposed a union 
with the order in America, which was declined*. 

In 1853, Grand Lodges of Odd-fellows existed in all 
the States and some of tha Territories. 

The annual celebration of the anniversary of Odd- 
fellowship (April 26, 1819) commenced in 1859. 

In 1863 the order was prospering in the Sandwich 
Islands and " in danger of dying out " in Vermont. 

In 1867 the Grand Lodge of the United States de- 
cidedly refused to make alterations in its ritual or secret 
work. 

Grosh claims that Odd-fellowship has "moulded into 
a kindred likeness of benevolence not a few institutions 
nearly as powerful for good as itself." — Grosh' s Man- 
ual^ jp. 49. 

During the Centennial year, 1876, tte Grand Lodge 
met in Philadelphia. From the statistics there report- 
ed we quote the following: 

Number Grand Lodges , . , 48 

Number Subordinate Lodges 6395 

Number Grand Encampments 39 

Number Subordinate Encampments 1756 

Number Lodge Members 454,689 

Number Encampment Members 87,450 

Total Relief $1,698,868.92 

Total Revenue. $4,714,241.70 

Prom report of Grand Sire M. J. Durham, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. ,G. L. U. S. Proceedings (1876), p. 6748. 
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September 20, 1880, the Grand Lodge met at Toronto, 
Canada, and changed its title to the *' Sovereign Grand 
Lodge," as the body had jurisdiction over Switzerland, 
British Columbia, Chile, and the Lower Provinces of 
British North America, Ontario and Quebec. 

On page 8209 of the published proceedings, the Grand 

Sire gives the following statistics: 

Number Grand Lodges 50 

Number Subordinate Lodges 6,975 

Number Subordinate Encampments 1842 

Number Lodge Members 440,783 

Number Encampment Members 79,511 

Total Revenue $4,391,215.35 

It would be a serious error to add together the number 
of lodge and encampment members, for probably fully 
nine-tenths of the encampment- members hold lodge 
membership also, and are included in the lodge statistics. 

It will be observed that in the space of four years 
this order has lost 13,906 lodge members and 7,939 en- 
campment members. 

Some of the "general correspondence" connected 
with reports from Grand Lodges is interesting. On 
page 8,228, the report from Iowa gives 10 new lodges, 
two '* reclaimed'!; and one "surrendered," with a net 
loss in membership of 122. On same page Kentucky 
reports two new lodges and six surrendered, with a loss 
of 250 in membership during the year. On page 8,283, 
Ohio reports a loss of 1,030 lodge members and 240 
encampment members, and Ontario of 163 lodge mem- 
bers. On page 8,234, Pennsylvania reports a loss of 
3,749 lodge members and 1,434 encampment^members. 
On the same page Rhode Island reports a loss of 213 
lodge members. None of the States show large gains, 
and on page 8,236 L. B. Hills, Grand Secretary ajid 

Grand Scribe of Wisconsin, says: " I regret to say that 
our encampments are in a chronic decline." 
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During the Anti-masonic excitement which followed 
the abduction and murder of Captain William Morgan, 
Odd-fellowship properly suffered with Freemasonry. 
" In Massachusetts the order died away. ^In Rhode 
Island ♦ * * it took no root. In New York all 
growth was stopped. Almost everywhere the excite- 
ment lessened the numbers or prevented increase."-i- 
Oroah's Mantial^ pp. 36^ 37. 

In 1868 the National Christian Association, opposed 
to all organized secret societies, was formed in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, and in the name and strength of 
the triune God lifted up the standard of supreme love 
to God and equal love to man, in opposition to these 
secret, counterfeit brotherhoods. Soon afterward this 
Association began the publication of a semi-mouthly 
paper, the Christian Cynosure^ which later became 
weekly. Additions now began to be frequently made 
to the scanty library of anti-secret literature. In 1874: 
a correct exposition of the ritual of Odd-fellowship was 
published. There was a good demand for the book and 
overwhelming proof as to its authenticity was from 
time to time received frcnn members of the order. In 
1880 this work had reached its tenth edition of 2,000 
volumes each. Some colored men, among others, ob- 
tained the book, organized lodges, and took out a char- 
ter for a Grand Lodge of I. 0. 0. P. A. D. (The Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd-fellows of African Descent). 

The Grand Secretary of this brotherhood wrote to 
Ezra A. Cook, under date of January 81, 1881 , as fol- 
lows: 

" Dear SiV— Having obtained a few copies of your 
Odd-fellowship Illustrated, Exposition of all the Degrees 
of the Lodge and Encampment, and the Rebekah or 
Ladies^ Degree, eighth edition^ revised^ about two years 
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ago, fifteen of us, who at that time had just withdrawn 
from the Manchester Unity, on receiving your books at 

, opened a lodge in , and called it ' Key of the 

West; * . * ♦ We tried the work and found that 
quite a number of Odd-fellows recognized the work as 
being genuine. * * * We then sought admission 
into a legally organized lodge, but we being men of 
African descent (negroes) could not be admitted. 
Then we formed a Grand Lodge and sent a petition to 
Springfield and Were incorporated." * * * 

One may readily see many reasons why anj^ prosper- 
ous institution would dislike to make frequent changes. 
The unanimous vote of the Grand Lodge in 1867 
against alterations in the ritual, as well as the following 
from their laws, shows Odd-fellowship to be no excep- 
tion to this general rule. 

Section 35 of the laws of Odd-fellowship is as fol- 
lows: 

'' The unwritten work of the order shall in nowise 
be altered or amended, except by a unanimous vote of 
this Grand Lodge; nor shall the written work of the 
order be in anywise altered or amended, except with the 
concurrence of four-fifths of the members of this Grand 
Lodge." — White's Digest Laws^ etc., R. W , G. L. U. S. 

In August, 1880, the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the 
world met in Toronto, Canada, and altered its secret 
ritual and written work, and adopted the following res- 
olutions: 

" Resolved^ That the revised Initiatory, Degree and 
Encampment work, as adopted at this session, shall go 
into operation on the first day of January, 1881, and 
from the time it takes effect be the only lawful work, 
and any other or different work^ declared illegal and 
void. 
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'* Resolved^ That Grand Secretaries and Grand Scribes 
in the distribution of the revised work be charged 
with the collection of the Charge-books containing the 
old work, and that said officers be authorized and direct- 
ed to burn or destroy the same and make report of the 
result to the Sovereign Grand Lodge." 

From the foregoing sketch of Odd-fellowship, the 
facts of which have been taken from writers approved 
by the highest authority of the order, we learn that the 
order is of English origin. That it was formed by 
humble, improvident laborers for the relief of those 
whom their own prodigality combined with the 
crushing burdens imposed on laborers by the aris- 
tocracy of a dissipated, semi-despotic government, 
left in a destitute condition. That after being 
imported to America it gradually assumed as its 
chief work the divine task of leading mau 'Uo a true 
appreciation of his whole duty, whether to God, him- 
self, or to his brother man." (Grosh's Manual, p. 36). 
That the order puts beyond the reach of its charities, 
remarkable instructions and other privileges, all who 
are in apparent danger of needing charitable assistance. 
That although only about sixty-two years old it has , 
several times altered its so-called secret ritual, and uses 
great care to prevent those which it excludes from its 
temporal and financial benefits from enjoying its moral 
and spiritual admonitions, lectures and advantages also. 

Odd-fellowship during the last fifty years has become 
strong numerically and financially, buf. if it is founded 
upon the sand, ^' great will be the f^^ll of it," 



CHAPTER. II. 

CHARACTER OF ODD-FELLOWSHIP. 

The main object of English Odd-fellowship seems 
from its own history to have been conviviality and 
sensual gratification. 

Its founder in America seems to have had a little 
higher aim, and these convivial proclivities being ex- 
cluded, his professed object was to develop the humane 
traits of caring for the sick, the widow and the orphan. 
While intoxicating beverages are forbidden in the 
lodge-room, much to the credit of the order. Odd-fel- 
lowship is far from being a temperance organization, or 
even an aid to the temperance cause. Though wine, 
beer and whiskey may not be served in the lodge 
(though a flask of liquor from some intemperate mem- 
ber's pocket is occasionally passed round in committee- 
room), at the close of each meeting it is a general cus- 
tom for members to adjourn to saloons; and Grosh's 
description of an early meeting of the order gives us a 
fair picture of such a saloon gathering of the Odd-fel- 
lows of to-day. He says: 

"The beer-miig, the pipe and the toast circulated 
freely, as the song and jest excited their mirth and 
hila,rity, until by frequent repetition,calling for increased 
indulgence, it is no wonder that the noble objects of 
their meetings were too frequently made secondary to 
mere sensual gratifications." — GrosJi's Manual^ p. 23. 

A Christian gentleman of this city tells us that b^- 
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for^ his conversion he attended the meetings of the 
order; and his lodge, which was and is one of the aristo- 
cratic lodges of Chicago, after adjournment used to go 
to a saloon and there indulge in smoking, drinking, 
card-playing, jesting and filthy conversation, the mem- 
bers often entertaining each other by rehearsing the 
false stories about important lodge work, etc., which 
they were accustomed to tell their wives iit order to ac- 
count for not returning home until one or two o'clock 
in the morning following lodge night. 

The ninth section of the United States Constitution 
contains the following clause: *' No title of nobiliiy 
shall be granted by the United States." This clause 
was not inserted without good reason, and Odd-fellow- 
ship by educating half a million American voters to 
use and love such titles shows itself an enemy of Amer- 
ican civilization. It calls its collective bodies Grand 
Lodge, Supreme Grand Lodge, Grand Encampment, etc., 
and the officers, even of the subordinate lodge, assume 
the titles of Noble Grand, Past Grand and Vice Grand, 
r and in the Encampment we have a Chief Patriarch, 
High Priest, etc. The ordinary history in some parts 
is so interlarded with grandiloquent titles as to nauseate 
a refined and sensitive taste. 

A comparison of some of the pompous assertions of 
this order with certain of its laws^ rules, etc., shows its 
character to be hypocritical and false. 

On page 99 of Grosh's Manual it is stated that " Odd- 
fellowship is a miniature representation among a chosen 
few of that fraternity which God has instituted among 
men/ Few as are those who would represent it, the 
great principle is wide enough for all. On the broad 
platform of brotherhood all nations, parties and sects 
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can meet and freely mingle in offices of needed kind- 
ness and mutual well-doing. Fraternity, therefore, is 
the corner-stone on which our forefathers based our 
order. Fraternity in the family of mankind illustrated 
in our family, the Wge and the order. As all men have 
God for their father, all are brethren." 

With the above or similar statements which abound 
in Grosh's Manual, compare sections 195,1090,1097 
and 110 L of White's Digest of Laws, Decisions, etc. 
- These and others show that Odd-fellowship, the so- 
called illustration of the fraternity of mankind, ex- 
cludes from its fellowship the defenseless, the poor, the 
weak and afflicted: 

1st. All women. 

2d. All colored men, Polynesians, negroes, Chinese, 
Indians and half-breeds — all persons except free white 
Caucasian males; and of these it excludes 

3d. All afflicted with chronic diseases, such as con- 
sumption; also the deaf, dumb and blind. 

4th. All others who, on account of poverty, are 
unable to pay their dues, or on account of three 
enemies in the lodge are unable to secure a clear 
ballot. 

While persons who have to struggle against the dis- 
advantages of an unpopular color, infirmity, disease or 
poverty need, if there is to be any discrimination, the 
favorable consideration of the strong, it is evident that 
Odd-fellowship is a menace against that fundamental 
principle of our civil government that all men are 
created free and equal. 

The professed benevolence of the order is thus seen 
to be a sham and pretense. At best it is but a mutual 
insurance society, and a fourth-class on^ at that, for 
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much more is expended on regalia and other lodge 
expenses than is i)aid out in " benefits." 

The attempted defense of such a waste of money is 
on a par with the most popular line of defense of the 
Hquor traffic, as the following quotation shows: 

*' The cost of our decorations has been employed in 
giving needed labor (and by that labor honorable sub- 
sistence) to hundreds and thousands of industrious men, 
women and children. So far, then, it has not been 
expended in vain." — GrosWs Mantcal, p, 56. 

It is thi}s admitted that thousands are employed in 
the manufacture of the emblems, jewels and regalia in 
which Odd-fellows deck themselves in the name of 
benevolence. 

As to the valuable educational influence of these 
trinkets, gewgaws and " horse collars," let us hear the 
testimony of Mr. Grosh: 

*'When the humble and grateful Mary (Mark 14: 
3-9, and John 12: 3-8) took a pound of spikenard, very 
costly, and anointed the head and feet of Jesus, there 
was complaint that the expensive article had not been 
sold for the benefit of the poor. But Jesus declared 
that the act had a utility worthy of its cost^ a'ld remind- 
ed them that the poor could bo remembered at any 
other time and in some other manner. So, if our 
regalia and emblems tend to increase our benevolence 
and stimulate us to greater activity in well-doing, then 
is their manufacture no idle work, their cost no useless 
expense. Tho food or raii^ent that money would have 
purchased would, in a few months, have been consumed 
or worn out.*" — GrosKs Manual, p, 56. 

To compare the waste of money for lodge regalia^and 
cheap jewelry with the loving tribute of a forgiven 
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sinner for her Divine Savior, is little short of blasphe- 
mous, and the attempt to prove that the cultivation of 
a love for gaudy display tends to increased benevolence 
will certainly amuse if it does not disgust every candid 
person. 

That there is no benevolence in the payment of the 
benefits of the order is further shown by two brief quota- 
tions from page 64 of GrosWs Manual: "That we require 
the poorest applicant to contribute as much as the wealth- 
iest, is true." " We pay the rich member, when sick, 
the same amount per week that we pay to our poorer 
brethren." This ought to forever settle the question 
of the *' benevolence " of the order. 

Odd-fellowship not only maintain^ a most qlannish 
and partial brotherhood of selfishness, but encourages 
hypocrisy. On page 97 of GrosKs Manual^ we read: 
" The world may move in a vain show, each man striv- 
ing to disguise himself from others, often even from 
himself, but in our lodge-room we expect brethren to 
lay aside the deceitful mask, and look each other 
lovingly in the eyes, knowing and known of each other 
as they are." 

A devil's brotherhood indeed ! Such a morality would 
befit a gang of thieves. "Lay aside the deceitful 
mask " when you are with the gang, your brethren, is 
the teaching of this " noble order." 

But the crowning objection to this order, and the one 
beside which all others pale into insignificance, is the 
fact that 

ODD-FELLOWSHIP IS A CHRISTLE88 RELIGION. 

In Grosh's Manual, page 181, is found a GhriBtless 
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prayer, and on the previous page the following explan- 
atory note, which we copy in full, italicizing the same 
words that are italicized in the Manual, and which show 
the evident intention to exclude Christ. 
The note is as follows: 

'* Adopted by the Grand Lodge of the United States, 
to exclude prayers offensive to members of the order in 
many of our lodges. It also ordered that on all 
occasions of the order, ' the same spirit as observed in 
the foregoing, shall be strictly followed by the officiat- 
ing clergyman or chaplain.' " 

*' It is desirable and eminently proper that all lodges 
should open and close with prayer! Each subordinate 
may determine for itself upon opening and closing its 
session with prayer, and may determine upon the form 
to be used." — Digest G. L, U. S,, p. 123. 

On this point we have the most unequivocal declara- 
tions. On page 90 of GrosWs Manual^ we read: " What 
regeneration by the word of truth is in religion, initia- 
tion is in Odd-fellowship." On page 98, same book, we 
read: " May your initiation and consequent practice aid 
in releasing you from all blindness of moral vision, set 
you free from the fetters of ignorance and error, and 
bring you from a death in selfishness into a life of active 
benevolence and virtue." 

It is doubtless true that very few Oddfellows realize 
fully this Christless yet professedly soul-saving charac- 
ter of the order, for it does not carry on an open war 
against Christianity. On this point we quote from 
page 174 of a valuable work by Kev. J. H. Brockman, 
entitled, Odd-fellowship Judged by its Oton Utterances: 

" The lodge also suffers no new-comers to look into 
its secret designs and plans, but uses them, unconscious 
to themselves, as tools, and only by degrees instils its 
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false doctrines into them. Their eyes are "darkened; 
they are gradually, without observing it, turned off 
from the word of God and the church, become more 
indifferent to the preaching and the sacraments; the 
panegyrics and boasting of the many good works are 
sweet music to the natural heart, and the doctrine of 
being made good by our own virtues pleases more than 
repentance and faith, and so they are gradually, without 
knowing it, converted to the doctrine of the order. The 
forbidden communion with unbelievers exercises a 
fearful influence, and that is the reason why so few who 
have joined with the intention of investigating the 
subject, come to a perception of the false doctrines and 
withdraw from the lodge." 

Though the entire ritual, signs, grips, passwords and 
other secrets of the order are published to the world, 

ODD-FELLOWSHIP IS A SECRET OEDEB. 

The work of the order is done in a guarded lodge- 
room, and no " book Odd-fellow," if an honorable man, 
will enter an Odd-fellows' lodge pretending that he has 
paid his fees and is a loyal member of the order. 

It is also true that no real Christian, having seen the 
true character of the order, can innocently remain a 
member; nor, having seen its anti-Christian character, 
can he innocently refuse to lift a warning voice against 
the institution, notwithstanding the fact that former 
lodge brethren will denounce him and endeavor to in- 
jure his character for so doing. Whileygood men differ 
as to the duty of disclosing the so-called secret work 
or ritual of the order, the Word of God seems plain. 
It is doubtless safe to assume that no Christian knowing 
the obligations and teachings of the order would ever 
join, and therefore such ignorantly fall into sin. Indeed 
it is clear from Leviticus 5: 4, 5, that even if the lodge 
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obligation proved to be only a promise to do good, guilt 
would be incurred ajid: confession must follow. 

He must help fulfill the declaration of Christ, ^^There 
is nothing hidden that shall not be revealed/' He 
must show others the character of the order, and he can 
not do this fully without forever renouncing his lodge 
allegiance and revealing the secrets of the institution. 

A clear-minded, wise student of the history and 
character of Odd-fellowship will see that the only hope 
for the real and permanent change of the order from 
Deism to Christianifcy is, first, to receive Christ as the 
only Redeemer from sin of every kind and the source of 
all real friendship, love and truth. By thus letting in 
the " light of the world '' all its organized secret ways 
will be abolished. . Its clannishness, putting men into 
layers, each upper one pledged to concealment from all 
below, will* be changed. Its grand titles will vanish. 
Its exclusion of all except "free white males" will 
cease. Supreme love to God and equal love to man will 
change the name and nature of this foe of the home, of 
our simple and sublime American principles, and the 
pure Christian church, into a Sabbath-keeping, Bible- 
obeying Christianity. 
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CHAPTER III. 

InitiatoryDegeeb." 



OPENINQ CEREMOJnES. 

The following are the ceremonies and ritual prescribed by the Soyerelgn Grand 
Lodge I. O. O. F., session of 1880, at Toronto, Canada. 

Noble Grand (pne rap) — Officers, take your respective 
stations; Guardians, secure the doors. 

After the Guardians have closed the doors, no one shall be admitted Into the 
lodge-room until It Is regularly opened. 

Noble Grand — Warden, examine the brethren in the 
lodge-room. 

It Is the duty of the Warden to receive the explanation of the password of the 
current term from every member before the lodge Is opened. If he thinks proper 



NoTs 1.—*^ There has been much speculation as to the origin of the institution 
of Odd -fellowship. Some have dated It as far back as Adam, who was said to 
have laid the foundation-stone of the order.**— 2>onal(i9on'a Pocket Compan- 
ion, p. 14. 

NOTK 2.—" Upon the petition of Ave brothers of the Order, In good standing, 
praying for a Charter to open a subordinate Lodge, or of seven Patriarchs for one 
to open a subordinate Encampment in a State, District or Territory where a 
Grand Lodge or Grand Encampment has not been established, the Grand Lodge 
of the United States will grant the same . Such Lodge or Encampment will be 
organized by a Past Grand or a Past Chief Patriarch, by authority from the 
Grand Sire. Such petition, accompanied by the charter fee (thirty dollars), 
must be forwarded to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of the United 
States, at Baltimore, Maryland. The form of the petition Is similar to that sub- 
mitted to a State Grand Lodge.**— Z>(7na£(feon*« Pocket Gompanionjp. SO. 
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he may require the pasiword also, and he Is not required to respond with anf 
part of them. 

Warden (having completed the examination)— All is 
right, Noble Grand. 

If any one present Is without the explanation to the password of the current 
term the Warden shall report to the Noble Grand. 

Noble Grand — Vice Grand, what is your duty in the 
lodge? 

Vice Grand — To act in conjunction with you in main- 
taining order; to require brethren to be decorous during 
lodge hours; to enforce, in your absence, a due observ- . 
ance of the laws; and to assist you in the performance 
of your duties. 

Noble Grand— Yice Grand, examine your Supporters. 

Vice Grand — Right Supporter, what is your duty? 

Right Supporter — To observe that brothers give the 
signs correctly and behave properly; to report to you 
the names of such brothers as do not conduct themselves 
according to the regulations of the order,* and to occupy 
your chair temporarily, when vacated by you during 
lodge hours. 

Vice Grand — ^Lefk Supporter, what is your duty ? 

Left Supporter — To act in conjunction with your 
Right Supporter, and to officiate for him in his absence. 

Vice Grand — My officers are correct, Noble Grand. 

Noble Grand — Secretary, what is your duty? 

Secretary — It is to keep accurate minutes of the 
transactions of this lodge. [When the duties are di- 
vided between a Recording and a Permanent Secretary, 
the answer of the Recording Secretary ends here, and 



NoTX 8.— "Grand Sire Wlldey, during his tIbU to England. In 1836, procured 
from one of the lodges there an emblem representing Adam laying the founda- 
tion-stone of the order, which emblem he presented to the Grand Lodge of the 
United States.**— &roaA'« Manuai, p, 17. 
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the Permanent Secretary gives the remainder]. To 
keep correctly the accounts between this lodge and its 
members, without prejudice or partiality; to receive all 
moneys^ due this lodge, and pay the same to the Treas- 
urer. 

NcbU Grand — Warden, what is your duty? 

Warden — To examine the brethren with circumspec- 
tion before the lodge is opened; to give the charge of 
office on the initiation of a brother; to place and re- 
place the regalia in a i^areful way, and to report to you 
any damage it may have received. 

Noble Grand — Right Supporter, what is your duty? 

Right Supporter — To support you in keeping order; 
to execute your commands; to assist at the initiation of 
a candidate; to open and close the lodge in due form, and 
to see that the signs are given correctly. 

Noble Grand — Left Supporter, what is your duty? 

L^ Supporter — To see that brothers who enter the 
room are in proper regalia, and give the signs correctl)'^; 
to officiate for your Right Supporter in his absence, and 
to assist at the initiation of a candidate. 

Noble Grand — Outside Guardian, what is your duty? 



NoTB 4.— "That we require the poorest applicant to contribute as much as 
the wealthiest, Is true, as It Is a matter of necessity-. Equality In payments Is 
essential not only to equality In benefits, but also In feelings. We aim to abol- 
ish all considerations of wealth or poverty In our fraternity t to make all feel that 
as Odd-fellows, at Itsast, they are not only brethren, but equals. He who did not 
pay an equivalent would* feel degraded at receiving benefits: would feel that they 
were not his Just due, but alms. Under this feeling of dependence on his 
wealthier brethren, he would not feel free to act and speak in opposition to their 
wishes — would not feel that he had an equal right to direct the expenditure of 
our funds, or the affairs of the order. Hence we pay the rich member, when 
sick, the same amount per week that we pay to our poorer brethren. We would 
conserve the independence of the latter, and exclude all feeling of moneyed 
superiority from the former. They must not only be told that all are equal, but 
they must be made to kn9w^ to bsalizb It In every possible way, that they may 
freely act on It under all circumstances. " — Oroah'^a Manual^ p M. 
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Outside Guardian — When candidates are to be initi- 
ated, or brothers admitted, to see that they are orderly 
and quali^ed according to lodge rules; to examine and 
reject any one I suspect, until your opinion is taken; to 
receive the password previously to admission, and to 
guard the lodge against improper intrusion. To prevent 
the admitt^ce of any one during a niaking or at other 
times, when so directed; to prevent any person from 
listening to acquire a knowledge of what is going on in 
the lodge, and to act in conjunction with the Support- 
ers and the Inside Guardian in the execution of your 
commands. 

Noble Grand — Inside Guardian, what is your duty? 

Inside Guardian — To act in conjunction with the 
Outside Guardian; to receive the explanation of the 
password; during his absence to officiate for him, and 
obey your commands. 

Noble Grand — Officers and brothers, I hope and ex- 
pect each officer will do his duty, and that brothers will 
be orderly and attentive to the business of the evening, 
so that we may not be under the necessity of enforcing 
the restrictive laws or fines. It is a duty incumbent on 
the Noble Grand to judge impartially of every trans- 
action, and to admit no brother (except a member of 
this lodge) who has not received the password of the 
current term.* I, therefore, trust that all will act with 
prudence, zeal and integrity, as on the exercise of these 
virtues depend our happiness and comfort; keeping in 
view that philanthropic principle by which we hail each 



*NoTs. — This la not to be so constraed as to conflict with the doty to admit 
•trangers having legal cards in their possession or as otherwise specially provided 
for by the General Laws of the Sovereign Grand Lodge. 
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other as brothers' — ^regarding our lodge as our family; 
and whose actions, if founded on that grand principle, 
are calculated to make men social and humane. 

OflScers and brothers, I will thank you to be standing 
and assist my Right Supporter in opening the lodge. 

SOKG. 

Brethren of our friendly order. 

Honor here asserts her sway ; 
All within our sacred border 

Mast her high commands obey. 
Join, Odd -fellowship of brothers. 

In the song of Truth and Love; 
Leave disputes and strife to others. 

We In harmony must move. 

Honor to her courts Invites us;' 

Worthy subjects let us prove ; 
Strong the chain that here unites us, 

Linked with Friendship, Truth and Love. 
In our hearts, enshrined and cherished, 

May these feelings ever bloom — 
Falling not when life has perished. 

Living still beyond the tomb. 

Right Supporter — By direction of our Noble Orand, 
I proclaim this lodge duly opened, for the transaction of 
such business as may be lawfully brought before it, and 
for the diffusion of the principles of benevolence and 
charity. 

Noble Grand — During which time we admit of no 



NOTX 5--" No church In Us present state Is extensive enough In its fellowship 
to embrace many good men who need the ministration of kindred spirits, nor far- 
reaching enough to reach even its own members when distant from it, and need- 
ing aid and protection. But If an Odd-fellow, far away from kindred and home, 
falls down by the wayside, penniless and faint, he has-but to Inform the nearest 
lodge, and hands are reached out to provide, and watchers are at his side to up- 
hold his drooping frame. Or, if he falls under the cold suspicions of an unfriend- 
ly world, and Is cast unmerltedly Into a f elon*8 cell, brothers are active around 
him with counsel, and labor to remove the dark web of circumstances that be- 
cloud his fame or endanger his life, to secure him a fair trial, and. If Just, a 
proper acquittal and a safe return to society and friends." — Cfr09h^a ManiMl, 
p. 84. 
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political, sectarian or other improper debate, under 
penalty. 

The lodge, at Its option, may open and close with prayer. If the Chaplain be 
present 

OPENING PRAYER.' 

" Thou King eternal, immortal, and invisible! the only 
wise God, our Saviour! Thou art the Sovereign of 
universal nature, the only true object of our best and 
holiest aflfections. We render Thee hearty thanks for 
that kind providence which has preserved us during the 
past week, protecting us from the perils and dangers of 
this life; and for permitting us now to assemble in Thy 
name for the transaction of business. 

We humbly beseechJPhee, our Heavenly Father, to 
preside over our assembly, to breathe into our hearts 
the spirit of love and of a sound mind; and may each 
and all be governed by an anxious desire to advance Thy 
glory and ameliorate the condition of mankind. 

Let Thy blessing rest upon our order, upon all the 
lodges, Grand and subordinate, belonging to our entire 
family of brothers. Let Friendship, Love and Truth 
prevail, until the last tear of distress be wiped away, 
and the lodge below be absolved by the glory and 
grandeur of the Grand Lodge above. This we ask in 
humble dependence upon, and in most solemn adoration 
of thy One mysterious and glorious Name. Amen." — 
GrosKs Manual, p, 181. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The Noble Grand will proceed to business by giving one rap with his gavel, 

NoTB 6.— "Adopted by the Grand Lodge of the United States, to exclude 
prayers offensive to members of the order in many of our lodges. It Is also 
ovdered that on all occasions of the order, ' the same spirit as observed In the 
foregoing, shall be strictly foWoyre^ by the officiating clergyman or chaplain/" — 
Qrosh's Manual, p. 180. 



V 



4:4 IKTTIATORY DECfREF.. 

which Is repeated bjr the Vice Grand, fqr Bllcnco and order. Immediately after 
opening the lodge. 

1. Nohle Grand — Brother Secretary, I will thank you 
to call the roll of officers, and read the proceedings of 
last lodge night. 

2. Does any brother know of a sick brother, or a 
brother in distress?^ 

8. Consideration of previous proposal for membership. 
4. Candidates admitted. 

6. Has any brother a friend to propose to become a 
member of this lodge ? 

6. Unfinished business appearing on the minutes to 
be attended to. 

7. Has any brother anything to oflFer for the good of 
this order? 

The lodge mssy proceed to dose after the necessary business Is transacted. 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIOKS. 

When a candidate is to be initiated, after he has been 
elected, and it has been announced to the Noble Grand 
that he is in waiting, it will be the duty of that officer 
to appoint a Past Grand or the Vice Grand to act as 
Outside Conductor, who will retire to the ante or prepa- 
ration-room, receive the candidate, propound io him the 
questions laid down in the Charge -Book, record the an- 
swers received (which must be signed by the candidate 
and attested by the Outside Conductor), and require of 
him the primary obligation necessary for all persons to 
take prior to initiation. (Page 48). 

While this is being done, the Warden, by direction 



Note 7. — **Even when extraordinary events render It necessary to give extra 
aid to an nnfortunate brother, It still comes from a fund he aided to create for 
such purposes, tind to which even his wealthiest brother may be reduced io 
apply. His relief comes not, therefore, even then, from one or a few individ- 
t4ate, but from all."—0r08h'8 Manual, p. 85. 
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of the Noble Grand, will prepare the lodge-room for the 
initiation. The officers shall clothe' themselves appro- 
priately, and the members shall each be furnished with a 
mask or* covering for the face, not of a ludicrous nature. 

During an initiation the Noble Grand shall wear a 
scarlet robe; the Vice Grand a blue robe; the Warden 
and Conductor each a black robe, and the Scene Sup- 
porters each a white robe; and all of said officers shall 
wear caps, color of their robes. No other officer or 
member shall wear caps or robes. The Conductor and 
Scene Supporters shall, during an initiation, bear wands 
color of their robes; the Supporters of the Noble Grand 
and Vice Grand shall bear wands color of the robes of 
the officers they support, and the Warden shall bear a 
staff. 

When the Outside Conductor has performed his duty, 
he will report to the Noble Grand. 

If the answers are unsatisfactory, the Outside Con- 
ductor shall receive directions as to further proceedings. 

When everything is ready in the lodge, the Noble 
Grand will request the Outside Conductor to retire, 
prepare and introduce the candidate. The Noble Grand 
will then place the lodge under the charge of the Vice 
Grand, while he (the Noble Grand) retires behind, or 
the curtain is dropped before him, in accordance with 
the work. 



NoTB 8.— "If onr regalfa and emblems tend to incr€<U€ our benevolence, and 
■timQlateuB to griattr activity In well-doing, then is their manufacture no idle 
work, tbelr cost no useless expense.*^— &ro«A'« Manual^ p. 56. 
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The location of the Reception and Preparation Room and the varions 
doors are of course different in different lodges. The above dia^^ram shows 
the position of the various officers of a Subordinate Lodge, but the plaoe of 
the TreaBurer and Secretary are interchangeable and the Past Qrana aome- 
tlmes ooeuples the opposite side of the room, but the Chaplain, if th^e i$ 
•iM^ ilMvla Bit opposite the Past Grand. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Initiatory Degree, 
ikttiation." 

This Ritual conforms strictly to the Revised Form of the Initiatory Charge- 
Book I. O. O. F., as adopted at the Annual Session of the Right Worthy Sov- 
ereign Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd-fellows, held at Toronto, 
Dominion of Canada, on the twenty -second day of September, Anno Domini 
1880, and the year of the Order the sixty-second. 

. EXAMINATIOK." 

The candidate having been accepted by vote of the brothers. Is taken into the 
ante-room of the lodge and catechized In the following manner by the Vice Grand 
or a Past Grand especially deputed, the answers being recorded In a book with 
printed qaestions and a blank for answers. 

1. What is your name? 

2. Where do you reside? 

3. What is your occupation? 

4. How old are you? 

5. Do you hold membership in or are you suspended 
oi» expelled from any Lodge of this Order? 

6. Are you, so far as you know, in sound health? 



NoTX 9.—" A thoughtful man*s first entrance Into a lodge, unknowing what is 
to be transacted there. Is a serious event." — CfrosK's Manual^ p. 03. 

NOTK 10. — ** The maimer of Introducing candidates Is as follows: A brother of 
the lodge proposes his friend, whom he must be willing to recommend. On the re- 
ception of the proposition a committee is at once appointed, whose business it is 
to ftscertaln the character, age, condition of health and standing of the applicant, 
^f this committee, after due investigation, report that they believe him worthy, 
.he Is, on the week following such report, balloted for, and If three black balU 
appear against him, he Ifl rejected; If not, he Is elected. [In some States two 
black balls are sufficient] . He may then be Initiated to membership in the lodge. ** 
--Donaldson^i Pocket Companion^ p. 91. 
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7. Do you believe in the existence of a Supreme, In- 
.telligent Being," the Creator and preserver of the Uni- 
verse? 

The candidate afgns hla name to the anawers gtven and his examiner atteats the 
algnature with his own name below. Should the candidate give an unsatisfactory 
answer to any of the questions, he is dismissed from the room and the case Is 
reported to the lodge. Should all prove satisfactory, the examiner asks the can- 
didate: ' * Are you willing to enter into an obligation to keep secret all that may 
transpire during your Initiation?" If this is answered in the affirmative, the 
candidate repeats after the examiner the following 

PLEDGE : 

" I hereby pledge my sacred honor that I will keep 
secret" whatever may transpire during my initiation." 

While the Outside Conductor is with the candidate in the ante-room the officers 
and members inside the lodge are making active preparations for the initiation. 
A curtain of scarlet color is drawn in front of the Noble Grand's chair, hiding 
that officer from view. The Venerable Warden provider himself -v^th a long 
gray beards long gray wig, a long black robe tied closely about the neck and 
waist, and reaching to his feet, everything being done to give him the appearance of 
a very old man. The Bight and Left Scene Supporters are clothed in white robes ; 
the Conductor is also clothed in a long black robe similar to that of the Warden, 
while all the other members wear semi-masks over their faces, the upper part of 
the mask reaching to about the middle of the for«head and the lower part cover- 
ing the mouth. A coffin containing a skeleton or imitation, usually kept under 
the dais on which stands the chair of the Noble Grand, is now brought out and 
placed in the center «f the lodge- room and the Bight and Left Scene Supporters 
provide themselves with two flambeaus which they light when the proper time 
comes. 

The examiner, termed the Outside Conductor, now blindfolds the candidate, 
leads him to the door of the lodge and gives the usual alarm or enterslgn: three 
raps on lodge- room door. . . . 

Inside Gitardiah — Who comes there? 

OtUside Condttctor — The Outside Conductor, with a 



NoTB 11.— •♦Excepting In regard to your religious faith in God, and your re- 
lations to the Order, the questions are merely such as a health or life insurance 
company require to be answered in good faith.*''— 'Qrosh*s Manual^ p, 87. 

NoTB 12.— *• Our institution has Instinctively, as it were, copied after nearly all 
secret associations of a religious and moral character. In Egypt, the most 
ancient among the ancient nations, an institution of this kind existed from the 
earliest period. Of the nature of that institution we know very little. History 
Informs us that many benefits were supposed to be derived from a participation in 
the secrets of the society ; that those secrets were revealed only to the initiated. 
and that the mode of Initiation was well calculated to make a serious and abiding 
Impreasion on the mind of the recipient. **— Gross's Manual^ p.90i 
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stranger who desires to be initiated" into the Indepen- 
dent Order of Oddfellows.** 

The Inside Guardian reports this to Vice Grand, on whose command the door 
Is opened and the candidate Is led Into the lodge -room, where be U received by 
the proper Conductor attended by the Supporters. 

conductor's CHABGE. 

You are now within a lodge of Odd-fellows** — here the 
world is shut out — ^you are separated from its cares and 
distinctions, its dissensions and its vices. Here Friend- 
ship and Love assert their mild dominion; while Faith 
and Charity combine to bless the mind with peace and 
soften the heart with sympathy. Those who surround 
you have all assumed the obligations and endeavor to 
cherish the sentiments peculiar to Odd-fellowship;*" but 
before you can unite with them you must pass through 
an initiatory ceremony, which will ultimately lead yQu 



NOTK 13. — ** The qualifications required are that the candidate must be a free, 
white man, twenty-one years of age, of good moral/character and sound health, 
and a believer In the Suprem*^ Being, the Maker and Ruler of the Universe. '* — 
Donaldson's Pocket Companion, p. 19. 

Note 14.— " Says Brother Rldgely, In his 'Eulogy on the Life and Character 
of Thomas -Wlldey:' ' Odd-fellowship was organized In 1S19. During Its first 

decade It made but little progress Since 1829 [tp 1802 only] It has 

gathered within Its folds, by Initiation, 426,9tt8 members. Its revenue, derived 
from weekly contributions (varying from six to twelve cents) from these mem- 
bers, has amounted to $20,368,057. Of these receipts (after disbursements for 
ordinary expenses amounting to $5,092,000) it has applied, for the relief of the 
sick, the burial of the dead, and the education of the orphan, the sum of $8, - 
804,000, leaving a balance of $8, 472, 000 for the same objects. These funds, thus 
employed, have relieved 558,068 members, and 37,567 widowed families.'"— 
Orosh's Manual, p. 49. , 

NoTK 15. — " Xs it now is. It Is really an institution of American growth, and 
exists nowhere else on earth except where It has been planted and nurtured by 
the Grand Lodge of the United BtAtea.''— Donaldson's Pocket Companion^ 
p. 15. 

NoTB 16.— • • For several years the order made but little progress. Its found- 
er and members were comparntlvoly obscure men. Its name excited prejudices, 
which their convivial practices confirmed, and thus obscured its merits from the 
more strict and respectable class of humane men.^—Grosh's Manual, p. 29. 
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to primary truth." 

Conductor — Are you willing to proceed? 

Candidate answers. 

Conductor — Be patient therefore and firm. 

Conductor — Brothers, the stranger now awaits our 
mystic rites. 

Right Scene Supporter — Then, at once, the chains 
prepare! 

Left Scene Supporter — They are here! entwine their 
links about him! [The chain is put across his shoulders, 
brought around under his arms and tied behind J. 

Ijeft Scene Supporter — Now! bind him to the stake! 

Conductor — Hold, brothers! Shall we proceed with 
these, our mystic rites, or shall we mercy show? 

Vice Grand and brothers (slowly and in a low tone of 
voice) — Mercy — mercy — show ! 

Conductor — Then mercy I will show, but will first a 
solemn warning give. 

Conductor to Supporters — Lead on our friend. [They 
pass slowly around the room]. 

Comii/otor— Man in darkness and in chains!" How 

mournful the spectacle! Yet it is the condition of 

millions of our race, who are void of wisdom, though 

they know it not. We have a lesson to impart to him 

— one of great moment and deep solemnity; a faithful 
ezhihitioii of the Tanity of "worTdlj thinj|;9--of tlie IOf- 

NoTK 17.— "What regeneration by the word of truth Is In religion, initlatlon'ls 
In Odd-fellowship. "—Orosh's Manual, p. 90. 

NoTR 18.— "Pound by hl> Ignorance and fears. In the Indurating fetters of self- 
ishness, he knows not that any have more light and freedom than are his; and 
yet, not fully realizing his own need of both, he may marvel if told that nearly 
all mankind are In darkness and chains which they neither behold nor feel. It Is 
not until some voice greets his ear with a promise of Instruction, that he begins 
to conceive that the chaos around him maybe resolved Into order, the discord to 
harmony. This conception leads him to desire that wisdom which shall shed 
light upon his darkness, and unravel the perplexities which bewilder his soul." — 
€fro8h^8 Manual, p. 94. 
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stability of wealth and power — of the certain decay of 
all earthly greatness. 

The Conductor l8 careful to take a route and gait that will occupy the time 
while the Conductor's Charge Is being given. They halt before a coffined corpse 
or an imitation already alluded to ; the Bight and Left Scene Supporters nuw 
light their torches and place themselves one at each end of the coffin; the Con- 
ductor begins to take off the blindfold and says to the candidate: 

Conductor— Be serious, for our lesson is as melancholy 
as it is truthful. [Blinds^" are now off J. Behold a rep- 
resentation of the effect of death. That silent yet im* 
pressive lecturer — to vice, confusion, bvit to virtue, 
peace — is all that remains on earth of one who was 
born as you were born, who lived as you now live, who 
for many days enjoyed his possessions, his power and 
his pleasures. But now, alas! nothing is left of him 
save that sad memorial of man's mortality.^*' The warm 
heart that throbbed for others' woes, or the cold one 
which held no sympathy, has mouldered away ,aud 
joined its kindred dust. Contemplate the scene! [A 
solemn dirge may be sung or played ]. Should it not 
humble human pride? Should it not awake the soul to 
a just sense of responsibility to its God — of duty to 
itself? And in view of this, the common lot of all, 
should it not enlist the tenderest of human sympathies? 
My friend, that gloomy monitor is but au emblem of 
what you are sure to be, and what you may soon become. 
Seriously meditate the solemn admonition it affords; 
pondeir it well, and see that your own heart fosters not 
evil — the bane of society, the fountain of all wrong, the 
progenitor of crime, hatred and violence, whose conse- 
quences must continue to afflict mankind until that 
period to which Hope looks forward with ardent joy, 
when one law shall bind all nations, tongues and 

NoTK 19. — ' • The first ray of light will but Increase the apparent gloom ; for it 
will exhibit more strongly the vanity of human pursuits and possessions, tlio 
brevity of life and the certainty of death, and all life's evils fearfully aggravated 
and increased by the strifes, discords and dissensions which flow from human 
ignorance and folly, and end at last in death Itself.''— G^o^j/i'* Manual, p. 85. 

NoTB 20. — " As he thus realizes his own mortality, Its possible nearness, and 
his own dependence and helplessness, he will the more willingly ponder the ties 
that bind him to the woes and sufferings of all around hJni, and joyously look 
forward to that bright era when all these woes and pains sliall be banished by the 
prevalence of benevolence and peace, by the reign of bnitliorhood and love."— 
Qrosh'i Manital. p. \ih. 
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kindreds of the earth; and that law will be the law of 
Universal Brotherhood. 

Bight Scene Supporter — I have seen the rose in its 
beauty spread its leaves to the morning sun. I returned, 
and behold! it was dying upon the stalk. Its grace and 
form were gone; its loveliness was vanished away; its 
leaves were scattered to the ground, and no one gath- 
ered them again. I have seen man in the pride of his 
strength; his cheeks glowed with beauty; his limbs 
were full of activity; he walked, he ran, ne leaped, he 
rejoiced in that he was more excellent than the rose. I 
returned, and behold! life was departed from him, and 
the breath from out of his nostrils. Death is in the 
world and the spoiler is among the works of the 
Almighty. All that is born must die. 

Left Scene Suppmier — I have seen the leaves fall and 
lie thick upon tne ground; I have heard the. wintry 
blasts sing sad requiems over their decay; and yet 
spring came; the soft zephyrs played among the branch- 
es, they budded forth again, and in the place of death 
there was life, beauty and joy. [Candidate is again 
blindfolded]. 

Condicctor — You may think it strange, my friend, that 
we thus blindfold" you; its symbolic purpose will, in 
due time, be fully explained. [Candidate is led to the 
Warden, where the blinds are removedl. 

Condtictor — This, my friend, is our Venerable War- 
den; he has a charge to deliver to you; listen attentively 
to what he may say. Assist him to rise. 

Warden — Stand! presumptuous mortal! How old 
art thou ? 



NoTK 21.— * 'Itfoas a leading characteristic of all the ancient rites ^ that they 
began in sorrow and gloom, out ended in light and joy; they were all calcu- 
lated to remind men of their weakness^ their ignorance, their helplessness 
and their sinfulness of charActer; of the shortness and uncertainty of life, 
and of the ills which jHesh is heir to; of the punishment of guilt, the reward 
of virtw, and the rising of the just to life eternal and immortal. In all, 
tuo, the mode of initiation was calculated to make a deep and lasting im- 
pression upon the mind of the candidate. For theso purposes, striking exhi- 
bitions of the consequences of sin, and the pleasures of virtue, were presented 
for consideration. In sudden and striking contrast, and everything was designed 
to Inwress the candidate with a lively sense of what was thus represented." — 
Grotks Manual, p. 92. 
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Candidate ansivets. 

Warden — What trade, prof essiou or calling hast thou ? 

Candidate answers. 

Warden — Canst thou keep a secret? 

Candidate answers. 

Warden — ^Ah! but wilt thou? 

Candidate answers. 

Warden — Be serious, then, while I address yon as a 
man. Listen to the voice of wisdom speaking from age 
and experience, and let it sink deep into your heart. 
These trembling limbs and this wrinkled brow betoken 
that the weight of years is upon me. I have indeed 
seen many y€fars,and many solemn changes have passed 
before me. A wise man has said: ^^ I have been young 
but now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous for- 
saken or his seed begging bread.^^ I would impress this 
upon your mind, and add another maxim, which I pray 
you also heed and be wise. It is this: that in the prac- 
tice of Friendship, Love and Truth will be found the 
best safeguard s^ainst the ills of life. Forget it not; 
forget it not. 

Warden to Cofiductor — Brother Conductor, you will 
now present the stranger to the Vice Grand. 

Candidate is again blindfolded and taken to tbe Vice Grand. Blgbt and Left 
Sapporters cross ttaelr wands over bead of Vice Grand, and the Scene Supitorters 
cross tbeirs over the bead of the candidate. 

Conductor — You are now at the chair of our Worthy 
Vice Grand. 

VICE QRAKD^S CHABGE. 

Vice Grand — Stranger, having entered within these 
walls, you are never to make known the secrets of this 
Order, or make any discovery to any person or persons 
upon any pretense or for any purpose. Will 3'ou com- 
ply with these rules? 

Candidate — I wilL 

Vice Grand to Conductor — Restore him to light and 
liberty. [Lights are turned up, blindfold is taJ^en off, 
and the cnains alsoj. 

Vice Grand to Candidate — Stranger, it is my duty to 
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administer to you a solemn and binding obligation — 
one which we have all taken, but which will not conflict 
with any of those exalted duties you owe to your God, 
your country, your family or yourself. With this 
assurance, are you willing to take such an obligation? 

Candidate — I am. 

Vice Grand — Place your right hand on your left 
breast, and repeat after me the following 

OBLIQATIOK. 

Vice Orand — (three raps, all rise). 

I, , in the presence of the brothers of 

the Order now assembled, do solemnly promise that 
I will never communicate to any one, unless direct- 
ed to do so by a legal lodge, the signs, tokens or 
grips, the term, traveling or other passwords belong- 
ing to the Independent Order of Odd-fellows. N'or 
will I expose or lend any of the books or papers 
relating to the records or secret work of the Order 
to any person or persons, except to one specially 
authorized to receive them. That I will never reveal 
any private business which may be transacted in my 
presence in this or any other lodge. I also promise that 
I will abide by the laws, rules and regulations of this 
lodge, of the Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of 
Odd-fellows of (here name the State) or any other Grand 
or working lodge to which I may be attached. 

I further promise that I will never wrong a Subordi- 
nate or Grand Lodge to the value of anything. Nor 
will I take part or share, directly or indirectly, in any 
illegal distribution of the funds or other property of 
the lodge; but will, to the best of my ability, endeavor 
to prevent the same. Nor will I wrong a brother or 
see him wronged without apprising him of approaching 
danger, if in my power so to do. Should I be expelled 
or voluntarily leave the Order, I will consider this 
promise as binding out' of it as in it. To the faithful 
performance of all which I pledge my sacred honor. 

Vice Grand — (one rap, all are seated.) 
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Vice Grand to Candidate — Stranger(s), you have now 
entered into a society that is far more important than 
you may af first imagine. It conforms to law, religion, 
and sound morality, and does not permit anything con- 
trary to the allegiance we owe to our country, or the 
duty wjd owe to ourselves. Let good conduct procure 
you the esteem of your family and friends. Let strict 
caution guard you against making any improper discov- 
eries to the uninformed, so that oy your, example you 
may convince the world that good faith and virtue are 
the peculiar characteristics of a true Odd-fellow; for 
according to our laws we can be Odd-fellows only while 
we act like honest men. I will aow recommendjrou to 
the Noble Grand, who will further instruct/^ou7and I 
hope your deportment will be such after ycytir initiation 
as to give us no cause to regret that we have accepted 
you as a brother. 

Vice Grand to Conductor — Proceed with our friend to 
the principal chair, there to be introduced to the Noble 
Grand. 

Vice Grand — (three raps, all rise). 

INITIATION ODE. 
The following words are sung as the candidate goes aroimd the room to the 
vbAlr of the Noble Grand. 

Strange r(8), you've nought to fear. 
For Honor's court is here , 
Love, Peace and Joy. 
Here in good faith we meet; 
Here friends and brothers greet. 
And In communion sweet 
The hours employ. 

6tranger(s), amid a band 
Of brothers here you stand. 
Firm, tried and true; 
Here Friendship's power is shown; 
Here Love and Truth are known ; 
And here before their throne 
We welcome you. 

' Arriving at the Noble Grand's chair as the last, line Is being sung, the Noble 
Grand being behind the curtain, the Conductor addresses his Bight Supporter. 

Conductor — Brother Right Supporter, is the Noble 
Grand engaged? 

Right Supporter — He is, my brother. 

Conductor — Business of importance demands his at- 
tention. A stranger desires to be introduced to him. 



56 Il^ITIATORY PEGREE. 

Right Supporter — Thou he iiiiiy be disturbed. [Right 
Supporter passes behind the curtain and holdj* the fol- 
lowing dialogue with the Noble Grahd]. 

Right Supporter — N oble Grand ! 

Noble Grand — Well, iny brother. 

Right Supporter — A stranger stands before yau. 

Noble Grand — A stranger stands before me? How 
gained that stranger admittance within these walls ? 

Right Supporter — By the recommendation of worthy 
brothers and the permission of the Vice Grand. 

Noble Grand — Has he taken upon himself that serious, 
solemn and binding obligation ? 

Right Supporter — He has, Noble Grand. 

Noble Grand — Then let him be introduced to me. 

Curtain Ib thrown back and Noble Grand rises. 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

Officers now take off their robes and the members their masks. 

Conductor — Noble Grand, by direction of the Vice 
Grand,»I present to you a stranger forinstructioninthe 
mysteries of our Order. 

The Supporters of the Noble Grand cross their wands over Noble Grand's head, 
holding them there till he gets to the secret work. 

NOBLE grand's CHARGE. 

Noble Grand — My friend, I welcome you among the 
fraternity of Odd-fellows, with whose customs 1 trust 
you will soon become better acquainted. Under our 
disguise I have no doubt you took us for odd fellows" 
indeed. Learn from this that men are not always to be 
taken for what they appear." Some may have a rough 
and unseemly exterior, but a good, true heart within, 
while others possessing a captivating person and man- 
ners, may be destitute of all genuine principle. I hope 

/ _______ 

NoTK 22. — "The singularity of Its name, and humility of Its origin, needed 
not these convivial practices to bring the institution into suspicion and disrepute, 
nor a defective organization to Involve It In trouble and internal dlssenaions. " — 
Orosh's Manual^ p. 24. 

Note 23. — " The forms through which you have passed are not what they seem 
to many. Under each act and emblem there is deep significance. So in life. 
Apply your Instructions there, and everything becomes vocal with wisdom. The 
eyes blinded by the darkness of a dungeon ate nought to the blindness of the 
moral sense obscured by indulgence in . selfishness and sensuality." — Or08h''8 
Manual, j7. U8. 

I 
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you win pardou ns the innocent deception and make u 
proper application of the moral it is designed to con- 
vey. 

We will now proceed to instruct you in the signs 
peculiar to a working lodge of this order- There are 
four of them: 

First, the Entersign. 

Second, the Countersign. 

Third, the Password and its Explanation, which is 
changed each term and will be given to you privately 
in the course of the evening by the Noble Grand, who 
alone is authorized to communicate it, or cause it to be 
communicated to members. 

Fourth, the Grip. 

The Estehsiqs consists of one rap, or one pull at 
the bell if there be one, at the outer door, and three 
raps at the inner door. 

THE COUNTEKSiaH 

has three motions: First, with the thumb of the 
righthandintbe 
palm thereof, 
place the four 
fingers perpen- 
dicular across 
the mouth, the 
back of the hand 
outward. Sec- 
ond, place the 
last three fingers 
upon the thumb 
in the palm of 
the hand, the in- 
dex or fore fin- 
ger being extended; carry it to the outer corner of the 
right eye, the back of the hand being outward, forming 
a right angle with the nose. Third, let the hand drop 
toward the ground and open, palm outward, the thumb 
nearly parallel with the fingers and the hand about six 
inches from the body. 
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Signi/ication. — The first motion signifies silence, and 
reminds a brother that he must keep inviolate the 
secrets of the Order. The second motion signifies 
Omniscience, and reminds us that the all-seeing eye of 
God is continually^ watching over our actions. The 
third motion signifies fraternity, and reminds us that 
the hand of a brother should always be open to a 
brother of the Order. 

II^ITIATORT GRIP. 

With the first two fingers 
of the right hand grasp and 
link with the first two fin- 
gers of the brother's right 
hand; with the thumb (your 
own) touch the ends of the 

two fingers (your own) thus forming the link. No 

shaking of hands in making the grip. 

Noble Grand — This Grip has never been broken by 

any good Odd-fellow, and we hope, and trust that it 

never will be by you. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATE. 

Noble Grand — In all lodges there is an outer and an 
inner door, and between them what is termed an ante- 
room. At the outer door there is stationed an oflicer 
called the Outside Guardian, and at the inner door an 
officer called the Inside Guardian. 

Wishing to visit a lodge you will announce your 
presence at the outer door by giving one rap, or one pull 
of the bell, if there be one; but any alarm will be at- 
tended to. 

The Outside Guardian will open the wicket, and re- 
quire from you the Password of the current term, which 
must be given in full. If given correctly you will be 
admitted to the ante-room. You will then clothe 
yourself in the regalia appropriate to your rank and 
station in the lodge, which for the present will be a 
plain white apron; advance to the inner door and give 
three raps. 
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The Inside Guardian will auaouiit e to the proper 
officer (either the Noble Grand or Vice Grand of the 
lodge, as the rules of the lodge shall have prescribed), 
that there is an alarm at the door. The Inside Guard- 
ian is directed by such officer to inquire the cause — 
whereupon the Inside Guardian will open the wicket, 
and obtain from you your name, rank, and the number 
of the lodge to which you belong. 

The Inside Guardian will close the wicket and inform 
the proper officer, who, if he is satisfied, will direct the 
Inside Guardian to adn^it you, if correct. The Inside 
Guardian re-opens the wicket, and you must give him 
the Explanation of the Password of the current term 
in full. If correct the Inside Guardian will admit you, 
when you will advance to the center of the room and 
address the Noble Grand with the Countersign, who 
will acknowledge you as a brother by giving the same 
Countersign. You will then turn and address the Vice 
Grand with the Countersign, who will also acknowledge 
you as a brother with the same Countersign. You will 
then be seated. 

Wishing to leave the lodge before it is closed, you 
will make the same Countersign to the Noble Grand 
and Vice. Grand (which will be answered by them), and 
receive from the Vice Grand the Password of the 
evening, which you must give to the Inside Guardian 
before he will allow you to depart. 

Should you retire, and wish to re-enter the lodge the 
same evening, you may use the Vice Grand's Password, 
or the Explanation of the Password of the current 
term, at the inner door, for that purpose. 

If 5'ou are visiting your own lodge, and are without 
the Password, the proper officer of the lodge (the Noble 
Grand) being informed, asks the Secretary as to your 
standing in the lodge. If the Secretary reports you 
admissible, directions will be given to admit you. But 
if you are reported as not admissible, you are so in- 
formed by the Outside Guardian, and you cannot be 
admitted. 



* AS 
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Without these signs" you caunot gain admittance 
into this or any other lodge of the Independent Order 
of Odd-fellows. Be obserrant, therefore, that you may 
acquire them, and be careful that you do not improperly 
reveal them. Remember, also, that you have given us 
your pledge of honor — a pledge which is the most bind- 
ing of any that can be given or received. We feel con- 
fident that you will keep it inviolate. You have been 
admitted by certain forms of initiation, in which there 
is deep significance. You were blindfolded to represent 
to you the darkness and doubt through which man gropes 
his way to a knowledge of himself, his duty, and his 
destiny; a darkness not only of reason, but of the moral 
nature. And you were bound with chains, to illustrate 
that slavery of soul" to sense — that subjection to things 
outward and perishable, into which man is brought by 
his own passions. You were then led to a scene where 
an emblem of mortality was exhibited, to represent to 
you the end of this servitude, to remind you of the in- 
sjignificant and perishable nature of all those outward 
objects that so often excite men's passionate ambi- 
tion. After this representation, intended to reach your 
conscience and touch your heart, you have been restored 
to light and liberty. One of these acts is emblematical 
of that liberty which the virtuous enjoy when conscious 
of being disenthralled from sensuality and passion; the 



NoTK 24.— **Keep In remembrance the signs and words Imparted to you, to 
enable you to enter these courts, and to recognize and be recognized of your 
brethren. Trifling as they may seem to some, they are the key to our treasures 
and our mysteries. And In their use, remember that they arc pledges of secrecy 
to the brotherhood from you, and to you from us."— (?ro«A'« Manual^ p. 96. 

NoTX 25.— **He who practices this charity and teaches It to others, shall be 
crowned with honor and come down to the grave in peace, with the full aMur- 
ance of a blessed future."— Z>ona^cfoon*6 Pocket Companion^ p, 41. 
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other is emblematical of the light of that truth which 
reveals to us Love as the grand remedy for all social 
evils, as it is indeed the foundation of all good towards 
God or man. In this light we trust you will ever walk; 
this liberty we hope you will ever maintain. It will be 
our duty — ^it is one of the great ends of our institution 
— to aid you in so doing. We claim the privilege, 
therefore, of watching over your conduct, not only in 
the lodge-room, but in your intercourse with the world 
at large. 

Nohle Grand — The Conductor will introduce the can- 
didate to the acting Past Grand. [Noble Grand dis- 
robes.] 

Conductor — Worthy Past Grand, by direction of the 
Noble Grand I present to vou this candidate for further 
instruction. ' 

PAST grand's CHAEGE. 

My friend: You are now initiated" into and made 
acquainted with the organization and work of a lodge 
of the Independent Order of Odd-fellows, and are recog- 
nized as a member. The institution of Odd-fellowship 
is progressive in its character. You have passed its 
threshold, and, after a reasonable probation, may ad- 



NoTB 26. — "The selectiori^f a few Individaals out of the maBs to unite them 
In associated efforts for the diffusion of important principles, and to exercise 
them in the practice thereof,, that they may become the teachers of others, ap- 
pears to be the method of Divine Providence itself. 

* * When God determined to institute among men a pure worship of himself a« 
'God of the whole earth,* he called Abram, of Ur, in Chaldea, to be his 
* friend ^ and agent In the work. Revealing himself to the patriarch, he con- 
.stituted him the progenitor of that * chosen people * who were to be the depos- 
itory of Divine truth until the world should be prepared to receive and practice 
t he mysteries of human redemption. Every precaution was taken to make these 
selected pupiU of Ood • a peculiar people. * They were to be * Odd-fellows • 
among the nations around them, not only by hereditary descent, but also by a 
singular form of government, a singular code of laws, and a singular ritual of 
worship, all adapted to keep them from mingling with other nations and adopting 
their idolatries. The decorations of their temple and tabernacle, the regalia of 
their priesthood, the emblems for their instruction, were all prescribed for them, 
even to form, color and material. The mode for Initiating proselytes from other 
nations was clearly defined, and certain physical. defects and conditions of health 
were made causes of perpetual exclusion from ^the congregation of Israel.***— 
Oroeh's ManualfP, 61. 
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vance step by step, through all its gradations until you 
shall have. fully attained a knowledge of its intrinsic 
excellencies, its adaptation for the promotion of good- 
will among men, and its fitness as a minister to the 
trials and adversities which are inseparable from human 
life. 

We have at this time a few general lessons to incul- 
cate, which, in addition to those you have received in 
your progress to this chair, will serve to give you proper 
views as to the character and true objects of Odd-fel- 
lowship. 

Odd 'fellowship is founded upon that eternal principle 
which, recognizing man as a constituent of one univer- 
sal brotherhood, teaches him that as he came from the 
hands of a common Parent he is bound to cherish and to 
protect" his fellow man. It thus presents a broad plat- 
form upon which mankind may unite in offices of human 
benefaction. Under its comprehensive influences, 
all the nations of the earth may concentrate their ener- 
gies for the good of the common race. Based upon 
certain truths which are like axioms among all nations, 
tongues and creeds, its sacred tolerance presents a 
nucleus which, by its gentle influeace, gathers within 
its orbit antagonistic natures, controls the elements of 
discord, stills the storm and soothes the spirit of pas- 
sion, and directs in harmony man's united efforts to 
fraternize the world. This is the great first principle 
of our fellowship, which we denominate fraternity; a 
universal fraternity in the family of man. Our fore- 
fathers have wisely made this principle the corner-stone 

ISoTK 587. — •* In all the circumstances of life In which a brother maybe placed, 
he Ig to receive the aid, the counsel, or the protection «f his f.Mlow-member, not 
as a favor merely, but as a right."— Donaldson's Pocket Companion^ p. 13. 
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of Odd-fellowship." Upon its solid basis the whole 
superstructure has securely rested, and, as we believe, is 
destined immovably to repose until time shall be no more. 

From this principle we learn to regard the Great 
Author of our existence as our Father,'" " in whom 
alone we live and move and have our being;" to recog- 
nize each other as alike the offspring of the same 
Parent, as the master-piece of his handiwork, and de- 
signed as sach to reflect in our nature and relations the 
image of Him after whose likeness man was formed. 
We are, therefore, brolhersi; and in all our intercourse 
we illustrate the truthfulness of this profession by re- 
ciprocal relief and kindly oiBces to one another in the 
day of trial. With the divisions and classifications of 
human society our Order holds no fellowship. While 
it inculcates a veneration for religion and subordination 
to civil government and its laws, it studiously avoids all 
aflBnity with systems of faith or sects, whether religious 
or political. 

In becoming an Odd-fellow no sacrifice of your opin- 
ions, no change of your relations to the State, no 
loosening of the obligations which, as a good citizen, 
you owe to the laws and institutions under which you 
live, is required. 

Note 28. — "FRATERNITY! this Is our ooraer-stone. Upon Its solid basis 
ri'fits our Buperstructure. It teaches us to regard the great family of mankind 
as our brethren, children of one Heavenly Father, the Great Author of our ex-. 
Istence, ' In whom we live, and move, and have our being' ; and that we should. 
In our conduct, reflect the Image of that Father, after whose likeness man was 
formeAr'— Donaldson's Pocket Companion, p. 33. 

NoTK 29. " The Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of man, then, are 

the great principles of our Order, embodied In the mottoes thereof, * In God we 
trust,' and ' Friendship, Love and Truth.' To Illustrate these principles on the 
limited scale prescribed by human abilities and our pecuniary resources, we have 
united In lodges, each of which la a mutual Improvement and mutual aid associ- 
ation."— &ro«A'« ifanua^/). T8. 
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Oathe contrary, learn now and forever, that you can- 
not become an Odd-fellow, in spirit and truth, unless 
you are grateful to your Creator, faithful to your coun- 
try and fraternal to your fellow man. Within the walls 
of a lodge-room we meet for mutual counsel, the relief 
of distress, and the elevation'" of human character. 
With pure hearts and clean hands must we come to 
such offices. Strife and discord, party and sect, which 
create heart-burnings and divisions among men, are 
banished by our laws without this counsel; and if, per- 
chance, some thoughtless brother should so far wander 
from this injunction as to permit evil influences to con- 
trol his actions, he. must atone to the offended law. 
We war against vice in all its forms. Friendship 
toward man prompts the contest; the gentle influences 
of Love supply the weapons; Truth consecrates the 
effort and leads to victory. 

Such, my friend, are among the first principles of 
Odd-fellowship; its objects you will more clearly under- 
stand as you advance in the order. If you have become 
initiated into this institution from the influence of a 
too common error, namely, that Odd-fellowship is a 
mere beneficial society, having for its single purpose the 
relier* of its members in the struggle incident to human 
life — if 3^ou have united yourself with this great brother- 



NoT« 30.-' 'The great duties of our order, by and through which we aim to 
Improve and exalt the character of our m jmbers, are few In number: — 1. To 
visit the sick. 2. To relieve the distressed. 3. To bury the dead. 4. To edu- 
cate the orphan. To these we have added, by charges and obligations, two 
others, viz., to aid the widow, and to exercise over each other fraternal watch- 
care and moral diaclpline. ''—Oroah's Manual, p. 83. 

NoT« 31. — "Fraternity, therefore, is the corner-stone on which our fore- 
fathers based our order; fraternity in the family of mankind, illustrated in our 
family, the lodge and the order. As all men have God for their Father, all are 
brethren; and we would Illustrate this great fact in all our offices of mutual aid, 
relief, sympathr wnd benevolence."— (?ro«A'» Manual^ p. 99. 
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hood from the promptings of idle curiosity, be at once 
undeceived. Mutual relief, it is true, is a leading office 
in our affiliation. To visit the sick, relieve the dis- 
tressed, to bury the dead aud educate the orphan, is the 
command of our laws, and an imperative duty which 
Odd-fellowship enjoins. But these, although its fre- 
quent and almost daily ministrations, are but a tithe of 
the intrinsic virtues of our beloved order. We seek to 
improve and elevate the character of man — to imbue 
him with proper conceptions of his capabilities for 
good; to enlighten" his mind — to enlarge the sphere of 
his affections — ^in a word, our aim is to lead .man to the 
cultivation of the true fraternal relation designed by 
the Great Author of his being. Brother, for by that 
endearing name you are now privileged to be hailed, I 
greet you as an Odd-fellow of the Independent Order, 

and welcome you as a member of Lodge No. — , 

under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of . 

May you ever be animated by the pure principles of 
Odd-fellowship, and may your life and conduct" afford 



NOTB 32.— •* The order as founded by Brother Wlldey, was simply a humane 
Instltation— its main objects were to relieve brethren, bury the dead and care for 
the widow and orphan. But gradually there were Infused Into Its lectures and 
charges much moral and (unsectarlan) religious instruction; and at each revision 
these principles were increased, and deepened, and strengthened, until its bene- 
ficial and relief measures, from being endt, have become means to a higher and 
greater end— * to improve and elevate the character of man; to imbue him with 
conceptions of his capability for good; to enlighten his mind; to enlarge the 
sphere of his affections, and thus to lead him to the cultivation of the true fra- 
ternal relations designed by the Great Author of his being.' Brother Wildey 
planted the seed and cultivated the tree. It bore fruit richer and better than he 
had anticipated. ' He bullded better than he knew;* but as Fonnder and Archi- 
tect he dwelt in the Temple which he had reared for more limited objects.** — 
Orosh'^B Manual^ p . 34. 

NoTB 38. — •* May your initiation and consequent practice aid In releasing you 
from all blindness of moral vision, set yon free from the fetters of Ignorance 
and error, and bring you from a death In selfishness into a life of active benevo- 
lence and virtue. ''—Cfrosh'e Manual, p. 98. 
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no reproach to the new character which you have this 
niffht voluntarily assumed. 

Noble Grand to Condtictor — Conduct the candidate 
to the Secretary, where he will sign the Constitution. 

After this the candidate Is led by the Conductor to the left-hand side of the 
Noble Grand*s chair,, and to by him privately Instructed In the Password of the 
term and its Explanation. 

He Is then given in charge of the Warden, with whom he will retire to the 
ante-room, without giving the Countersign, and be clothed with a white apron, 
the proper regalia of an initiatory member. 

The Warden will then enter and await the candidate, who will work his way In 
by giving the Alarm and the Explanation of the Password. 

On arriving at the center of the room, he will, with the Warden, address the 
Noble Grand with the Countersign, who will answer with the same sign; turning 
to the Vice Grand, he will address him with the Countersign, who will also an- 
swer with the same sign. 

The Warden will then lead him to the chair of the Noble Grand, who will greet 
him as a brother. 

Noble Grand — Brother, I congratulate you upon 
having worked your way into a lodge of our Order. I 
will now proceed to give you further instructions. 



SIQIS^ OF DISTRESS. 



^ 



^ The Sign of Distress is made by placing the open 
right hand, palm downward, on top of the head; raise 

the hand up- 
ward about 
nine inches, 
let the hand 
drop to the 
head; this do 
three times, 
then let the 
hand drop to 
the side. 

Answer* — 

sign of DistreM. ^ Answer. ExtCud the 

hands off from the sides at arm's length, and at right 
angles to the body, palms of the hands outward ; pause 
a moment, then drop the hands to the side. If the sign 
cannot be given so as to be observed, the following 
words cau be used: " Give ear, ye Heavens!" to be 




INITIATION. 



67 



spoken in full and not the initials thereof. 

Explanation. — The Sign of IMstress conveys informa- 
tion to a brother, that a brother of the Order at a dis- 
tance ia in need of assistance. 

Answer, that the sign has been observed and is recog- 
nized and that the requisite assistance will be-given. 

ei(JN OF RECOGNITION. 
When a brother wishes to be recognized as a member - 
of the Order, he will grasp the 
lappel of his coat with his 
right hand, over the right nip- 
ple, the fingers being concealed 
beneath the coat, the thumb ex- 
tended. A brother seeing the 
sign shall grasp the right lappel 
of his coat with his left hand, 
the same being over the right 
nipple, the thumb concealed, the 
fingers extended. The brother 
making the sign shall advance 
1 I to the brother answering it and 

,*J L^i^ extend his right hand; if he be 

^„„.„. A„„„. an Odd-fellow he shall accept 

and shake and say: " Are you looking for 
meV" The brother making the sign shall 
say, " for you." 

Voting Sign. — The right hand uplifted. 

Noble Grand — In the use of thegavel,one I 

blow (Noble Grand gives one rap) calls the ([ 

lodge to order, or seats it when standing; 

three blows (gives them) call np the lodge. 

EONOBS OF THE ORDEB. 

The Honors of the Order are given by 
placing the right hand acros.1 the left, palms 
touching; clap the hands three times, full 
blows, pause a moment and repeat; pause 
i^aiu and repeat. 



CHAPTER V. 

Initiatory Degree. 

closing ceremonies. 

Noble Grand (three raps, all rise) — Officers and broth- 
ers, I will thank you to rise and assist me in closing the 
lodge. 

SONG. 

Brothers, we thank you all 
For this your friendly call 

Our hearts to cheer ; 
May Peace her Influence shed. 
And heaven Its wing outspread. 
To guard each brother's head 

From pain and fear. 

Oood-nlght! and as you go. 
Bear hence, and fully show 

Stamped on your breasts. 
The seal of Friendship pure. 
And Love through life t^ endure. 
And Truth, which still secure 

With honor rests. 

Noble Grand — Vice Grand, I will thank you to per- 
form the last duty of your station. 

Vice Grand — Brethren, we thank you for your at- 
tendance this evening, and invite the company of as 
many of you as can make it convenient to attend at 
any future meeting. 

Noble Grand — Warden, what is the last duty of your 
station? 
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Warden — It is to collect the regalia and deposit it in 
its proper place. 

Noble Grand — Guardian, what is'the last duty of your 
station? 

Gtmrdian — It is to open the door, that the .brothers 
may depart in peace. 

Noble Grand — I will thank you to do that duty as 
soon as the lodge is closed. 

Guardian — I will. 

Noble Grand — Bight Supporter, I will thank you to 
perform the last duty of your station. 

Eight Supporter — By desirCv of our Koble Grand, I 

proclaim this lodge closed until next lodge night, at 

oVlock, when it will be re-opened for the transaction of 
such business as may be lawfully brought before the 
lodge, and for the diffusion of the principles of benev- 
olence and charity. 

Nohle Grand (one rap. repeated by Vice Grand) — I, 
therefore, declare this lodge closed. 



"» 



ANALYSIS INITIATORY DEGREE. 

**Bril)lng, Dividing and Amusing** the S^oret of Subjugation— Religion and Mes- 
merism — The Lesson of Submission Already Begun — The Nunnery — The 
Papacy Keeps Its Votaries Submlsaire and 9usy— Odd-fellowship and Every 
False 'Religion Must Do the Same — Every Initiation a Mental Debauch^ 
Robes and Masks — The Greatest Mystery of the Lodge — One Stupendous 
Mass of Dreary Nonsense — An Illustrative Parallel to the Lodge Among 
Nelghbors-'-An Order Pretending to Unite Mankind In a Universal Brother- 
hood, yet Concealing Itself From Mankind — It Claims to Bring Men Out of 
Blindness and Bondage into the Liberty of the Sons of God — A Contemptible 
Farce. Prefaced by Prayer and Concluded with an Ode— Only One Explana- 
tion of Its Fascination Over Men — ^That Explanation Found in its Religious 
Character and Satanic Headship — Treating the Ceremonies as Nonsense a 
Great Mistake— Every Such Order a Gateway of Perdition, Thronged by 
Legions of Evil Spirits. 



Tamerlane bad three arts by which he subdued and 

■V. 

subjugated mankind: bribing, dividing, and amusing. 
Odd-fellowship bribes men by the hope of benefits; 
divides its members from outsiders and those of one 
degree from another by secrecy, and amuses them by 
ceremonies. 

What redeems these opening ceremonies from weari- 
some stupidity, is their religious character. All beyond 
the Outside Guardian, hoodwink and pledge of secrecy 
is worship, and puts and holds the mind in a posture 
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for receiving the mesmeric or spiritual influence of the 
system and of the spirits who inhabit and wield it. 
They, also, in apparently harmless and unimportant 
particulars, commence the perpetual lodge lesson of 
submission and obedience to superiors. This is calcu- 
lated, by degrees, to wean the mind of the initiate from 
the open and free subordination to law, government, 
and the religion of Christ, by a weekly night-drill in 
obedience to another system, unknown to the true God, 
—the secret empire of " the god of this world." 

Walking, as a visitor, through the Gray Nunnery at 
Montreal, and a convent at Quebec, I saw beautiful 
young females busy at their devotions in inaccessible 
galleries in sight from the chapel floor. In a long hall 
or corridor I saw pale, wan women in a row on one side, 
working with their needles under the eye of a lady 
superior, like convicts under keepers; and, on the other 
side of the apartment, a row of ninety cots, beside each 
of which, sitting or kneeling, were extremely aged 
people whose lips moved in silence as they counted 
their beads. The Papacy keeps its votaries submissive 
and busy. Odd-fellowship, like every false system of 
religion, must do the same; and these ^'opening ceremo- 
nies^'' which cover six or seven pages in describing them, 
— ^though a single paragraph might answer the ends of 
opening the lodge — are an initiatory drill of subjection, 
copied, in some parts, nearly verbatim from the opening 
of a Masonic lodge. Every such initiation is a mental 
debauch, operating on mind like tricks, sorcery and 
foijtune telling. 



-^ 
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But the chief power of this fool's-play of despotism 
is in the robes of the officers — scarlet, blue, black and 
white, with caps the color of their robes, while the 
members^ faces are all covered with masks. This scene, 
in a lighted hall, at night, guarded by sentinels, and all 
under such balderdash names as " Odd-fellow," " Noble 
Grand," and the like, forms a hocus-pocus invented in 
sport by ignorant English operatives in 1812, to give 
zest to their idle hours and relish to their cups. The 
trick took like Aaron's calf- worship. The cunning 
have joined it for the sake of its funds; the ambitious, 
for its votes, and " behold, the world is gone after it." 

And this is Odd-fellowship! which numbers its mem- 
bers by hundred thousands, and reckons its revenues by 
millions! What is it? Where is " the hiding of its 
power?" To one class of thinking minds, the greatest 
mystery of the lodge is that sensible, fair-minded men 
can repeat its twaddle, wear its gew-gaw finery, and 

obey its puerile regulations. Dr. Leonard Bacon has 

« 

said of the Masonic institution: ^^It seems to me one 
stupendous mass of dreary nonsense." And yet Presi- 
dents of this Republic have been Masons and Odd-fel- 
lows, and to say they have joined the lodges for popu- 
larity is to confess their power over civilized mind in 
the leading nations of the earth. 

A handful of neighbors in a hall, at night, get an- 
other neighbor as a candidate for initiation. He is 
taken into an ante-room, asked his name, residence. 
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occupation, age, lodge relations^ health, and belief in a 
^^ Supreme Intelligent Being/* His answers are taken 
down and signed by his name. He then begins to be 
pledged to conceal what is to happen to him in the 
lodge, which gives a devil^s dignity to the Unknown 
trifles before him. He is blindfolded and led in, lectured, 
chainied, and threatened with binding *''' to the stake.^^ 
In this plight he is led around, his blind taken off, and 
he confronted with a grinning human skeleton, with '^ 
flaming torches held each side. His captors then re- 
peat some school-boy lessons on death. Hoodwinked 
again, he is led to one officer after another, his blinder 
being put on and off, till the Vice Grand orders the 
chains off and re-pledges him, with his hand on his 
heart, to conceal thtf whole work of the lodge, and not 
to wrong it. He is then further lectured, twaddled, 
charged, told the falsehood that " Odd-fellowship pre- 
sents a broad platform upon whic];;^ mankind may unite,^^ 
when he is just now pledged, and afterward sworn, to 
conceal the whole thing called Odd-fellowship from 
that very " mankind " who are to unite on its platform. 
He is now hailed as a brother, and told that Odd-fellow- 
ship is not " a mere beneficial society;" that its aim is 
" to elevate man," and " lead him to cultivate the true 
fraternal relations designed by the Great Author of his 
being " (See the degree); that, in short, it is a religion; 
that ii will bring men out of the blindness of error and 
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the chains of sin, into the liberty of the sons of God. 
And this contemptible farce is preceded by a solemn 
prayer to the god of the lodge, and closed with an ode 
on friendship, love and truth. This is Odd-fellowship, 
and the whole of it, the further degrees being but repe- 
titions of similar doses. 

There is but one possible explanation of the fact that 
hundreds of thousands of grown, rational men repeat 
this farrago weekly, and from year to year. It is that 
Satan is its god, and that he imposes these and other 
pagan puerilities on man, made in the image of God 
and redeemed by Christ, to avenge himself on the God 
whom he hates for casting him and his angels out of 
heaven; to travesty the Christian religion and shut the 
only door of hope for man through* Christ, by opening 
false doors leading to himself. To treat such a system 
as frivolous " nonsense " is to commit a dreadful mis- 
take. If " the heavens and earth " were now in flames 
— as they one day will be (2 Pet, 3: 7) — if one only 
bridge of escape, built by Christy could give safety to 
those fleeing from the conflagration of the world, and a 
revolted angel should set open false doors, promising to 
lead to Paradise, but actually leading to hell, " where 
their worm dieth not and their fire is not quenched," 
— such is the door of every secret lodge. Every pagan 
shrine, or temple, or man-made religion, is such a gate- 

a 

way of perdition, no matter what the worships are 
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made of, or what frivolities arfe practiced within them. 
Legions of devils give them their mesmeric power over 
mind; and while the motives of the worshipers are as 
various as their callings and hopes, '' their way is as 
darkness; they know not at what they stumble." — Prov. 
4:19. 
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First, or Degree of Frien'dship. 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS. 
Adopted by the Sovereign Qrand Lodge^ 1. 0, 0. F.^ Session of ISBO, 

When subordinate lodges open in the degrees for the 
purpose of balloting for or conferring the degrees, the 
titles of the officers shall be the same as in the Initiatory 
Degree; and the officers shall, respectively, occupy the 
same chairs as in the Initiatory Degree. 

No officer or member can enter a lodge open and 
working in the degrees, without addressing the presid- 
ing officer, except the Conductor when he enters or re- 
tires with a candidate; nor can any officer or member 
retire without addressing the presiding officer with the 
proper sign. All voting is by the voting sign, unless 
otherwise provided. 

Working Lodges must close in the Initiatory Degree 
before opening in the higher degrees. 

In voting to advance brethren to the degrees, when 
the balloting takes place, the lodge must be opened in 
the particular degree applied for, and when balloting, 
the ballot-box shall be placed on a pedestal near the 
center of the room, and the Noble Grand shall supervise 
the balloting. 



KoT> 84.— "The chief attributes of our fraternity are Benevolence, Brother- 
ly Love and Charity."— &ro«A'« Mamtal^p. 109. 
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The right of a lodge to grant two or more degrees to 
a brother at the same time is left for local legislation. 

A lodge can confer the degrees upon a member of 
another lodge, provided he presents a certificate of his 
lodge that they have been voted him and paid for, with 
a request that they be conferred. 

In all the degrees three raps call up the lodge and 
one rap seats the lodge. 

The dramatic parts of the degreed should be acted 
quite slowly. Proper pauses should occur between each 
event in the drama, so that the candidate may be duly 
impressed with each incident. 

The work in the degrees must be done in regular 
numerical sequence, closing in one degree and opening 
in another, according to the number of the degrees. 

Any number of candidates may receive the First 
Degree at the same time, and in the Second Part, when 
David and Jonathan kneel, members should be assigned, 
one to each of the other candidates, who shall kneel 
with him and clasp hands in proper form and unite in 
the covenant. Such members may be styled Assistant 
Outside Conductors. 

Upo^ closing a Subordinate Lodge in the Initiatory 
Degree, the lodge must open in the Third Degree, and 
in that degree the minutes must be read and acted upon; 
then^ after balloting in or conferring the First or Sec- 
ond degrees, the lodge must re-open in and close from 
the Third Degree. 

DEGREE LODGES." 

In a regularly-constituted Degree Lodge, the titles of 

9 

NoTX 85.— ** Degree Lodges were established In 1820, \>j the Ontnd Lodge of 
Pennsylvania. Prior to this, degrees were conferred In the lodge-room on Sun- 
days. "— Orosh't ManxMl^ p.dlb. 
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the officers shall be Degree Master (who occupies the 
principal chair), Deputy Degree Master (who occupies 
the chair of Vice Grand), First, Second, Third and 
Fourth Assistant Degree Masters, whose stations are to 
the right and left of the Degree Master and the Deputy 
Degree Master; Past Grand, Warden, Conductor, Secre- 
tary, Treasurer, Outside Guardian and.Inside Guardian, 
whose positions are the same as in the Subordinate 
Lodge. 

Where the title of Noble Grand is used in a Subordi- 
nate Lodge, that of Degree Master is to be substituted 
in a Degree Lodge. 

A Degree Lodge shall also have such other officers as 
the degrees may require. 

In all other respects a Degree Lodge may do anything 
which a Subordinate Lodge may do when working in 
the degrees, for the purpose of conferring them in a 
proper manner. 

OPENING CEREMONIES. 

The Opening Ceremonies are tlis same in the First, Second and 
Third Degrees^ with very slight variations* 

Aa stated on page 76, the offlcen of a * * Subordinate Lodge/* when conferring 
the * * degrees, *^ retain the same titles as In the Initiatory Degree ; but as stated 
above. In a regular ** Degree Lodge," the Koble Grand Is termed "Degree 
Master, " Vice Grand, * * Deputy Degree Master, " etc. ; hence the two titles given 
in this chapter. 

At the time appointed for opening a Degree Lodge in 
the degrees, the proper officer shall take the chair, and, 
after calling to order, with one rap, will proceed to open 
the lodge as follows: 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Officers and broth- 
ers, we are about to open the lodge in the First Degree 
for the transaction of business. If any one present is 
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not qualified to sit with us in this Degree, he will please 
retire. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — The Inside Q-nardian 
will close the door, and the brethren will please clothe 
themselves in appropriate regalia.'* No one will be 
admitted during the opening ceremony. 

Inside Gwxrdian — Noble Grand (or Degree Master), 
the door is secured. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Warden, examine 
the brothers in the lodge-room in the password of the 
First." Degree, and in the password and explanation of 
Jhe current term. [It is not required of the Warden 
of either of the Guardians to respond to brothers by 
giving any portion of the password]. 

Warden — Noble Grand (or Degree Master), I have 
examined the brothers and find them all correct and 
duly qualified to sit with us in this degree. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Vice Grand (or 
Deputy Degree Master), what is your duty in the lodge? 

Vice Grand {or Deputy Degree Master)— To assist you 
according to my office in any work which may lawfully 
come before the lodge, and to aid you in preserving 
order. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Secretary, what is 
your duty? 

Secretary — To keep accurate minutes of the proceed- 
ings of this lodge; to receive all moneys due the lodge, 
and pay the same to the Treasurer. [Proceedings of 
lodges, when opened in particular degrees for the pur- 
pose of conferring degrees or for balloting for degrees. 



Nory 86.— **One of our uses of regalia. Is to teach us to beware how we 
Judge men by mere appearances:'— Or osh'^t Manual, p. 68. 
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are recorded in a distinct minute or record book^. 

NoMe Grand {or Degree Master) (rising) — Officers 
and brothers, we have met for the purpoee of transact- 
ing business in the degrees, in which I trust [ shall 
receive your fraternal assistance and cordial coHDperar 
tion. The interest of the Degree Lodge depends greatly 
upon the prompt attendance, strict attention and gen- 
tlemanly deportment of the members. It is your duty 
tu remain until the work for whic^ we hare assembled 
shaU have been completed, and to aid me with your 
presence and support. It is my duty to preserve order 
and to see that our work coivforms to the laws anj 
regulations of the Grand Lodge of the United Stat&; 
but I feel confident that I shall not be under the neces- 
sity of exercising any restraining authority on the 
present occasion. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master){t\iteeT&ps)—'Btothen, 
rise and advance the sign of the First Degree. 



The Sign is made as follows — extend the 

I fingers of the right hand; place the thumb 

' inside of, and parallel with, the first finger; 

■ carry the hand to the brow, with the thumb 

resting on the left temple; draw aline across 

the forehead (fingers touching) to the right 

temple, describing a.rainbow; then drop the 

hand to the side. 
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Noble Grand {or Degree Jfo^^er)— Warden, declare 
theJodge opened. 

Warden — By direction of the NoWe Grand (or 
Degree Master), I declare this lodge duly opened in the 
First Degree, for the transaction of such business as 
may be lawfully brought it. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Officers and broth- 
ers, so be it. 

All-'' So be it." 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge.) 

RAISma OR REDUCINa THE LODGE. 

When It is necessary to close the Degree Lod^In any of the degrrees, with the 
intention of opening in another degree, it is done as follows: 

Noble Grand (three raps, all rise) — Brothers, we are 
about to close. the lodge in the — Degree, to be re- 
opened in the. Degree, for the purpose of con- 
ferring the same {or to ballot for the degree). 

Noble Grand {or Degree ilfas^^r)— Warden, declare 
the lodge closed accordingly. 

Warden — By direction o£ the Noble Grand (or Degree 
Master), 1 declare the lodge closed in the — ^— Degree,' 
to re-open in the Degree. 

Noble Grand {or Degree ilfas^er)— Officers and broth- 
ers, so be it. 

All—'' So be it." 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

Should it become necessary to open the Degree Lodge 
in any other degree during the meeting, it shall be done 
as follows; or when a Subordinate Lodge has closed in 
the Initiatory to open in the degrees, the following form 
shall be used: 

NobU Grand {or Degree Master) — Brothers, we are 



\ 



^ 
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about to open the lodge in the Degree. The 

Warden will examine in the password of the degree. 
[The order is^obeyed.] 

Warden — Noble Grand (or Degree Master), I have 
examined the brothers and find them correct. 

Noble Grand (three raps) — ^The brethren will rise and 

advance the sign of the Degree. Warden, de-' 

clare the lodge duly opened in this degree. 

Warden — By direction of the Noble Grand (or De- 
gree Master), I proclaim this lodge duly opened in the 

Degree, for the transaction of such business as 

may be lawfully brought before it. 

Noble Grand {or Degfee Master) — Officers and broth- 
ers, so be it. 

^«— " So be it.'' 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge.) 



CHAPTER VII. 

First, or Degree of Friendship.*" 

inttiatiok." 

Part /. 

In connection with the opening cercmonleB, page 78, attention was called to 
the fact that In •* Degree Lodges" the titles assumed by the officers are different 
from those used In the Subordinate Lodge. ' "We here use the Subordinate Lodge 
titles entirely. 

The Noble Grand having appointed an Outside Conductor, directs him to retire 
to the ante^-room, receive and introduce the candidate without blindfolding him. 
As'the Outside Conductor retires, he must salute "the chair" (Noble Grand) 
with the sign of the degree, when he proceeds at once to the ant«-room and comes 
to the inside door of the lodge-room. 

Outside. Conductor — (with candidato; three raps on 
door). 

Inside Guardian — Noble Grand, there is an alarm at 
the door. 

Nohle Grand — Attend to the alarm. 



Note 37.— * • The First Degree teaches the loveliness of charity, as manifested 
by a benevolent heart, feeling good-will to all, and warm sympathy Jor the afflict- 
ed. The Second Degree teaches the devotion of fraternal love in a covenant for 
mutual relief. The Third Degree exhibits the same friendship, not as expecting 
mutuality of benefits, but self-sacrificing, tested by adversity, exerplsed toward 
brethren who may be strangers, though members of the great family of Odd- 
fellowship."— 6^ro«A'« Maniial^p. 181. 

Note 88.— " By the most beautiful lessons, we Instruct him In those great 
principles which will not only Inform his own mind and render more susceptible 
to goodness his own heart, but will enable him, if he so wills, to become an apt 
teacher and ready example to other;;. In all those virtues that adorn and bless 
humanity "— Groth's Manual, p. 85. 
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Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — Who come» 
there? 

OtUside Condtictor — ^A brother who, having been ini- 
tiated now seeks to obtain the mysteries** o( the First 
D^ree of Odd-fellowship. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket)— Noble Grand, 
a brother, having been initiated, now seeks to obtain 
the mysteries of the First Degree of Odd-fellowship. 

Noble Grand — Whv does he seek to obtain these 
mysteries? 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — Why does he 
seek to obtain the mysteries? 

Outside Conductor — Because he wishes to be more 
fraternal." 

Inside Gtiardian (closing the wicket) — Because he 
wishes to be more fraternal. 

Noble Grand — Admit him, then, in friendship, which 
is the bond of fraternity." [Candidate is admitted and 
conducted before the Noble Grand]. 

Outside Conductor — Noble Grand, I present to you 
(give the candidate's name), a worthy brother, who, 
having been duly elected, seeks to obtain the mysteries 
of this degree. 

Noble Grand (rising) — Brother, in presenting your- 
self for advancement in our order, it becomes my ditty 
to remind you of the importance of the step you pro- 



NoT« 89. — "The solemnities of initiation may be novel, even startling by 
their novelty /*~-Oroih'g Manual, p. 88. 

NoTS 40. — ** All our operations are designed to lead each other to the knowl- 
edge and practice of the true brotherhood of m&iu**—Oro8h^s Mant»al^ p. 100. 

NoTK 41.— "Odd-fellowship is a miniature representation, among a chosen 
few, of that fraternity which God ba^ instituted among men."— Grosh^t Man- 
yaLp. 99. 
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pose to take, and to caution you against making en- 
gagements that you may be unwilling to fulfill, or, for 
the gratification of idle curiosity, taking upon yourself 
obligations which may hereafter prove burdensome. It 
will be necessary before you receive this degree for you 
to take a solemn obligation, pledging yourself not to 
disclose any of its mysteries to persons whom you do 
not know to be lawfully in^ possession of them, and 
binding yourself to the performance of the duties pre- 
scribed in this degree, so far as it may be in your power 
to perform them. Have you dulj" considered the sub- 
ject, and are you now prepared to advance? [If candi- 
date answers in the affirmative, the Noble Grand con- 
tinues]: 

Noble Grand — Then place yourself in the attitude 
in which you were initiated into this order, and repeat 
after me (Noble Grand calls up the lodge by three raps): 

OBLIGATION, DEGREE OF FRIENDSHIP. 

I, , in the presence of the covenanted 

brothers of the Degree of Friendship here assembled, 
do solemnly promise, that I will never improperly 
divulge the secrets of the degree about to be intrusted 
to my keeping; and I hereby pledge myself to help and 
support my afflicted and persecuted brother, and warn 
him of approaching danger, whether it be from his own 
imprudence or from the evil designs of others, or from 
some accidental cause. I will point out his advantage** 
and interest, where they do not conflict with the rights 

NoTs 42. — ** Remember that when on the surging waters cf human life, far 
from haven and from'^ home, you may summon any brother to your aid. But 
forget not, also, that the obligation Is mutual. When you are summoned, you 
also are bound to fly and save your perishing brother from sinking In despair.**— 
Qro9K'»KMan%uil, p. 100. 
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of others, if it should be in my power so to do. I will 
protect his property, assist his family, defend his char- 
acter and save his life and limb, should opportunity 
oflfer. To the faithful performance of all which I pledge 
my sacred honor. 

Noble Gravid — (one rap, seating the lodge). ^kttf 

Noble Grand (to candidate) — Are you willing to submit 
to the ordeal by which you may become a brother of 
this degree? 

Candidate answers. 

Noble Grand (to the Outside Conductor) — Let the 
brother be taken to the ante-room, that he may re-enter 
and take his next step in fraternity. [Outside Conductor, 
without stopping to salute the ^^ chair '' with the sign, 
conducts candidate to the ante-room, when he blindfolds 
him and comes with him to the door j. 

Part IL 

Outside Conductor — (three raps on inside door). 

Inside Guardian — Noble Grand, there is an alarm at 
the door. 

Noble Grand — Attend to the alarm. 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — Who comes 
there? 

Outside Conductor — A brother who is ready to receive 
the mysteries of this degree. 

NoTK 48. — "Let him not wonder that he Is yet unable to behold steadily thla 
light through surrounding darkness . Man advances gradually In light and kno wl ^ 
edge. But how can he apply these principles of fraternity so as to enlighten add 
liberate his own soul, then enlighten the darkness and break the bonds of others, 
and so hasten the coming of that age when this Aceldama shall be a blossoming 
Paradise, and clashing Interests and Jarring strifes give place to a universal 
union of all energies for the general good, to a community of happiness and 
^9uceV'—QT08h''8Ma7mal^p. 96. 
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Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — Noble Grand, 
a brother is ready to receive the mysteries of this 
degree. 

Noble Grand — What is his name? 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — What is his 
name? 

Outside Conductor — David, the son of Jesse. 

Inside Guardian {olosiag the wicket) — David, the son 
of Jesse. 

Noble Grand — Why comes he here? 

Inside Gtcardian (opening the Mricket) — Why comes 
he here? 

Outside Conductor — To visit Saul, king of Israel. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — To visit Saul, 
king of Israel. 

Noble Grand — Admit him to the presence of the king. 

Noble Grand — (three raps, all rise). 

Tbe Outside Conductor enters with the candidate, and condaots htm to the 
middle of the room, facing the Noble Grand. After a pause, he exclaims r€Vfr- 
tntly: 

Outside Conductor — Hail to the king! 

Noble Grand (as king) — Welcome, son of Jesse! Thou 
hast smitten mine enemies and brought me the spoils 
of victory. 

The Lodge (led by Warden) — Saul has slain his 
thousands, and David his tens of thousands! 

Noble Grand (as king) — This is treason to the king! 
Ho! my guards! I will smite him with the sword! 

Here a sword or some heavy substance Is thrown down by the side of the can- 
didate. 

The Lodge (led by Warden) — Fly! — ^Away! — He will 
kill thee! Away! Away! 

The Ontside Conductor hurries the candidate entirely around the lodge-room; 
then walking slowly, he is met near the Vice Orand's chair, by the Inside Con- 
ductor, \f ho represents Jonathan. 



\ 
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Inside Conductor (laying, bis hand upon the shoulder 
of the candidate) — David, I am thy friend; my father 
seeketh to kill** thee; now, therefore, take heed and 
abide here. T will go and stand by my father, and what 
I see I will tell thee. Hide thyself by the stone Ezel: 
I will shoot three arrows on its side as though I shot at 
a mark. And will send a lad, saying, " Go, find the 
arrows." If I say to him, " Behold, the arrows are on 
this side of thee," then come thou, for there is peace to 
thee, and no hurt; but if I say to the lad, " Behold, the . 
arrows are beyond thee," go thy way. 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

The Inside Oonductor, as Jonathan, goes away, and the Ontstde Condnctor 
leads the candidate once entirely around the lodge-room, halting at the side of 
and near the middle of the room, where something representing the stone Ezel Is 
placed. 

Outside Conductor — Let us hide by this rock. 

Inside Conductor (as Jonathan, from opposite side of^ 
the room, after a pause, loudly) — Here, lad, find out the 
arrows that I shoot. [Twangs his bow loudly several 
times, then -shoots three blunt arrows]. 

Right Scene Supporter (as lad, standing between 
David and Jonathan, loudly) — Where are they? 



NoTB 44. — " 1 Samuel xix:!-?: And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all 
hisseryantfl, that they should kill David. But Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted 
much In David ; and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul, my father, seelseth to 
kill thee. Now, therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, 
and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself: and I will go out and stand beside 
my father in the field where thou art, and I will coaimunc with my father of 
thee; and what I see, that I will tell thee. And Jonathan spake good of David 
unto Saul his father, and satd onto him. Let not the king sin against his servant, 
against David: because he hath not sinned against thee, and because his works 
have been to thee-wiurd very good. For he did put his life in his hand, and ^lew 
the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel: thou sawest 
it, and didst rejoice ; wherefore, then, wilt thou sin against innocent blood to 
slay David without a cause? And Saul hearkened unto the voice of J^athan. 
and Saul sware. As the Lord Hveth he shall not be slain. And Jonathan called 
David,' and Jonathan showed him all those things, and Jonathan brought David 
toSaal, and he was in his presence as in times past. '— (?ro«A-« Manual^ p.WI. 
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Inside Oonductor — Are not the arrows beyond thee?* 
Make haste! speed! stay not! 

Inside Conductor (after waiting for lad to ran and get 
the arrows)— Here, lad, take this bow and arrows; go, 
carry them to the city. 

Bight Scene Supporter (as lad, near the inside door of 
the lodge-room) — I go, my noble prince. 

After a lengthy pause, tbe Ootside Conductor leads the candidate around the 
room, and halts near the middle of the lodge- room, where they are met by the 
Inside Conductor as Jonathan. 

Inside Conductor (as Jonathan, laying his hand upon 
the shoulder . of the candidate) — David, son of Jesse, 
behold my father would kill" thee, and yet I love thee 
as iny own soul. Let us swear the one to the other in 
friendship forever. 

The Inside Conductor (as Jonathan) kneels down upon his right knee, and the 
Outside Conductor causes the candidate also to kneel In the same manner, with 
his face to the Inside Conductor, their left knees touching, and their right hands 
clasped. 

The Inside Conductor (as Jonathan), and the Outside Conductor for the can- 
didate, slowly, solemnly and together utter the following: 

The Lord be between me and thee, and between my 
seed and thy seed forever. 

The candidate and the Inside Oonductor continue kneeling, the lodge is called 
up, and being led by the Chaplain or Warden, repeat this covenant slowly as 
follows : 

The Lodge — The Lord be between me and thee* and 
between th}' seed and my seed forever. 

The Inside Conductor and the candidate arise and the Inside Conductor retires. 
The candidate is then faced towards the Vice Qrand. 

Vice Grand — Hail to the covenant of friendship!" 



NoTX 45. — **But soon the evil spirit again came upon Saul, and his attempts 
on David's life compelled the young man to flee to Samuel in Ramah.**— (?ro«A'8 
MdnucU, p. US. 

NoTS 46.— ** This teacher of past ages also says that Friendship, Love and 
Truth are not only a safeguard, but a remedy for all the social and moral evils 
that afflict our TtkCe.''—Oro8h'8 Manual, p. 96. 
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CudldmM la D)*dc to Itce tli« Put Gnmd. 

Prist Grand— B.aM to the covenant of friendship! 

CandldBie li made to (Kce ihe Noble Oruid. 

The Lodge (leti by the Warden)— Hail to the covenant 
of friendship! 

NiAle Grand to Outside Conductor (after a pauae)— 
Conductor, restore our brother to light. 

The Outalde Conductor rsmovEB tbe talladfald, the lodge li aeued, uid lie 
ckDdldiU la led to the Noble Grand's chair. 

Nobh Grand— My brother, 1 will now instruct you 
in the mysteries of this degree. 

In this degree there is an Alarm at the inner door, a 
Password and Explanation of the Password, a Sign and 
Answer to the Sign, a Memento, a Warning Sign, the 
Sign of Safety, the Sign of Danger, a Grip and Token. 

The Alarm at the inner door la three raps. 

The Password is QUIVER (Q-U-I— V-E-R), to be 
lettered at all times when used for working purposes, 
when in a lodge or in examlnatiou prior to opening. - 
In communicating the Password either to the Warden 
or Inside Sentinel give the letters Q-U-I, and if request- 
ed by the Warden or Inside Sentinel, the remainder of 
the word — V-E-R — lettered as before. 

Explanation. — That from which Jonathan 
drew the arrows. 



SIGN. 

The Sign is made as follows — extend the 

f fingers of the right hand; place the thumb 

f inside of, and parallel with, the first finger; 

carry the hand to the brow, with the thumb 

resting on the left temple ; draw a line across 

the forehead (fingers touching;) to the right 

temple, describing a rainbow; then drop the 

^ hand to the side. 



ANBWEft. 

Gtraap the root of the left ear with the 

finger and thumb of the right hand, the 

thumb to the froat; then drop the haad 

to the side. 




THE HXMENTO 

Is a bundle of sticks, to represent the 
strength of uuion: united they cannot 
be broken, but singly they can be 

easily broken. 



Clasp the fingers of each hand, with 
the thumb in front of the first finger^ 
place each elbow by the side of the body; 
estend each arm and closed hand hor- 
izontally. 




WunlaK Bt(D. 



Degree op pRiENisHrp. 

SIGN OV SAFETY. 

The hands and urtiiN being in the same 
position as in the Warning >^ign, extend 
the index finger of the right hand,. and 
with it point to and touch the second or 
knuckle joint of the thumb of the left 
hand. 

6IQN OP DANGER. 
Elbows same as before de- 
scribed; place the wrist of the i 
right hand on the second or '- 
knuckle joiut of the thumb of 
attetf. the left hand; extend the index 
finger and point towards the ground. 

GRIP. 

Form a link with 
the thumbs of the 
right hand; clasp * 
hands, each closing in. ^' 




Token. — The rainbow. 



•>\L 



spectal iNSTRrcrrioNS. 



Noble Grand fo Candidate — Wishing to visit a Degree . 
Lodge, or a Subordinate Lodge opened in the degrees, 
you will announce your presence by an alarm at the 
outside door'(the alarm at the outside door is thesameaa 



ENITIATION. 98 

in the Initiatory — one rap)^ when the Outside Gaardian 
will open the wicket and require from you the password 
of the current term. If correct, you will be admitted 
to the ante-room. After clothing yourself in appro- 
priate regalia (having ascertained from the Outside 
Guardian what degree the lodge is open in) you will * 
give three raps at the inside door. The Inside Guardian 
will open the wicket and ascertain your name and rank, 
and (closing the wicket) repoist the same to the proper 
officer of the lodge — the Noble Grand or Vice Grand, 
as the rules of the lodge may prescribe. Having re- 
ceived his directions thereon, the Inside Guardian vill 
again open the wicket and require from you the pass- 
word of the degree in which the lodge is open. If cor- 
rect, the Inside Guardian^will admit you, when you will 
advance to the center of the room and address the pi'e- 
siding officer, only, with the sign of the degree in which 
the lodge is open, who shall make the answer to the 
sign. 

When retiring from the lodge during the sitting, you 
will address the presiding officer, only, with the sign of 
the degree in which the lodge is then open, and that 
officer will answer 3'ou with the proper sign. 

No officer nor member can enter a Degree Lodge, 
when the lodge is open and working as such^ without 
addressing the presiding officer, except the Conductor 
when he enters with a candidate; nor can any officer or 
member retire without addressing the presiding officer 
with the proper sign. 

There is no retiring password used in any lodge 
opened in the degrees. 

The Nobie Grand should carefully Instruct tbe new-made brother Id the metbod 
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of uBlDg the pMSword In working Into a lodge and in examination prior to open* 
ing; also, how to divide a password with a brother out of t\\e lodge. 

CONCLUDING CHABOE. 

Noble Grand (standing) — Brother, by the consent of 
your brethren, you have been advanced to a position of 
great responsibility. The most ancient as well as the 
most true and beautiful example of earthly friendship 
has been presented before you, and you have in your 
own person illustrated ^ noble history. In thai touch- 
ing drama you stood in the presence of royalty and 
listened to the voice of praise, but your merit provoked 
enmity, and you were hunted down as a traitor, when 
you were full of truth and honor. You have thus en- 
acted a part of the comtnon life. Envy is the malicious 
foe of virtue, and is ever ready to destroy what it can 
not imitate or surpass; it is the vice of the weak and 
the vain and the weapon of an ignoble mind. In 
suffering its persecution you have learned a lesson never 
to be forgotten. Man is prone to selfishness and thus 
to live for himself alone; in this isolation he has but 
little sympathy with his fellow-man. In such a mind 
envy takes possession and hatred follows with its horrid 
brood. But there is also a divinity*' in man which weds 
him to lofty motives and honorable actions. The good 
have an affinity for each other which grows up into 
confidence and affection. Generous deeds and unselfish 
purposes are the strongest bonds of union — ^iii his high 
estate, no man liveth to himself. You have acted a 



NoTB 47.—" He will find In these instmctlons the Voice of Wisdom and Truth; 
and he will see that whoevet shall hear and obey them must be respected by the 
wise and good. They teach him his duty to his God, his country, his neighbor, 
his family and himself; they show him how he may live In the enjoyment of a 
peaceful, contented mixkA.''—£k>naUhon'8 Pocket Catt^anion^ p. 9A. 
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part where all was oppression upon the one hand, and 
all was love and protection upon the other. Thus you 
have seen the picture upon hoth sides. It is possible 
that men should combine for the common good; hence 
we have societies, communities, states and nations united 
by a compact which protects their members. But the 
bond is stronger when individuals are united by personal 
contact and held together by a personal covenant. Such 
a covenant we have all entered-into, and you have been 
solemnly added to our fraternal union. By such a tie 
has God bound himself to his creatures on the scroll of 
heaven, with the rainbow as his seal. Such obligations 
have come down to us from every age and country; by 
these, the mystic rights of all nations have been pro- 
tected, and men everywhere brought into fellowship. 
By your solemn pledge you are now entitled to give and 
receive the tokens of a deathless friendship." Every 
Odd-fellow" is your brother, and his family the sacred 
object of your fraternal care* You have become one 
of a vast brotherhood*" which extends to many lands, 
and in their assemblies you will always be welcome. 
The mysteries you have learned will insure you an hon- 
orable reception in strange cities and distant states, 

KoTB 48. — • * The Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of man, then, arc 
the great principles of our Order, embodied In the mottoes thereof, ' In God we 
trust,' and 'Friendship, Love, and Truth.* To Illustrate these principles on the 
limited scale prescribed by human abilities and our pecuniary resources, we have 
united in lodges, each of which Is a mutual Improvement and mutual aid asso- 
ciation. And further to extend our operations and increase onr advantages and 
usefulness together, we have united all these lodges in a general Order, which 
w(> desire to render universal as the family of man on earth. '^ — QroilCs Manual^ 
p. 78. 

NoTB 49. — "The earth Is our country, and the human race our nation.** — 
Qto»JCb Manual^ p. 45. 

NoTS 50. — "As the largest secret association of the age, it has accomplished 
more good, and dispensed more real blessings among men, than any similar socie- 
ty. *'~Z>0»aM80n*« Pocket Companion^ p. IS. 
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where you will be the subject of tender attentions " 
because you are an Odd-fellow. 

Brother (naming the candidate), such is the nature 
and eflFect of the covenant you have taken; the emblem- 
atic color of this degree is pink. 

I now welcome you as a brother of the Degree of 
Friendship." 



NoTK 68.— "This Internal, truly living spirit of Love and of universal fra- 
ternity, pervading all our rituals and ceremonies; recognised in emblems, colors 
and regalia; using every adjunct for strengthening its influence on the soul; 
speaking to ear and eye in every lecture, charge, sign and token, and to the touch 
In grip and prefsure ; and manifesting itself (silently, like rain, and sunshine, 
and electricity) in beneficent organizations and institutions; this soul of all Its 
teachings and workings Is Odd-fellowship, the hidden name in the white stone, 
which he knoweth best who ^ost truly possesses it."— Orosh's Manual^ p. 78. 

NoTB 61. — ••In a perfect financial system of dues and benefits, there is no 
place for charity; and every dollar taken from the sick-fund for mere charity 
Is robbery of that fund.'"— J&ur. Proe. Suprenu Grand Lodg4^ S^tnon 0/I88O, 
p. 8in. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

First, or Degree of Friendship, 
glosikg ceremonies. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — firothers, having 
concluded our business for the evening, you will please 
rise {three raps) while we proceed to close the lodge. 
We thank you for your presence, and wish your attend- 
ance at our future meetings. You will now advance 
the sign of the Third Degree. Warden, proclaim the 
lo4ge duly closed. 

Waralenr^Bj direction of the Noble Grand (or Degree 
If i»ter) I proclaim the lodge duly closed. 

NoMe Chrand {or Degree Master) — (one rap). 



ANALYSIS DEGREE OF FRIENDSHIP. 

Bhakspeare's Foftralt of Odd-fellowlsm— The Defirees Invented and Added for 
Purposes of Greed or Ambition— Ex -Vice-President Colfax and the Rebekab 
Degree a Case la Point— Sacrilegious Use of the Narrative of David and 
Jonathan in This Degree— How Initiates Feel— ** Is This Real Masonry or 
Have They Been Fooling Me?*'— Bepetitlon the Cure for Disgust at the Cer- 
emonies— A Deceived Man In the Initiation, but a Devil -Worshiper In the 
Degrees— The Body Profaned and the Will Subdued and Fascinated, he De- 
lights In the Moral Uncleanness of False Worship— The Only Remedy— 
The Diversity of Form Conceals tha Unity in Essence of the Secret Wor- 
■hlps— A Shame even to Speak of them in Paul's Time— Orders Never Grow 
Bapidly until they Begin to Worship— Effect of Religious Rites without Re* 
llglon— Nurses of Nihilism. 

* But then I sigh and, with a piece of Scripture, 
Tell them — that God bids us do good for evil: 
And thus I clothe my naked villainy 
With old, odd ends stolen forth of Holy Writ, 
And seem a saint when most I play the dcvlI." 

-Jiichard III. 

Ti^e " many simple gulls " of Sbakspeare's day are not 
all dead yet. Who could imagine, were there not facts 
to prove it, that grown men of ordinary sense and 
capacity could act over, year after year, weekly, the ' 
puerilities of this " Friendship Degree " in Odd-fellow- 
ship! All of this " OfiDER," beyond initiation, which 
was at first a drinking-bout in an ale-house, as Grosh 
confesses (Mantml, p, 23X and which still retains a 
tinge from the complexion of its origin, has been in- 
vented and added by designing men for the purposes of 
greed or ambition. What else ever moved Schuyler 
Co//iia? to invent an outside degree for women? The 
fame which moved the hunchback politician, Richard, to 
smile and quote Scripture moved Colfax. Bichard 
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wanted a crown, and he got it. Colfax wanted oflBce, 
which he gained by the same "old, odd ends stolen forth 
of Holy Writ," and seeming saintship. 

This story of Da,vid and Jonathan, beautiful as a 
sacred historic fact, acted over in a lodge, at night, by 
a promiscuous body of men selected for their "sound 
health " and capacity to pay dues, is literally " stolen " 
for selfish ends, and becomes an affront and a sacrilege. 
Its uses in Odd-fellowship, like that of all the "degrees," 
is that of splints to a weak back. Thousands of initi- 
ates, when put through the initiation, feel as did Hon. 
Samuel D. Greene, after being made an Entered Ap- 
prentice, and sitting down beside the Senior Deacon, who 
was also deacon in Greene's church. He turned and 
pleadingly asked his Christian brother in a whisper: 
" Deacon, won't you tell me if this is real Masonry, or 
have they been fooling me?" 

The cure for this rational, natural disgust at being 
hoodwinked, handled and profaned, is repetition. Now, 
the initiate knows the fool's play as he did not at first. 
And the first time a man imposes on me, the fault is 
his; the second time, the fault is my own. The three 
knocks of the entersign, the hollow rattle of the gavel 
strokes, the mock-solemn wording and mouthing of the 
lecture and the charge, all leading to the practical real- 
ities, degree fees and obligations of concealment, en- 
larged and deepened by repetition, and all canonized by 
prayer and song; when all this is gone over with the 
second time in this " friendship degree," the dupe be- 
comes a voluntary devil-worshiper. The sacredness of 
his body gone by handling, his will habituated to yield- 
ing without a reason, and he practicing religious wor- 
ship in what he now knows to be a farce — a change 
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slowly comes over him. He becomes possessed, and he 
goes forward under an impulse like that which takes 
the charmed bird or frog into the snake^s mouth! His 
virgin disgust is now gone, and he delights in the lodge 
as prostitutes delight in a brothel; and when once Satan 
has thus infected his moral nature with his sorcery, 
nothing but the blood of Christ can ever take it out of 
him. 

The endless diversity in the forms of false worships 
conceals from the worshiper the fact that a super- 
natural power is evermore present in them. And the 
rank and file of Masonry and Odd-fellowship are filled 
up by young men artizans, students and shopmen, 
whose occupation or frolic, or both, prevents comparison 
and generalization; and hence the dupe of one lodge 
imagines that his is the only thing of its kiud, little 
dreaming that, as Grosh says, *'one lodge is amoral copy 
of another," from the Pyramids and the " rite of Miz- 
raim" down to a juggling spirit-circle or a village lodge. 
So that while the poor deluded soul supposes he is 
favored above and beyond the rest of mankind he is 
only being put through bodily and mental processes 
identical with the experience of the myriads of false 
worshipers over the whole earth. 

The heathen god Proteus was said to*escape detection 
by changing his shapes — now a tiger, a lion, a flame of 
fire, a whirlwind or a rushing stream. So Satan shifts 
the forms of his worships to hide his hateful presence, 
the meanness of their moral nature and their disastrous 
eflfects. It was " a shame even to speak" of the filthy 
abominations covered by these pretentious and lofty 
" mysteries " in the days of the Apostle Paul. They 
were suppressed at Rome. As soon as Christianity be- 
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• 

c^me popular they shifted their shapes into th^ knight- 
hoods of the Temple and St. John; and, like Aaron and 
Jeroboam, added a heathen ritual to an orthodox creed. 
They swindled, strutted, strumpeted, prayed and grew 
rich,till the maddened multitude whom they had imposed 
upon and whose money they had absorbed suppressed 
their lodges and executed them by hundreds in a day. 
(See any authentic history of medieval Europe.) 

The explanation of this rapid and fearful degenerat- 
ing process in all false wprships is that Satan is their 
god — the deity of all the worships on earth which leave 
out Christ. And Satan is an unclean spirit, a '' liar," 
^^ murderer,^^ and, as Judas was after he entered him, a 
" thief." 

And a careful inspection, comparison and pondering 
of these dark orders will show that they never grow 
and spread rapidly till they begin to worship — that is, 
till Satan, enters them and receives .what he asked of 
Christ — ^WORSHIP. Masonic and Odd-fellows' lodges 
were but semi-occasional drinking frolics till they ceased 
to be trades-unions and set up worship. Then they 
grew. And as nothing hardens like religious rites 
practiced without religion, their leaders turned to stone. 
Their secrets were revealed and they murdered the re- 
vealers. And though they cease to murder where they 
lose more than they gain by it, they are still nurses of 
Nihilism, whose creed is jiothing but blood! 



CHAPTER IX.^ 

Second," or Degree of Brotherly Love. 

initiation, 
general instructions. 

Tlie Conductor, In confcrrinff this degree, will proceed very deliberately. Iq 
tlie dramatic parts he should, after saying, ' ' A priest Is passing, '' appear to wait 
until the priest has time to come up. So when he says, ' * But passes by on the 
other side," he should pause to allow him to go away. The same should occur 
in the case of the Lerlte. A sufficient time should be allowed for the Samaritan 
to come, after he speaks of him. and before he calls upon him for help. 

He will particularly note the various pauses required In delivering his part, and 
avoid all appearance of haste, so as to produce a solemn effect. The same direc- 
tions win apply to the part of the "Warden. 

Appropriate scenery, costumes and furniture may be used In this as well as In 
the psecedlng degree, the same being left, within reasonable limits, to the option 
of the lodge; but In no case must such additions be allowed to conflict with, or 
modify either the form or language of the written work! 

Any number of candidates may receive the First Part of the Second Degree, 
or the whole of the Third Degree at the same time. 

There will, be no objection to having members to personate the priest and 
the Levlte in the Second Degree; if done. It should be in suitable costume, and 
the priest and the Levlte should come and go as required, by the written work. 
In no event shall they be permitted to speak or take any part which will make 
them known to the candidate, or change any part of the work as now written . 



NoTB 53. — "Whxbxas, The work of th^ Order has been revised at this session, 
therefore 

Besolved, That all the members of the Order who have heretofore received 
the First and Second degrees under the old work, shall be entitled to rank as 
members of the First Degree of the revised work. All members who have re- 
ceived the Third and Fourth degrrees of the old work, shall be entitled to rank as 
members of the Second Degree of the revised work, and all members who have 
received the Fifth Degree of the old work, shall be entitled to rank as members 
of the Third Degree of the revised work without charge."— ./owrna/ of Pro- 
ceediftgs Supreme Orand Lodge, Session of 1880, p. 8412. 
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Part L 

Noble Grand — Conductor, you will retire to the ante- 
room, receive and introduce the candidate. 

Conductor ** addresses tbe chair** with the sign of the degree, retires to ante- 
Toom, condncts the candidate (not blindfolded) to the Inside door and glres the 
alarm — three raps. 

Inside Ghmrdian — Vice Grand, there is an alarm at 
the door. 

Vice Grand — ^Attend to the alarm. 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — Who comes 
there? 

Conditctor — A brother who has taken the covenant of 
the order, and now seeks to advance further into ou^ 
mysteries. 

Inside Gimrdian (closing the wicket) — A brother 
has taken the covenant of the order and now seek^ to 
advance further into our mysteries. 

Vice Grand — Why does he seek to advance? 

Inside Guardian (opening' the wicket) — Why does he 
seek to advance? 

Conductor — Because he would learn how to discharge 
his obligation. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — Because he 
would learn how to discharge his obligation. 

Vice Grand — Admit him, that he may be instructed 
in the divine lesson of humanity. [Conductor enters 
and proceeds with candidate to chair of Vice Grand.] 

Condtictor — ^Vice Grand, I present to you for instruc- 
tion in the Degree of Brotherly Love, our worthy^ 

brother, , who has been duly elected thereto. 

Vice Grand (to candidate) — Before you receive the 
mysteries of this degree, are you willing to enter into a 




-"- 
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solemn obligation to retain its secrets, and to perform 
all the lawful duties which it may enjoin? [If the can- 
didate answers in the affirmative, the Vice Grand con- 
tinues]: Then place yourself in the attitude in which 
you were initiated into this order and repeat after me. 
Noble Grand — (three raps, all rise). 

OBLIGATION DEGREE OF BROTHERLY LOVE. 

I, 7 , in the presence of the brethren of the 

Degree of Brotherly Love now assembled, do solemnly 
promise that I 'will never reveal the signs, secrets or 
mysteries of the Degree of Brotherly Love, to any per- 
son, unless by the laws and usages of this order he is 
entitled to receive such information; but will guard 
them with jealous care from all persons who have not 
lawfully obtained the same. To the faithful perform- 
ance of all which I pledge my sacred honor. 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

Vice Grand (to the candidate) — Are you willing to 
submit to the ordeal by which you may become a broth- 
er of this degree? 

Candidate answers. 

Vice Grand {to Conductor) — ^Letthe brother be taken 
to the ante-room, that he may re-enter and take another 
step in fraternity. 

The Conductor, without ** addressing the chair,** will retire with the candidate 
to the ante-room, where he places a short cloak on him, blindfolds him, and 
conducts him to the inside door. 

Part JL 
Condttctor (three raps on inside door). 
Inside Guardian — Noble Grand, there is an alarm at 
the door. 
Noble Grand — Attend to the alarm. 



\ 
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Inside G~uardian (opening the wicket) — Who comes 
there? 

Condmtor — A brother who is ready tq receive the 
mysteries of this degree. 

Inside Giuirdian (closing* the wicket) — Noble Grand, 
a brother is ready to receive the mysteries of this degree. 

Noble Grand — Whence comes he? 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — Whence 
comes he? 

Conductor — From Jerusalem, and is traveling to 
Jericho on a mission of humanity. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — Prom Jerusa- 
lem, and is traveling to Jericho on a mission of human- 
ity. 

Noble Grand — Admit him in the name of that hu- 
manity which he invokes. [The Conductor enters with 
the candidate and conducts him to the chair of the 
Noble Grand]. 

Conductor — Noble Grand, a granger is passing this 
way. 

Noble Grand — Traveler, whither art thou journeying? 

Conductor (for the candidate) — To Jericho. 

Noble Grand — Let the traveler go down to Jericho, 
and may no danger meet him by the way. [The Con- 
ductor walks around the room with the candidate, ad- 
dressing him as follows]: 

Conductor — The day is fine; the way is pleasant, and 
let us hope that the journey will be safe. How those 
pines cluster on the mountain side, and in the distance 
the sea is so calm and beautiful ! That row of green 
trees marks the course of Jordan, the sacred river of 
the chosen people. But see, we are entering a narrow 
defile of the hills. 
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Several membert as robbers surround them In the middle of the lodgC'rooiA 
crying out, • • Stand and dellvej r * • Strike !" ' * Lay on !" • * Death !" and such 
like exclamations. 

During the confusion no person but the Conductor ehall be permitted to 
touch the candidate. The Conductor shall strike the candidate on the shoalder 
with his open hand, and cause him to He down. When th6 candidate is lying 
down, the thleyes run away, taking away the cloak of the candidate. 

A low-bench, box or lounge may be provided as part of the f nmltum, apoa 
which the candidate may be laid. No rough usage to be allowed. 

The candidate continues lying down and after a pause of a moment, the Con- 
da(n;or, speaking for the candidate, exclaims: 

Conductor (speaking slowly and painfully to himself) 
— Alas! alas! I am stripped of my raiment and wound- 
ed and left for dead. 

Conductor (calling a little louder) — ^Help! Help! 

Conductor (again speaking to himself) — ^Ah! a priest 
is passing. 

Conductor (after a pause, then calling a little louder) 
— Help! holy servant of the Temple, I am robbed and 
wounded. 

Conductor (pausing, then speaking to himself) — But 
no, he will not look upon me, but passes by on the other 
side. 

Conductor (calling a little louder) — Help ! Help ! 

Conductor (to himself )^God of Israel, help me — he 
is gone! Must I linger here and die? No! behold, a 
Levite — he stops — he comes this way — ^he is here. 

Conductor (calling a little louder) — son of Levi, 
servant of the altar, help me ! I am robbed and wounded. 

Conductor (pausing, then speaking to himself ) — But 
no, he looks upon me and has no pity. He also passes 
by on the other side. 

Conductor (calling a little louder) — Help ! Help ! Son 
of Levi, help! ( 

Conductor (to himself } — He also has forsaken me. 
But who comes this way? It is a hated Samaritan, an 
enemy of my people. 
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Conductor pausing, then calling a little louder) — 
Help! man of Samaria — I am wounded and dying! 

The Warden slowly approaches the candidate, and as he approaches says: 

Warden (as Samaritan) — What have we here? an 

Israelite wounded and bleeding by the wayside! the 

poor man is about to perish. Is he not after all my 

brother? 

\ 

He advances to the candidate. 

Warden (taking hold of him) — Ah, my friend, you 
shall not perish. 

Warden— Take this garment for your protection. 
[Assisted by the Conductor he puts a cloak upon him.] 

Warden — Arise and lean upon me. 

[Lifts him up.] 

Warden— Come, cheer up and take heart, and we will 
find a place of safety. 

The Warden leads the candidate around the lodge-room, and then to the side 
facing the Past Grand. 

Warden (to the traveler) — Here is an inn — a place of 
refuge. ^Calling a little louder)— ^Ho, there! ho! open, 
landlord! 

[Warden knocks loudly on a table or pedestal.] 

Past Grand (as host, after a pause) — The door is open; 
enter, travelers. 

[The candidate is led near to the Past Grand and 
seated.] 

Warden — Here, host, is a wounded man, who fell 
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among thieves; give him attention, for he has been 
robbed and left for dead. Take this money and provide 
for him. 

[Shakes some small coins in his hand.] 

Warden — Whatsoever thou spendest more, when I 
come again, 1 will repay thee. 

Past Grand (as host)— He shall be cared for, good 
Samaritan. 

After a paase, the candidate will be assisted to rise and be taken twice slowly 
aronnd the lodge -room by the Condactor, and be led to the chair of the Noble 
Grand. 

Conductor — Noble Grand, the traveler has returned. 

Noble Grand — Traveler, tbou hast been robbed and 
left for dead; a priest has seen thee, and a Levite has 
looked upon thee. A Samaritan, an enemy of thy peo- 
ple, came where £hou wast. The priest and the Levite 
were thy brothers of the seed of Abraham. Which of 
these was tby true brother*^ and friend? 

Conductor (for the traveler) — He was my brother and 
friend who had mercy on me. 

Noble Grand — Go thou, O traveler, and do likewise; 
and know that the true priest is not of the Temple, nor 
the true Levite of the altar, but he alone is the servant 



NoTB 64.— •* Singular as that name Is— yea, odious as It may sound to some- 
it has been rendered dear to our hearts by the glorious deeds of benevolence and 
philanthropy performed under It, and by the great moral and religious principles 
associated with It, until Its singularity Is lost In Its moral value and beauty. To 
us, Odd-ftUow Is an honorable name. We love to* wear It, and to bear Its re- 
proach we deem an honor." — Orosh's Manual^ p. 58. 
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of God and thy brother who delivers the needy when 
he crieth, the poor also, and him that hath no helper. 
Noble Grand — (three raps, calling up the lodge). 

Noble Grand (to the lodge)— Brothers, what think 
you of that which you have witnessed? 

The Lodge (led by the Warden) — He is my brother 
and friend who had mercy on me. 

[This is repeated. J 

NobU Grand (to Conductor) — Let the eyes of the 
brother be opened, that he may see a lodge of Brotherly 
Love." 

[Blindfold is removed.] 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

Noble Grand — My brother,! will now instruct you in 
the mysteries of this degree. 

In this degree there is an Alarm at the inner door, a 
Password, a Sign and Answer to the Sign, a Token and 
a Grip. 

The Alabm at the inner door is three raps. 

The Passwobd is MOSES (M-O-S— E-S), to be let- 
tered at all times when used for working purposes. In 
communicating the Password give the letters M-O-S, 



KoTX 56.— •*It is nnfortnnate for our Order, and for not a few of Its mem- 
bers, that too macli prominence has been ^nerally. given to Its feature of j90tftini- 
ary beneflts in seasons of sickness and death, and pecuniary aid In circumstances 
of want and distress . This, though a laudable and useful trait in our operations, 
is hardly a tithe of our aims and objects. By this undue prominence of the 
pecuniary relief afforded even our own members have had their attention and 
efiorts greatly withdrawn from the moral and social Influences which the Order 
liM eminently circulated to promote."— 6^o«A'« Manual^ p. 76. 
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and if reqaired the remainder— E-S — lettered as be- 
fore, \ 



Tbe right hand 13 placed across the left 
hand, palms touching; clasp the hands 
ix)th hy fingers and thumbs, thnmbs 
meeting. The answer is the same as thi 
sign. 



ToKEH.— The Token is Moses' Rod. 



Clasp the right hands, with 
the thumbs pressing the third 
or knuckle joint of the second 
finger. No shaking of hands in 
making the Grip 



LECTDEE OP THB DEGREE. OF BROTHEBLT LOVE. 

NMe Grand — My brother, in the Degree of Friend* 
ship yon assumed an obligation which changed your 
relations to a vast number of persons. You can never 
forget the hour when you were the object of envy and 
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hatred, and were cheered by a spectacle of confidence 
and devotion. It was a moment of heart-felt enjoyment 
when your hand was grasped in friendship, and a voice 
ftdl of sympathy gave you encouragement. It was then 
that two hearts melted into one in a solemn league and 
fraternal covenant." By that engagement you were 
bound to perform the offices of Brotherly Love. Heaven 
has witnessed your vow, and the Common Father has 
smiled on that compact. All Odd-iellows are now your 
comrades, your advisers and your friends. A solemn 
duty has been devolved upon you, and you have been 
taught how it ought to be performed. The central link 
in the chain of Odd-fellowship is '* mutual assistance."" 
Fraternity, unless embodied in acts of humanity, is' but 
an empty n^me. If a brother be naked and destitute 
of daily food, and one of you say unto him, " Depart 
in peace be ye warmed and filled!" notwithstanding 
ye give him not those things which are needful for the 
body, what doth it profit? The answer is obvious: he 
who witnesses suflfering and does not hasten to relieve 
it, is ignorant of the lesson that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. He is an enemy of his race who 
doe? not care for its welfare, and is wedded to selfishness 
and greed. Friendship leads to Brotherly Love, which 



NoTX 56. — **He, therefore, who aBsalls a brother's rights, attacks our own: 
an Invasion of his welfare Is an aggression on oars; for onr rights are the same, 
and our tiapplness is increased by the enjoyments of those who surround us. Tt 
Is our recognition of this great principle that leads us to claim and to grant 
sympathy in suffering, unity In work, freedom In thought and worship, and- to 
resist the force that would invade the natural rights of the human soul/^ — 
Oro8h'8 Manual, p. 273. 

Note 67.— * * The aid we give Is received with a proper dignity and self-respect, 
so that when ability returns the family resume their usual avocations, blessing 
the Order which sustained and aided it without bestowing alnyi/"'—<if'f'08h''9 Man^ 
ual^p 67* 
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makes the strong to support the weak, the young to 
reverence the old, the rich to help the poor, the educated 
to instruct the ignorant, the well to nurse the sick, and 
makes all good men seek to imitate the goodness of the 
Father of all men. 

My brother, in the Degree of Brotherly Love yon 
have acted a part in a famous drama, which has received 
the plaudits of the world for many generations. You 
were assaulted and robbed, wounded, and left upon the 
highway to perish." A priest of the Temple journeyed 
that way and saw your condition; his office required 
tiiat he should have pity, but he passed on and left you 
to die by the wayside. A Levite, who swung the golden 
censers in the holy place and served at the consecrated 
altar, also saw you, and approached and looked upon 
you; but he, like the robbers and the priest, abandoned 
you to your fate. But wonderful to relate, an enemy 
on his journey came that way and found you bleeding 
and suflfering. Although he knew that you were not of 
his religion, nor of his people, and that you were not 
his friend; though he had no fortune and no tithes with 
which to pay for your nursing and support, yet his 
bowels of compassion were moved; he stopped — he ran 
to your relief." How tenderly he raised your stricken 



NoTB 58. — "Though a storm more fearful than any thou hast yet encountered 
— that of physical death — shall soon burst upon thee, the hand of God almighty, 
which has sustained thee thus far, will protect thee amid that storm, and thou 
Shalt come up through It with Joy and gladness to the land of eternal delight.** — 
Donaldson's Pocket Companion^ p. 138. 

KoTs 59.-r-^*It Is not to be wondered at, then, that so many, even among 
Odd-fellows, have overlooked, or at times forgotten, the most Important uses and 
alms of Odd-fellowship to be, the Imbuing of the minds of our brethren with 
proper conceptions of their powers and capacities, giving them just and practical 
views of their duties and responsibilities, exhibiting their dependence upon Ood, 
and bringing them to a knowledge and practice of the true fraternal relatloni 
between man and man. *'—0r08h's Manual^ p. 80. 
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My and poured balm into your wounds, and how 
gently he brought you to life by words of pity and 
encouragement! You can never forget that he exposed 
himself to the keen mountain winds when he took off 
his cloak and wrapped it around you. How carefully 
he led you to the inn, and with what liberality he gave 
the money that assured you of shelter and safety. 
Such is the story of the good Samaritan. All Odd-fel- 
lows, so far as they have the ability, seek to imitate 
this memorable example. Learn from this history that 
he only is an Odd-fellow who has pity and mercy, and 
who hastens to the relief*" of a brother in distress. 
Membership in a lodge is nothing, tjie obligation of 
friendship is nothing, the assertion of our principles less 
than nothing" nnless we have Brotherly Love," which 
is the bond of unity. Of all historical men, Moses ex- 
hibited the most self-denial and fraternal affection. . He 
represents an ideal of unselfishness without a parallel. 
A man of rare learning, he cast his lot among a multi- 



NoTX 00. — '*Lctu8, then, persist In the glorious work we have commenced, 
with Tlgor and unflinching stability; let our bark, while sailing on the extensive 
ocean of Fellowship, be guided by the compass of Justice; and, if we may con- 
tinue the metaphor, let us perscverlngly pursue the track its needle Indicates; 
that, when arrived at our destined haven, we may with a pure consciousness 
of having supported to the utmost our purpose of benevolence and charity, securely 
recline our heads on Che satisfactory pillow of contentment, and indulge in the 
aspiring hope that when summoned from this sublunary sphere we may meet 
▼ith an eternal welcome In that * angel -land * where ' sorrow intrudes not, ' where 
'the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest.'" — Donaldson'*» 
Pocket Companion^ p. 182. 

• NoTK 61. — * * A brother of noble character and long years of service, suspended 
because of absolute Inability to pay his dues, is classed with the rich bad men 
who won*t pay them. We apply the law when the dues are not paid, assuming 
there Is no cause for the failure. This is not charity. "—Journal of Proceed- 
ings Sovereign Grand Lodge^ Session of 1880, p. 8218. 

NoTS 68. — • * This Order can never be made a merely beneficial institution. It 
If more than that: it is as lofty as human thought and aspiration." — JowtmiX 
</ Frocetdinqs Sovereign Grand Lodges Session of 1880, p. 8213. 
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tude of uncultured slaves; the adopted son of royalty, 
he laid down his rank and riches, and became an out- 
cast for defending one of his lowly people. It was 
enough for him that they were poor and afflicted. For 
them he left a royal court and became an exile in the 
wilderness; and, haying led them to national greatness, 
he meekly died in sight of that inheritance whioh, 
denied to him, became the portion of his ungrateful" 
brethren. Such are the examples which compose the 
instruction in this degree, whose emblematic color is 
blue. And now, by authority of the Independent Order 
of Odd-fellows, I declare you a brother of the Royal 
Blue, or Degree of Brotherly Love. 



NoTB tt8.~" Old Odd-fxllows. These broUicrs are subjected to one wrong. 
On changing residence they take a withdrawal* card and seek to Join a lodge at 
their new home ; but they are rejected because of age. The old lodge frequently 
declines to take them back, and they are turned out to die. "— /owttcrf of Pro- 
€44dk%g$ Sovereign Grand Lodge, Seesion 0/I88O, p. 8812. 



ANALYSIS DEGREE OF BROTHERLY LOVE. 

ChrfBt^s Parables In a Satan's Lodge Theatre with the Name of their Aatbor 
Supprcsaed— Why do Masonry and Odd-fellowship take their Moral Lessons 
from the Christian Bible Instead of froka the Koran?— Why Is there no Odd- 
fellow Brotherly Love in Unchristian Lands?— The Lodges Depend Upon 
Christ, Whom they Exclude and Reject, for their Ideas of Brotherly Love 
—Yet They Claim the Credit of Orl^nating the Virtues Stolen from Christ— 
The Lodge is Thus Deism and Infidelity— Claims Superiority to Christianity — 
It Cannot Promote Brotherly Love— A Practical Illustration of Odd-fellow 
**Brotherly Love, "given by the Lodge at Galesburg, Illinois— A Masonic 
and Odd-fellow Pastor's Verdict on the Two Institutions — True Love and 
Lodge Love Contrasted — This degree a Counterfeit of the Friendship of 
Christ. 

This degree is Christ's parable of the Good Samaritau, 
dramatized by, and acted in, a lodge which excludes 
Christ! The lecture calls it "a famous drama, which 
has received the plaudits of the world/' but suppresses 
the name of its Author! thus, literally, 

** Stealing the livery of the Court of Heaven 

To serve the devil in. '* 

Why do Masonry and Odd-fellowship take their sa- 
cred lessons from the Christian Bible? Why not from 
the Koran or the Book of Mormon? And why are 
there no " degrees " of brotherly love taught by Odd- 
fellows in the kingdom of Dahomey or the Cannibal 
Islands? The answer is, the lodges depend on Christ 
for their ideas of virtue. Christ has come, has " ele- 
vated" mankind by his teachings, sufferings, death, and 
by sending his Holy Spirit on Christians ^ and these 
Satanic lodges impudently put his Bible on a level with 
the false revelations, which they never quote. And 
whfeu Christianity has civilized a land, these lodges 
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staud by and seize on the Christian virtues as their cap- 
ital stock and claim the merit of originating the virtues 
thus stolen from Christ! And in this Degree of Broth- 
erly Love they dramatize Christ's wonderful parable, 
while they treat its Author with silent contempt! The 
lodge is thus deism and infidelity. If it were not, 
deists and infidels would not loVe it as they now do. 
And, with an amazing efeontery which sinks below 
shame, they claim superiority for the lodge as a world- 
wide religion, for casting out Christ, whose Scriptures 
give them their ideas of virtue, and whose civilization 
furnishes them members, degree fees and dues! 

The idea that " Brotherly Love" can be promoted by 
such a concern is simply preposterous. 

A Colonel, now in our regular army, and who fought 
at the head of a regiment of volunteers in the horrible 
battles of James River, joined the Odd-fellows in Gales- 
burgh, Illinois, while he was a member of my Senior 
Class in Knox College. He was an amiable young man, 
and made a brave and capable officer. I remonstrated 
with him and he left the lodge. He afterwards told me 
that, after all their " brotherly love " professions, the 
nigbt on which he took, as he had a right b}'^ their rules 
^ to take, his withdrawal card, the tone, looks and demean* 
or of his lodge brethren was such that he should have 
feared to be alone with them that night in the woods ! A 
respected pastor of the Congregational church in Sand- 
wich, Illinois, who had been both Mason and Odd-fel- 
low, said to me: " It is devil-worship, as you say." 

'*Why, brother," said I, "you never belonged to 
them, did you?" 

" Yes," he replied, '' when clerk in a business house 
in New York I Joined both lodges; and as I Ippk back 
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oyer the nights I spent in those lodges, and see, at this 
distance, the faces and mien of the members, the whole 
thing seems to me simply diabolical." 

There is but one person in the Universe who can 
overthrow this S5'stem of lodges. That person is the 
** Stronger than the strong man armed." 

The direst of all hatred is counterfeit love. It is the 
best thing corrupted into the worst: corruptio optimi^ 
pessima I It is, indeed, the kiss of Judas Iscariot. Such 
is the "Brotherly Love " of Odd-fellowship. 

True love is natural; that of the lodge, artificial. 
Bible love *'worketh no ill to his neighbor:" lodge love 
worketh no good. Its very favor is " for value received,' 
and dies a certain number of weeks after its victim 
stops paying dues. John Randolph said his philoso- 
pher's stone was " Pay as you go." Grosh says that 
of Odd-fellowship is " Pay in advance " the dues of the 
lodge. — Odd-fellows^ Manual^ pp. 192-3. 

And, curiously enough, a member in the Encamp- 
ment must still keep paying in the lodge below, whether 
he attends there or not. "/w fact^ good standing in the 
Subordinate Lodge^ which signifies freedom from disahiU 
ity by nonrpaym>ent of dms, is essential to good standing 
everywhere else in the Order ^ — Grosh'* s Manual, p. 255. 

To call such a thing " Friendship " is treason to hu- 
man language ! Paying for and entering higher degrees 
does not exonerate from steady payment in the lower 
degrees. So that, as the Odd-fellow goes on from one 
degree to another in this temple of mock friendship, he 
increases his taxes, and so he literally " drags at each 
remove a lengthened chain.^'* The love of husband, wife, 
parentsV children, brothers, friends, wells up in the hu- 
man heart at the mandate of nature. The artificial love 
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of the lodge is pledged to strangers, and springs from 
grips, signs, oaths and obligations. It is not even that 
love of humanity which led the Roman poet to exclaim: 
* *•* I am a man, and what concerns man concerns meT 
For Odd-fellowship excludes humanity from its portals 
by denying its instructions to nineteen-twentieths ot 
the race; and, like all other mystic secret orders, feeds 
the religious cravings of man on the ashe^ and chaff of 
its ritual; excites his veneration by scenic mystery and 
show; pays back a fraction of its ^^ dues^^ in benefits to 
the sick — to rich and poor alike — provided they are not 
too poor or unfortunate to be able to pay the dues, and 
calls this swindling imposture '' Brotherly Love!" 

But all its manifold mischiefs center in and subserve 
this one grand purpose. It is a counterfeit or mimicry 
of the friendship of Jesus Christ. The New Testament 
teaching is that God sends ** the Spirit of his Son," the 
Holy Ohost, into a soul, and he immediately calls God 
his " Father," and Christ becomes his Elder Brother and 
"Friend." — Jno. 15:15. He not only called his dis- 
ciples " friends," but they are called " his brethren." 
— Heb, 2: 17, This stupendous endearment, essentially 
sublime and magnificent in the very theory and thought 
of it, is met and counterfeited by Satan in the lodge, 
by putting his spirit on the members, leading them to 
worship him and calling theip "brothers," and all out- 
side of the lodges "Gentiles" and "profane!" Thus 
the infinite and infinitely glorious friendship and 
brotherhood with the eternal God through Jesus Christ 
is counterfeited, caricatured and counteracted by Satan 
by means of his degrees of " Friendship " and '' Broth- 
erly Love!" 

*Bomo «tffR. €t nUM humanum a me aliewiun puto. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Thibd, OB Degree of Truth.** 

nOTIATION. 

GENERAL DESTRUCTIONS. 

In conferring this degree, the candidate shall not be blindfolded, but the fol- 
lowing Bhall be obserred : , 

The Noble Grand will direct the Conductor to retire to the ante- room, receive 
and introduce the candidate. 

When the Condnctor retires he shall address the chair. ^ 

The Conductor, having examined the candidate In the First and Second De- 
grees, win approach the Inside door with the candidate and give the alarm. 

Part I. 

' Inside Guardian — Noble Grand, there is an alarm at 
the door. 

Nohl^ Grand — Attend to the alarm. 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — Who comes 
there? 

Condtictor — ^A brother, who, having taken the cove- 
nant of the Order, has learned the divine lesson of 
humanity, and now seeks to obtain the Degree of Truth. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — Noble Grand, 

NoTK 64.— "Having been duly prepared to receive this highest degree of our 
Subordinate Lodges, by a diligent acquaintance with those which have preceded 
it, and a proficiency In their duties and workings, the candidate will do well to 
give earnest heed to the Instructions he will receive from those who confer this 
degree on him. "—Oram's ManwU, p. 153. 
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a brother, having taken the covenant of the Order, has 
learned the divine lesson of humanity, and now seeks 
to obtain the Degree of Tru|h. 

Noble Grand — Why does he seek to obtain this 
degree? 

. Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — Why does he 
seek to obtain this degree P 

Conditctor — Because, Truth is the Imperial" virtue. 

Inside Gtmrdian (closing the wicket) — Because Truth 
is the Imperial virtue. 

Noble Grand — What does he expect from the Truth? 

Inside Gruardian (opening the wicket) — What does 
he expect from the Truth? 

Conductor — That it will teach him his duty to God 
and his fellow-man. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — That it will 
teach him his duty to God and his fellow*man. 

Noble Grand — Admit the brother to the mysteries of 
the Degree of Truth. 

^etngr admitted, the Condactor will proceed with the Candidate to the chair of 
the Vice Grand, and introduce him as follows: 

Conductor — Vice Grand, I present to you :, 

a worthy brother, who having been duly elected, seeks 
to obtain the mysteries of this degree. 

Vice Grand (standing) — Has he been found worthy 
in the degrees he has already received, and is he one 

NoTB 65.— '* As the Imperial virtue, Truth appropriates to this degree all pre- 
ceding colors and emblems. White represents Its ptirlty, Pink Its steadiness of 
purpose or irrefranglblUty, uS^utf Its persistence In right speech and action, Qreen 
Its perpetual freshness and eternity; and, as the cardinal virtue, It appropriates 
to Itself the Scarlet badge, and sways a sceptre of dominion over the rest. He, 
therefore, who has this virtue enthroned In his soul, Is priest and monarch of 
hlmtelf and all around him ; for Us power gives him ministry and dominion. This 
is why the brother of this degree finds all stations of the lodge open to him, and 
Is enabled to apeak as by authority concerning the laws of our Order." — Qroskfi 
ifonuai, p. 154. 
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who is likely to perform with fidelity the obligations of 
an Odd-fellow? 

Conductor — He seems in all respects worthy of our 
confidence. 

Vice Grand — Have you carefully examined the broth- 
er in the preceding degrees? 

Conductor — I have, and find him correct. 



VICE gra:nd's chaege. 



Vice Grand — Brother, you are now entering upon the 
last degree of a Subordinate 'Lodge — that which crowns 
the fabric; and we devote it to the principle of Truth," 
which is appropriately introduced in this portion of our 
work; for it follows close after Love, and has an inti- 
mate connection with it. It is the spontaneous result 
of genuine and constant Love. If you are faithful to 
the duties enjoined in the last degree, Truth will ap- 
pear in all you say and do, as an intrinsic ornament of 
your character. If Love is the fundamental element of 
all morality, Truth is the Imperial virtue. It is the 
treasure for which the candid mind ever seeks, the con- 
summation for which we apply in all our investigations. 
It is the sanction of every appeal that is made for the 
good and the right. It condemns the wrongs, the sins, 



NoTX 66.— •*' The former degrees have been deroted to the development and 
applications of Lovb; this has for Its great theme, Truth as a principle of senti- 
ment and of action. Love In the heart and Truth in the understanding are 
closely related. Both issue in the words of the mouth and the actions of the 
life; and are unitedly, therefore, the foundation of moral duty. Love is the 
motive power prompting to right action — Truth the guiding light to direct It. 
Truth is therefore the crowning virtue. It is the great good sought by candor ; 
the great object of all our researches. Every appeal for righteousness and virtue 
rests on it; for it is opposed to all InUiaity and wrong, all error and Ignorance. 
To dwellers In time it may seem tediouc in its progress, and hopelessly to struggle 
for conquest; but eternity will prove it omnipotent, and show It to be the victor 
uU»t."—9ro«h'8 Manual, p. 153. 
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and the falsehoods of the world. It may be long in 
achieving its victory, but it is omnipotent, and must 
triumph at last. The man of Truth is the best and the 
strongest man; his soul, like a spring of clear water, 
reflects the light of heaven and is full of life. His 
speech and his actions are always just — he wins invol- 
untary respect — he blesses and purifies all around him. 
He is a solid landmark amid the waves of faction, the 
storms of passion, and the conflicts of error. 

Vice Grand (to Conductor) — ^Conduct the brother to 
our Noble Grand. [Vice Grand resumes his seat]. 

Tbe Conductor leads the candidate to the chair of the Noble Orand. 

Conductor — Noble Grand, by order of the Vice Grand, 
I present to you this brother for obligation. 

Noble Grand (standing) — Brother, in view of what 
has been intimated in this degree by our worthy Vice 
Grand, are you willing to enter into an obligation with 
us? 

If the candidate replies In the affirmative, the Noble Grand will call the lodge 
up, and continue: 

Noble Grand — Place your right hand on your left 
breast and repeat after me: 

OBLIGATION DEGREE OP TEUTH. 

I, , in the presence of the members of the 

Degree of Truth now assembled, do solemnly promise, 
that I will conceal and never reveal the signs, secrets, 
and mysteries of this degree, unless it be to a brother 
Odd-fellow of this degree in good standing, or in a law- 
ful lodge of brothers who shall be legally authorized to 
receive the same. And, furtheri^ore, I promise to be 
faithful to my former obligations in this Order to the 
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extent of my power so to do. To the faithful perform- 
ance of all which I pledge my sacred honor. 

Ttae Noble Grand gtves one rap, seating the lodge. 

Noble Grand — Brother,' are you willing to advance, 
that you may become a brother of this degree? 

If the candidate answers ki the affirmative, Koble Grand addresses the Con- 
dnctor: 

Noble Grand — Brother Conductor, let the brother be 
taken to the ante-room, that he may re-euter and be 
instructed in the Degree of Truth. 

The Conductor, without " addressing the chair ** with the sign, will retire with 
(he candidate to the ante -room. 

Part II, 

The candidate in this part will be attired In a white robe. 

The Koble Grand will be attired in a scarlet robe and cap, and he may wear a 
wig and beard. 

A chart containing the emblems of the degrees will be placed near the ** prin- 
cipal chair" (Noble Grand's), and the Conductor (with a wand or sword) will 
point out to the candidate each emblem as it Is being described by the proper 
officer. 

The Priests, tn describing the meaning of the emblems must remain at their 
respeotiye stations, and speak therefrom. 

All being ready, the Conductor will advance to the inside door with the can- 
didate, and give the alarm ; three raps. 

Inside Guardiqn — Vice Grand, there is an alarm at 
the door. 

Vic$ Grand — Attend to the alarm. 

Inside Gtmrdian (opening the wicket) — Who comes 
there? 

Conductor — A brother who is ready to receive the 
mysteries of this degree. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — A brother is 
ready to receive the mysteries of this degree. 

Vice Grand — ^Admit him. 

Being admitted, the Conductor will proceed with the candidate to the Vice 
Grand, and introduce him as follows: 

Conductor-r-Yic9 Grand, I have the ples^ure of pre- 
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senting to you for instruction Brother , wliO 

is a probationer, has served his time as such, and has 
proved to be obedient and willing to do his duty in con- 
formity with his obligations. 

Vice Grand — Brother ^ , I welcome you, and 

commend your zeal for promotion in our Order, fully 
believing that you have aii ambition to do good. Be- 
fore you can be advanced to the full enjoyment of this 
degree it is necessary that you give acceptable answers 
to the following questions in presence of the brothers 
here assembled: 

Several brothers draw near, so as to nearly^ surround the candidate. ' The Vice 
Grand proceeds. 

Vice Grand— Do you know of any reason why we 
should not intrust to you the mysteries of this degree? 

Candidate answers. 

Vice Grand — Is it your desire to receive the Scarlet" 
Degree, for the purpose of promoting your iporal"^ and 
intellectual welfare? 

Candidate answers. 

Vice Grand — Brethren of the Priestly** Order, are you 
satisfied with the answers? 

Note 67. — *• Scarlet vestments, aa allusive to the glbry, dignity, and excel- 
lence of the sacerdotal office, arc given to the Fifth, or Degree of the Priestly 
Order. God said to Moses, *Thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron, thy 
brother, for glory and for beauty. ' (Exod. xxvili: 2). In the several specifica- 
tions which follow the pivine charge, we find that scarlet was ordained to be a 
constituent part of the robe, the ephod, the curious girdle of the ephod, and of 
the breast-plate of judgment,**— Grosh' 8 Manual, p. 155. 

Note 68.— ** Prayer Is not part of the work at Initiations In a Subordinate 
Lodge and therefore not admissible."— ^owrnaZ of Proceedings Sovereign 
Grand Lodge, Session of 1880, p. 8209. 

Note 69. — "It is optional with a lodge whether to appoint a Chaplain or not. 
His duty is to open and close the meetings with prayer (using none other than 
the prescribed form), to attend at funerals of deceased brothers, and to officiate 
on all public occasions where the lodge may require his attendance. It is scarcely 
necessary to add that the Chaplain should be a man of good moral character. ** — 
Donaldson^s Pocket Companion, p. 166. 
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It. satisfied with the answers, each member says, I am. 
The brothers surroandfng the candidate retire. 

Vice Grand — Conductor, you will introduce the broth- 
er to the High Priest of this degree. 

The Conductor leads the candidate near the principal chair. 

^Conductor — High Priest Aaron, 1 present to you 

Brother , a probationer, who is qualified to 

receive the Scarlet Degree or Priestly Order. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — My brother, you will 
take your position in charge of the Conductor, and be 
attentive to the instruction you are about to Receive. 

The candidate may here be seated until the symbols haye all been described and 
shown to him. 

Noble Grand — Brother Warden, what are the sym- 
bols of the Initiatory Degree ? 

Wardefi— The All-Seeing Eye,''' the Three Links, the 
Skull and Qross-Bones, and the Scythe. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — Priest of the Initia- 
tory Degree, what do these symbols teach? 



NoTK 70. — * ' The All-skkinq EY^.—Bmblem of -Omniscience. The special 
emblem of the Initiate. 

*' 'Enveloped in a blaze of light and glory, it reminds us that the scrutinizing 
gaze of Our Father Is ever upon us, ' beholding our actions and even our thoughts ; 
for He * searcheth the heart and trieth the reins. ' 

•* On entering or leaving a lodge, we note It as a reminder of the instructions 
at our Initiation, and it serves to keep us steadfast In our integrity. Although, 
to mortal vision, * clouds and darkne^ are round about ' the Invisible One, yet 
we know that 'Judgment and justice are the foundations of His throne, 'and 
that * He dwelleth in light, * and ' in Him is no darkness at all. * * If I say. Surely 
the dJarkness shall cover me — even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the 
darkness hldeth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness 
and the light are both alike to thee.* 

**But this emblem also teaches us the soul-cheering truth that God looketh 
Hndly tmd pityingly ui)on US', for* He remembereth that we are dust;*— and 
that He provldeth for all our wants, and is so minute in His paternal care, that 
even the hairs of our heads are numbered. 

"Let us, then, gratefully, as well as reverently, so live under His all-seetng 
eye, that we may thank Him for the past, rejoice before him In the present, and 
eherlsh an humble hope In Him for the future— thus fulfilling the great motto of 
our Or4Qr: * In <?op w» Trust.'"— ^ro«A'* Manual, p. 101, 
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heft Supporter of the Vice Grand (as Priest of the 
Initiatory Degree)— 



THE ALL-SEEIKG El^E 



Enveloped i n a 

blaze of light and 

^ glory, reminds us 

^ that the scrutiniz- 

^g ingeye of Omnip- 



-^ otence is ever up- 
^ on us; that all our 



^^^^ ' f ^ ..A x^^^J^M^ thoughts, words 

"^i^^^pfliliiHlll^^^^p^" aad actions are 
~^^^r^©]^^|^l%M^-~" open to his view. 

The light of morning and the darkness of night are alike 
to him; and he trieth the reins and seareheth the hearts 
of the children of men. Yet, at the same time it illus- 
trates that sleepless goodness which looks down in 
mercy upon our frailties, and kindly ministers to our 
ever returning wants. 

THE THREE LtNKS" 

Represent the grand motto of our Order: Friendship, 
Love, and Truth. They belong to that long chain of 
moral principles that bind us together 
as a fraternity. They are welded in 
the fires of purity by the sacred hands 
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NoTK Tl.— '• Th« Thbxb Links.— .2!Sw6i«m of F. L. A T. It represents tta« 
all-encircling chain of sympathy that unites us as one in our alms, labors, and 
abundant rewards ; and reminds us that we are thus bound for our own and each 
each other's welfare. And it teaches us (as we have learned from the lips of 
Antiquity), that the best safeguard against the ills of life will be found In the 
practice of Friendship, Love, and Truth.—' Fo^qxt it ?fOT,'"— (?raM** Main- 
WU, p. 103, 
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of JehoTak Thus bound with the chain of sincere 
friendship, nnfeigned love, and simple truth, we may 
live in the bonds of peace, and harmoniously pursue 
our labors for the amelioration of our race. . 

THE SKOLL AND CROSS-BONES" 
Are to remind us of the cpnsuming procesiS of nature. 
To-day we are n the full realization of health, and 
enjoyment of the 
pleasures of this 
vorld In a little 
wh le the ever- 
bum ng ftimace 
of time will con- 
sun e to ashes all 
that hath life 
and V gor in this 
terre t al sphere. 
They most forci- 
bly remind us th t we are bound by solemn engage- 
ments to give to the mortal remains of a departed 
brother decent sepulture and wh le we lay his body in 

NoT« 73.— "Tm Sicai. ixn Cbosbbd Basta.—Xntblan of Morlatiiy. li 




orldly thlngi— the I 



to labor for tti«ipK>do[ tbut grei^tli 
poace,"— GrmA'iJ/imuo/,^. 108. 
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the tomb, to cherish a lively recoUectipn of his virtues^ 
and bury all his imperfections beneath the clod that 
rests upon his bosom. 

THE SCYTHE," 

The universal emblem of time, is 
to us the symbol of death. As the 
grass falls before the mower's 
scythe, so man, like the flower and 
grass of the field, must wither be- 
neath the touch of Time, and fall 
before the scythe of the King of 
Terrors. • 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — Warden, what are the 
symbols belonging to the First Degree, or the Degree 
of Friendship? 

Warden — The Bow and Arrows, the Quiver,^* and 
the Bundle of Sticks. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — Priest of the First 
Degree, what do these symbols teach? 




NoTS 78.— "TuBBOTTHB * remtnds US Of the solemn troth, that as the grass 
falls before the mower's scythe, so man, being as the grass and flower of the 
field, must wither before the touch of Time, and fall before the King of Terrors, 
Both teach us, that It Is only through Time that we can reach Eternity — only 
through Mortality that we can attain Immortality — only through death to sin that 
we can enter into eternal llte."—Oro8h^8 Manual^ p. i202. 

"Note 74. — "The Quivbr and the Bow. — Emblem of PrepcarcUion. *In 
peace prepare for war.* Truly, the bow is unstrung, the quiver unslung, the 
arrows undrawn — but all are ready! They remind us of the ancient mode of 
warfare, and of the manifestation)* of devoted friendship between Jonathan and 
David. 

* ' The unstrung how teaches the benefit of relaxatlbn from undue tension of 
mind or body, when recreation can be safely sought — and the full quiver as lm« 
pressively teaches the Importance of preparation for action, even in our hoara 
of ease and enjoyment. 

'* The true Odd-fellow will always have ready his quiver and his bow to guard 
a brother from danger, or to promote his welfare-^a hrotber, ever, In war M la 
peace,*'— ^M'«ifantta/,|). m. 
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Right Supporter of tke Vice Grand (as Priest of the 
First Degree)— 

THE BOW, ABROWB, AND QIJIVBE, 

Are to remind us of the covenant between Jonathan 
and David.andby 
them we are 
taught to put 
fortn every laud- 
able effort to save 
a brother from 
the wrath of an 
enemy. They also 
remind us that 
we should always 

be ready to do battle in the Lause ot truth and justice. 

THE BUNDLE OF STICKS" , 

Is a beautiful emblem of union, and 
teaches us the importance of that virtue 
in our benevolent enterprise. Separate 
the sticks, and the strength of a child 
may destroy them; but while united a 
giant's power might be exerted in vain 
^ to break them. Separated, we should be 
speedily broken and destroyed by the ac- 
cumulating tide of worldly selfishness; 
but united as brothers we bid defiance to 
all opposition,and triumph over the greatr 
eat difficulties. 
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NMe Grtmd (as High Priest)— Warden, what are the 
symbols belonging to the Second Degree, or the Degree 
of Brotherly Love? 

Warden— The Axe/* the Heart and Hand/' the Globe, 
the Ark and the Serpent. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — ^Priest of the Second 
Degree, what do these symbols teach ? 

Left Supporter of the Noble Grand (as Priest of the 

Second Degree)— 

THE AXE 

by it the pioneer makes ^ ^^^ ^ fe f£7i^^ ^ ^g ^_~''^ - 

the forest for the spread ^^^^^^^ i^^^^^^ 
of civilization. ^^^^^l^^|2^^^^^ 

Note 76.— • • Tms Axx. —UMblem of Pioneering. It reminds us that as the 
trees of the wildemesB roast fall before the axe, ere the sunlight can disperse its 
gloom and the land become a fruitful field, so must Divine Truth be applied, to 
every cumbering tree and poisonous vine within us, before we can realize the 
genial glow and fully profit by the influences of Fraternity In our lodge, our 
Order, and in the famJUy of man. It thus teaches us to clear away every blind - 
log prejudice and passion-^* every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit * — and 
cast them into the consuming and purifying fires. 

*'[ In many lodges it is customary to collect donations for the needy and dis- 
tressed on the Warden*B axe, which has painted on the side presented for the 
donation the expressive Heart inffand].''—Orosh'8 Manual, p. 104. 

NoTB TT.—** Thk Heart in B.atsd.— Emblem of Sincerity. And, Incljaded 
In this, Candor and Frankness. Though the insignia of the Past Grand, yet it is 
an emblem of the initiate, to remind him of the Past Grand's charge — that 
* basis or substratum of our Moral Temple, * which our feet press at our en- 
trance, and whose lessons, opening as we advance, precede us through all the 
degrees and offices of the Order. 

* * It reminds us that there should be no Improper concealment of feelings and 
purposes among brethren — that our greetings should be of the heart as well as 
of the hand — 'that what the one In love dictates, the other in alacrity should 
perform.* And it teaches us that when distress and suffering call, the hand 
should be 'open as day to melting charity,* and the heart warm as mother-love 
to sympathy and relief, remembering that * the Lord loveth the cJieerful giver.' 
And It also tearlios n?, not only sincerity in affection and frankness and candor 
in expression, but that ' with pure hearts atfd clean hands * must we 'come to 
perform the mission of an Order dedicated to Trust In God, and to ' Fbixkdbhip, 
LovB AND Tbuth. ' "— G^(?«V« Manual^ p. 104. 
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TRB HEABT ASD EAKD 

Imply, that -wheii we greet our brethren, it should be 

^-t/l „ with that sincerity and af- 

_^mTdS'ih fection which proceeds 

^Sf^Mm f from the heart. This em- 

^^^^VVgLi^ blem, also, reminds iis of- 

iBBBB li»y "^ that constant and uniform 

^^^■nf li -r lesire for the welfare of 

ur brothers, which should 

mpel us to action in the 

furtherance of those plans 

___i V ^ -^ that will . moat promote 

"^ , ~\' ,^ %ak their happiness. 

THE globe" 

Represents the extensive field of our labors. It not 
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only teaches that we are to move on ward in our work 

until misfortune 
has no want to re- 
lieve and sorrow uo 
tears to dry; but, 
also, that from 
whatever nation 
our brethren may 
come, they are not 
to be sent empty 
away. ' 








THE ARK 



79 



Reminds us of the receptacle of the two tables of stone 
upon which the Ten Commandments were written; and 



NoTK 79.— '^Thb Ark of thk Coyrvxkt.— Emblem of the Presence of the 
Most High Ood, Our Heavenly Father. This Is the special emblem of this 
most solemn, sublime and exalted deerree — the last, highest, greatest of onr 
Ritual. 

"The Arlr of the Covenant was placed in the Holy of Holies; that Is, within 
the second vail of the Tabernacle, and in the Innermost part of the Temple. It 
contained the golden pot of manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of 
the Law. On It was the Mercy-Seat, overshadowed by the wings of the Cheru- 
bim, between which the Shekikah (Cloud of Glory), denoting the Presence of 
the Holy One, appeared to the High Priest. All these were made after the 
Pattern which God shewed unto Moses in the Mount. (Exodus xxv: 40). That 
Ark with Its contents, and the Cherubim with the Shxkikah, links together the 
remembrance #f all sacred things with the Presence of God, and the hope of 
heaven. It Is therefore a most solemn emblem, suggestive of all things most 
sacred— of the Holy of Holies, that type of heaven Itself, and of the very 
presence of * the Lord — the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- suffering and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, and forgiving 
Iniquity, transgression, and sin, and'that will by no means clear the gruilty.* 

* * And it teaches us, that * as the prosperity of ancient Israel depended on the 
respect, devotion, and obedience paid by them to the Ark of the Covenant and 
its sacred deposits, so will our purity, peace, and prosperity * be commensurate 
with our obedience to, and communion with, the Most High and Holy One, 
ever-present Heavenly Father."— Oro«A'« ManwUt P* 8M. 
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as the prosperity of 
the ancient Istaelites 
depended upon their 
observaoce of that 
law deposited in the 
Ark of the Covenant, 
so will our happiness be promoted by an observance of 
our good and wholesome laws. 

THE sbepent" 
Is an emblem of wisdom, 
and is placed among our 
symbols to indicate the 
necessity of a vrise cau- 
tion, which will protect 
our mysteries from im- 
proper disclosure, and 
_4 guide us in the proper 
" regulation of life and 
conduct. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — Warden, what are the 
symbols belonging to the Third Degree, or the Degree 
of Troth?" 
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Warden — The Scales and Sword, the Bible, the Hour-* 
Glass, and the Coffin. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — Priest of the Third 
Degree, what do these symbols teach? 

Right Supporter of the Noble Grand (as Priest of the 
Third Degree) — 
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THE SCALES AKD SWORD 

Are emblematical of justice, which judges with candor 
and rewards with impartiality. Among Odd-fellows, 

both justice and 
mercy are adminis- 
tered without re- 
gard to the false 
distinctions of so- 
ciety. In the lodge- 
room the high and 
low, the rich and 
the poor, the learned 
and the unlearned, 




NoT« 82.— "Th» ^ai^kb,— Emblem of Equity. It repreaentg the weighing of 
evidence and opinions, to determine their true values and relations ; and reminds 
US that though the love of family and country are natural, and may be made 
useful, yet we must not stop with these, nor array them In conflict with our more 
comprehensive duties to mankind and to Ood. It thus teaches us * that mankind 
is our family — our country, the eiirth — our nation, the hupaan race — that all men 
are one-^rom the monarch on his throne to the beggar In his rags, all have one 
nature, all are immortal,' and God is the equal Father of all. 

"The SwOHD.— .®r7»ftitfw of Justice. It represents the defendlhg and en- 
forcing power of Righteousness — and reminds us that God requires us to decide 
Justly, after weighing equitably; and to defend the right even (If need be) unto 
death. In this contest the sword is ever drawn, and therefore needs no scabbard. 

These united emblems admonish us to * Judge not. according to the appearance, 
but to Judge righteous Judgment*— and teach us that • however much of parti- 
ality may exist in the world, yet among Odd -fellows both Justice and mercy are 
administered without regard to the artificial distinctions of society. In the 
lodge, rich and poor, high and low, learned and unlearned, meet as brethren^ and 
unitedly engage in the work of benevoiience and charity." — Qrosh'a Mdnualyp. 
147. 



meet as brothers, and unitedty engage in the promo- ' 
tion of benevolence and truth, 

THE bible" 
Is an exhanstlesA fountain of Truth, the store-house 
from which all our principles are derived. Guided by 
its instructions, we may ap- 
proximate that golden age 
when the fetters of prejudice 
will be broken, the shackles 
of mental and moral bondi^e 
fall off, and man, redeemed , 
and disenthralled from the 

slavish life of the pas; _^.^ 

will assert his high birthright, :iii(\ own the ties wfeieb 
bind him in universal consanguinity with hia brother man. 

THE hour-glass" 

Indicates the march of time, and tells us of the frailty 
of human life. Like the sands of the 
glass, we are passing away. How im- 
portant that we improve our fleeting 
hours, in order that we may meet our 
end with peace! 
—Sti^teniot 




1 S4.— "The world, » lU brlgbleer < 
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THE coffin" 

Points to the last home of man. How great or small, 
high or low, all must meet on this common level — all 
must submit to the 
dominion of death. 
How cheerless the 
home of the dead un- 
relieved by the prospect of immortal life! But hope 
bends over man's last resting-place a bow bright with 
immortality, which, based upon earth, extends far into 
the sacred realms of eternity. 

If the candidate has been seated he must now rise. 

COKCLUDING CHARGE. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — My brother, you are 
now admitted to the Third Degree, known also as the 
Priestly Order. . Y^ou have already been informed that 
it is dedicated to the principle of truth. You were pre- 
pared for admission by having placed on you a white 
robe. This was intended to represent the purity of 
truth. But the emblematic color of this degree is 
Scarlet, implying that truth is an Imperial virtue. The 
pure white robe is an external symbol, representing 
that your lips should speak the truth, and at all times 
be ready to administer" words of affection to a brother 

Note 85.— •'Thb Covrrs .—Smblem of Certain Truth. It represents that 
most certain bat too little heeded truth, that the honors of the world, the ap- 
plause of men, the distinctions of birth, wealth, fame, all end In that 'narrow 
house.'"— ^05A 'a ifanwai, p. 159. 

Note 86, — " Let us not forget that, while we cultivate the perfection of our 
fraternal duties, we shall Improve In the knowledge of Deity, of our duty to 
Him, to our neighbor, and to ourselves: Friendship will bind us together, 
Truth will direct us, and Love will make our labors easy; so that, at the last, 
when we are summoned from the terrestlal lodges to the Grand Lodge Celestial, 
we may leave form and ceremony behind, find our work approved, and, as the 
mysteries of heaven are unveiled to our admiring vision, we may arrive at its 
perfection, and enjoy Its heneJU* throughout ages eternal. Even so may It bel 
Amen."— ^o«A'* Manual^ p. 187. 
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requiring consolation. You are now placed in a posi- 
tion among us to gain rank, the highest in a lodge. It, 
therefore, becomes your duty to enforce by example,*' 
as well as by precept, the tenets of our Order. Its mys- 
teries are confided to your charge; you are to preserve 
them inviolate; duty and honor, your own solemn 
vows, all require that you be faithful, and that you also 
guard your brethren against any breach of fidelity. Be 
true and steadfast in this as well as in all things, and 
thus demonstrate that merit" constitutes the great title 
to our privileges, and that on you they hate not been 
undeservedly conferred. 
' NobU Grand (three raps, all rise) — Members of the 

Priestly Order, are you willing for Brother to 

receive the decoration of the Third Degree or Priestly 
Order? 

The Lodge answers. 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge.) 
Noble Grand (as High Priest) — Conductor and War- 
den, you will now disrobe the brother. [They take off 



Note 87.— **To prepare the Odd-fellow for these dally duties and privileges 
of life, and to direct him In their proper performance and use, Is the great end 
and aim of the weekly meeting In the lodge -room. The work of the Lodge be- 
ing but a school to exercise him in his proper work of Odd-fellowship In bl!^ own 
heart. In his family, and In the world at large. The tokens and emblems of the 
one are designed to direct his mind to the sun, the moon, the stars, the light- 
woven bow on the cloud, the open hand, and all the other visible and Invieible 
objects In the other, which speak of God's goodness, and man's duties, and na- 
ture's blessedness, and make them Incitements to the pursuit of knowledge and 
virtue.'*— 6?ro«A'« Manual, p. 188. 

Note 88. — "Careless, Indolent, or 111 -Instructed, therefore, must he be, who 
rests satisfied with a mere attendance on lodge-meetings, and whose mind and 
heart reach not beyond the mere routine of Its workings, the letter of Its lec- 
tures and charges, or the outward appearance of Its forms, emblems, and alle- 
gorized representations. The true Odd-fellow, using these but as an outline 
map, will study them that he may fill up their vacancies, understandlngly mark 
out his journey in the world, and pursue his life -pilgrimage, knowing whence he 
Cometh, whither he goeth, and what he docth."— 6?r09/i'« Manual^ p. 188. 
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his robe]. My brother, I present to you this collar; it 
indicates your rank. We trast that your zeal for the 
promotion of the principles of the Order will be ardent 
and pure. I will now inatruct you in the mysteries of 
- this^ degree. 

In this degree there ia an Alarm at the inner door, a 
Password, a Permanent Sign, a Working Sign and An- 
swer to the Working Sign, Explanation of the Work- 
ing Bign and Answer, and a Grip. 

The Alaru at the inner door is three raps. 

The pAsswoBD^s AARON (A-A— R-O-N), to be let-' 
tered at all times when used for working purposes. In 
coDiDiunicating the Password give the letters A-A, and 
if required, the remainder — R-O-N — lettered as be- 
fore. 



WORKING 8IQN. 

Close the right hand except the index 
finger, the thumb over fingers; point to 
the center of the forehead with the point 
of the finger. 



nriTLinoN. 



Place the open right hand over the month, 
the fingers conforming to the face. 



Explanation. — Think before you Bpeak. 




PBRMAKBirt SIGN. 

place the thumb of the right hand on 
the right hippie, using it as a pivot; make 
a span down with the little finger, then 
make a span across the breast with the 
fore-finger. 
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GRIP. 

Clasp the right hands; with 
the thumbs press hard on the 
third or knuckle joint of the 
third finger. No shaking hands 
in making the Grip. 
Noble Grand (to the Conductor) — Conductor, you 
will proceed with the closing ceremony. 
Noble Grand — (one rap, calling up the lodge). 

The Condactor proceeds with the candidate to the centre of the room, and 
turning faces the Past Grand. 

Past Grand (advancing to the candidate) — By this 
grip [he gives the grip of the First Degree as on page 
92] I greet you in Friendship, as one who ha^ attained 
to the First Degree. 

The Gonductoi: turns the candidate to face the Vice Grand. 

Vice Grand (advancing to the candidate) — By this 
grip [heaves the grip of the Second Degree as on page 
110] I greet you in Brotherly Love, as a member of the 
Second Degree. 

The Conductor turns the candidate to face the Kohle Grande 

Noble Grand (advancing to the candidate) — Brother, 
1 welcome you in Truth, and urge you to attend our 
meetings, that you may assist your brethren and pro- 
mote your own happiness by acts of mutual assistance. 
By this grip [he gives the grip of the Third Degree as 
above] I- greet you as a brother of the Degree of 
Truth, and I now declare you fully entitled to all the 
rights and privileges of the three degrees of Odd-fel- 
lowship. 

The Noble Grand resumes his station. ^ 

Noble Grand — Brothers, I now introduce to you 
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Brother • — , who has been advanced" to the De- 
gree of Truth. You will welcome him as a brother of 
this degree. 

The Lodge — Welcome, brother. 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

NoTX 89.— " The three degrees received have ptit you In possession of pecul- 
iar meanv for conferring and receiving benefits for and from your brethren In the 
Order, even, when they are utter strangers to. you, and you to them. But forget 
not that every privilege has attached to It a corresponding obligation resting on 
yon to make It a privilege to your brother also, when he requires It. If he Is 
bound to give you timely warning of danger, to caution you against your own 
Imprudence or the evil designs of others, or to risk his property, life, or reputa- 
tion In a lawful effort to rescue yours, you are no less bound to him, to render 
like offices in the day of trial, need and peril. That demand may never be made; 
but when made, may it not find you faithless to obligation and recreant to duty T* 
— Cfrosh'a Manual , p. 138. 



ANALYSIS DEGREE OF TRUTH. 

^ Truthless Degree of Truth— Hodge-podge of Heathenism— Symbols of Pagan 
and Jewish Worship Used— About as Bad as Religion— The Brazen Serpent, 
Metallic Bible, Ark of the Covenant, Globe and Coffin— These •'will Teach 
Man his Duty to God and his Fellow-man" — Needs Kpthlng Further— Resur- 
■«ctlon to a Glorious Immortality Assured — How Americans and Patriots 
can Practice Odd fellowship — Aaron and Calf -worship — The Scarlet Color in 
Odd-fellowship, Popery and the Book of Revelations — Tke Scarlet Woman 
and Scarlet Beast— God's Photograph of False Worships— Debauches the 
Soul— All False Worships Included In Romanism, the Scarlet Woman of the 
Apocalypse— False Worshipers Mentally and Morally Drunk — All Moral and 
Spiritual Uncleannesses Combined in False Worships- Rome is Wherever 
her Rites Are - The Issue in the United Brethren Church— One Hundred Se- 
cret Orders in Existence— Each an Embodiment of the Apocalyptic Beast— 
The Lamb Shall Overcome Them. 

This is a " Degree of Truth " in which no particular 
truth is taught: like the conclusion of Johnson's 
Rasselas, in which nothing is concluded. It is decidedly 
insipid, even beyond the others, and bears the marks of 
exhausted invention like poetry written without inspira- 
tion. 

The friendship of David and Jonathan, and the 
neighborly kindness of the Good Samaritan, are not 
spoiled by repetition or shorn of their power and beauty 

« 

even when filched from the simple, sacred narrative and 
woven into a Christless worship. Indeed, their ceaseless 
repetitions, as dramatized and acted over and over, 
might be of some real benefit to the actors if they 



A SYSTEM OF SOCIAXi SWUSfDUNG — SYMBOLS. 148 

were not made part of a system of social swindling 
in which men's hopes of heaven itself are used as means 
and motives to get money and votes. So this last and 
crowning " degree " of a Subordinate Lodge is a hodge- 
podge of heathenism made up of the symbols of pagan 
and Jewish worship; as "The All-seeing Eye," " The 
Skull and Crossed-Bones," " Scythe of Time," " Arrows 
and Quiver," "Axe," ''Heart in Hand," "Globe," and 
other pictures whose explanation constitutes the degree; 
and which taste, after the stories of David and Jonathan 
and the Good Samaritan, like a dish of hash-victuals 
after a feast of lamb. Indeed, if the ritual had gone 
on quoting the Bible much farther, Odd-fellow^ would 
have thought the joke carried too far, and considered it 
about as bad as religion. So the contrivers turned from 
Scripture narratives to the above symbols and others, as ^ 
the serpent on a pole, which the Lecture explains, with 
the pagans, to mean " wisdom," while the notes say 
(note 80), " It represents the brazen serpent raised by 
Moses," to show Christ as made sin for the people, the 
sight of which healed them. But still, these wicked 
inventors cannot get on without Christ's Scriptures, 
but put into this hodge-podge degree, in addition to the 
above, a little metallic Bible^ an Ark of the Covenant^ 
and a Globe in Light, as " the field of our [their] la- 
bors," to copy Christ's saying: " The field is the world," 
to sanctify the absurd mass; and a pictured coffin is 
thrown in at the end to solemnize the play. 
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And this devirs compound, seasoned with pagan 
prayer, is called "TAe Degree of Truth^'' practiced^ 
sanctioned and taught by Schuyler Colfax and Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes, once Vice-President and President of the 
United States! And the duped initiate is told by the 
Conductor that this strange medley, which does not 
leave one sound, substantial idea in his mind, " will 

TEACH HIM HIS DUTY TO GOD AND HIS FELLOW-MAN !'' 

(See Ritual, p. 120,) 

Of course, after receiving this- " Z)e9ree of Truth," he 
needs neither Moses nor prophets, Christ nor apostles, 
the Bible nor the Holy Ghost, to teach him his whole 
duty and the way of life. He has graduated; taken his 
degree from the Subordinate Lodge, and is assured of 
" a happy resurrection to a glorious immortality." (See 
the Grand Sire's Address Consecrating the Odd-fellows' 
Burying Ground^ Chicago,) 

But are not Schuyler Colfax, R. B. Hayes, and a host 
of such men, Americans and patriots? If this analysis 
be true, why are such men in Odd-fellowship? 

The answer is: The same cause that took '* Aaron the 
Saint of the Lord," into that calf -worship and jollifica- 
tion at Sinai. The explanation which he gave to Moses 
was popular: "Thou knowest the people that they are 
set on mischief." The motive in both cases is popular 
favor: " For they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God,-'' — John 12: 43. 
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And we read in the Ritual (p. 136), " The emblematic 
color of this degree is scarlet;" a color prominent in 
Odd-fellowship regalia, as in the Apocalypse. 

" And there came one of the seven angels, which had 
the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me: 
Come hither, and I will shew thee the judgment of the 
great whore that sitteth on many waters; 

'* With whom the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have 
been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

" So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness (of America?) and I saw the woman sit upon a 
scarlet-colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns. 

" And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet 
color, and decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abom- 
inations and filthiness of her fornication." 

"These shall make war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb shall overcome them; for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, 
and chosen, and faithful." 

, "And -he saith unto me, The waters which thou saw- 
est, \fhere the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multi- 
tudes, and nations, and tongues." 

"And the woman which thou sawest is that great 
city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth." — Bev. 
17:1-^,14,15,18. 
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This is God's photograph of false worships showed 
to John in Patmos. 

False worship debauches the soul, whose worship, like 
fealty in woman, is for one. The scarlet woman on the 
seven-headed beast is Rome on her seven hills, "that 
great city which reigneth over the kings of the earth;" 
but she is the " mother of hai^lots and [all spiritual] 
abominations of the earth." That is, all the elements 
of all false religions and religious worships are in her, 
those of Freemasonry and Odd-fellowship included. 
And every false worship on earth is a despotism, ruling 
rulers and people. 

False worshipers are *' drunk." Their heads swim. 
" The god of this world " hath blinded their MmDS. 
*' These make war with the Lamb," cut his name out of 
his Bible, cast his' Bible out of schools and his atone- 
ment out of their prayers, or make him as the Papacy 
does, a mere tool of incantation in the hands of priests, 
owning him in words, but denying him in works. 

All moral and spiritual filthinesses are combined and 
concentrated in false worship. Like fornication it de- 
stroys shame, and confounds all moral and spiritual 
ideas. Freemasons and Odd-fellows who have drunk 
this filthiness tell the truth when they say they can nOt 
see aught in the lodge inconsistent with Christianity. 
They can not. Their minds, as their eyes were, are 
blinded. And unless they escape by Christ, for them 
" is reserved the blackness of darkness forever," 
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No Scripture, least of all Scripture prophecy, is of 
any local or particular interpretation. Rome is not 
alone on the Tiber. She is everywhere where her rites 
are. For in them is " the hiding of her power." And 
" the great whore, sitting on many waters," which are 
the tongues, peoples and nations who have been made 
drunk with her filthiness and false worships, is the 
spiritual photograph of false worahips to-day, as it was 
when John was " in Patnios for the word of God and 
the testimony of Jesus Christ." 

These now, as then, " make war with the Lamb." 
Certain " United Brethren," falsely so-called, denounce 
their brethren who resist the moral filthiness of the 
false worships, because they make their church unpop- 
ular, especially in the cities, which are almost '• wholly 
given to idolatry," aa in the days of Paul. 

But if the world hateth them, we know that it hated 
Christ before it hated them. "If," s^s Christ, ** ye 
were of the world, the world would love his own; but 
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you." — 
John 15: 18, 19. 

The world does not hate Bishops Glosbrenner and 
Weayer, and Agent Shuey, and their helpers in the 
church of the United Brethren in Christ. But it hates 
all those who, by prayer and testimony, are seeking the 
overthrow of the lodge. Though if Otterbein, and 
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Boehm, and JSTewcomer, Guething and the sainted dead 
who- founded that church were now here, every well- 
informed member of it knows they would be among the 
sternest abhorrers of the lodge. And, till lately, those 
who would have stood by those founders, in the whole 
membership of one hundred and fifty-nine thousand, 
would have been more than one hundred to one. 

The coincidence in hue between the scarlet woman 
and her scarlet-colored beast filled with the names of 
blasphemy, and the scarlet caps, robes and degree of 
Odd-fellowship, and the same color also prominent in 
the regalia of Rome, may be thought incidental. But 
there is no mistaking the identity of their nature. The 
filthiness of false ^rorship is the same in all thrf e. And 
their moral eflfect is the same. The people are drunk 
with it. 

There are now about one hundred secret orders, 
working nightly, outside and inside of our courts, legis- 
latures, schools, colleges and churches; and every such 
order, little or large, is an apocalyptic Beast or image 
of a Beast; each one is a living embodiment of an 
anti-Christian force, and each lifts the same serpent 
head which appeaj-ed in Eden to estrange man from his 
Maker; each swears or pledges its votaries to conceal 
they know not what, and each subjugates them for life 
to unseen and unknown superiors. Nor is their poison 
restricted to their own membership. The outside world 
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" wonder after the Beast, saying: Who is able to make 
war with him r'—Rev. 13:3,4. 

These all make war upon the Lamb; but, blessed be 
God, " the Lamb shall overcome them." 
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The location of the doors, either to the encampment room or the ante-room, or 
from outside to the vestibule, cannot be determined, and it is not proposed to fix 
definitely which side of the Chief Patriarch the Scribe and Treasurer shall sit, 
nor on which side of the room the Tent shall be. 



CHAPTER XI. 

The Encampment'" Degrees. 

The ceremonies and ritual here given conform exactly to the Sahordlnate En- 
campment Charge-Book furnished by the Sovereign Grand Lodge, I. O. O. F., 
adopted at the session of 1880,at Toronto, Canada. 

BY-LAW OF THE SOVEEEIGK" GRAND LODGE I. 0. O. F. 

" All State, District or Territorial Grand Lodges and 
Grand Encampments shall enforce upon their Subordi- 
nates" a strict adherence to the Work"'' of the Order, 



KoTB 90. — '* Though teaching peaceful lessons, the Encampment assumes 
military forms. The candidate Is therefore met with a more rigid scrutiny and 
In a sterner manner than on his entrance into the Subordinate Lodge. He need 
not wonder, then, at the strict watch wlil'ch will be kept over him, nor the re- 
straints that will be Imposed on him until be has passed the ordeal, land proved 
himself to be no enemy in disguise, but a true Odd-fellow. Let him rely on the 
kindness of his guarditm to sustain and defend him until justice awards him re- 
lease, and the benevolence of the Patriarchs greets him with hospitality and f ra- 
temal welcomes.*^— 6rro5A'« Manual^ p.. 263. 

Note 91 .— - ' * While the Sovereign Grand Lodge has granted State Grand Lodges 
large powers of supervision over their Subordinates, it has not surrendered its 
own inherent right to interfere in the financial concerns of Individual lodges 
whenever necessary for the furtherance of the principles of the Order.'* — JouT' 
nal of Proceedings Sovereign Grand Lodge^ Session of 1880, p. 8452. 

Note 92. — * * The powers of Subordinate Lodge* are extremely limited. They 
are * restricted to the exercise of powers conferred by their charters and the laws 
of the several Grand Lodges under which they exist * (1014) ; they may make 
by-laws for their own Internal government, but these by-laws must not conflict 
with the laws and decisions of their State Grand Lodge (1019) .'^^—JoumaJL of 
' Proceedings Sovereign Grand Lodge, Session of 1880, p. 8452. 

Note 93.— '* Subordinate Lodges are termed 'working lodges,* (In distinction 
from Grand Lodges, which are legislative bodies), because in them candidates 
are Initiated, moral and social Instructions given, and provision directly made • 
for performing the active works of Odd -fellowship/*— €^0«A'« Manualf p. 18S. 
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according to the forms furnished by the Sovereign*^ 
Grand Lodge, I. 0. 0. F., and shall be held responsible 
for any irregularities that they may allow under their 
jurisdiction. They shall neither adopt nor use, or suffer 
to be adopted or used, in their jurisdiction, any other 
Charges, Lectures, Degrees, Ceremonies," Forms of 
Installation, or Regalia, than those prescribed by the 
Sovereign Grand Lodge, I. 0. 0. F." 

encampmen^t" opbn^in^g oeremojstes. 

These ceremonlefl are the regular opening exercises of the Encampment and 
for convenience are given Introductory to the first Encampment degree ; but, as 
will be observed, the Encampment Is opened 1 n the Boyal Purple Degree and all 
the business of the Encampment must be transacted In that D^r^ee. 

Chitf Patriarch (one rap, calling to order) — Junior 
Warden, see that all present are Patriarchs, that the 
Sentinels are at their stations, and the password of the 
evening is given. 

In this examination the Junior Warden must obtain from each member the 
Check Password (In full), and the password of the Royal Purple Degree (let- 
tered), but neither the Sentinels nor Junior Warden are required to respond to 
members by giving any portion of the passwords. The Junior Warden must see 
that every officer, Including the Sentinels, Guldo, Watches and the Guards of the 



NoT« 94.— "Sbotion 6, Abticls I., of Cokstitution Sovxbsign Obajtd 
Lodge. To this Qrand Lodge belongs the power to regulate and control the 
unwritten work of the Order, and to fix and determine the customs and usages 
In regard to all things which appertain thereto; and to It alone belongs the power 
to provide and establigh suitable lectures and other written work therefor. But 
the unwritten work of the Order shall In no wise be altered or amended, except 
by a four- fifths vote of the members of this Qrand Lodge, nor shall the written 
work of the Order be in anywise altered or amended, except with the concur- 
rence of two-thirds of the members of this Grand Lodge. "—Jowrna^ Of Pro- 
eeedings Sovereign Grand Lodge, SesHon of 1880, p. 8323. 

'SoTii9&. — '' Besolved, That the revised Initiatory, Degree and Encampment 
Work, as adopted at this sessioii, shall go Into operation on the first day of Jan- 
uary, 1881, and that to this end the Grand Secretary Is directed to have the same 
ready for distribution, upon orders of subordinate Grand Secretaries and Grand 
Scribes, by that time/'—Joumal of Froseedings Sovereign Grand Lodge, 
Session of 1880,- p. 8456. 

KoTS 96.— ** While' the military forms are observed In Its opening and closing, 
the business Is transacted as In the Subordinate Lodge, the officers recite their 
duties at opening, and It Is always opened and closed with prayer by the proper 
officer."— <?rMA'« Manual, p. 256. 
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Tent, Is at Mb post, and It Is also his duty to asceKain whether the password of 
Uie evening has been glTcn by the Senior Warden to the Inside Sentinel ; but the 
Junior Warden neither gires nor receives the password of the evening from 
officers or members. 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, all present are Pa- 
triarchs, the Sentinels are at their stations, and the 
password of the evening is given. 

Chief Patriarch — Has the High Priest assumed his 
station? 

Junior TTard^^n— (answers accordingly). 

Chief Patriarch (two raps, all rise) — The officers and 
Patriarchs will rise while the Junior Warden assists me 
in opening the Encampment in the Royal Purple De- 
gree. 

Junior Warden — By direction of the Chief Patriarch, 
I proclaim this Encampment open in the Royal Purple 
Degree, 

Chief Patriarch — Senior Warden, what is your duty 
in the Encampment? 

Senior Warden — It is my duty to perform the cere- 
monies intrusted to me, and to support the Chief Pa- 
triarch and the High Priest in the discharge of their 
duties. 

Chief Patriarch — Junior Warden, what is your 
duty?* 

Junior Warden — To examine the Patriarchs prior to 
opening; to assist the Chief Patriarch and High Priest 
according to my office, and to see that the signs are 
given correctly. 

Chief Patriarch — Scribe, explain your duty. 

Scribe — It is my duty to record all proceedings of 
this Encampment [when the duties are divided between 
a Recording and a Financial Scribe, the answer qf the 
Recording Scribe ends here^ and the Financial Scribe 
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gives the remainder]: to keep accurate accounts between 
this Encampmeut and its members; to receive all its 
moneys'^ and pay them to the Treasurer, taking his 
receipt for the same. 

Chief Patriarch — Outside Sentinel, explain your 
duty. 

Outside Sentinel — It is my duty to take charge of the 
ante-room, and to admit no Patriarch [^except a Patri- 
arch with a card] without the Chief Password of the 
term, unless directed by the Chief Patriarch so to do. 

Chief Patriarch — Inside Sentinel, explain your duty. 

Inside Sentinel — It is my duty to prove every Patri- 
arch before he is admitted; to report his name to the 
Chief Patriarch, upon whose direction to obtain the 
password of the degree in which the encampment is 
opened, and, when the Encampment is open in the 
Eoyal Purple Degree, to suffer none to retire without 
the password of the evening, or to return without that 
password or the password of the degree. 

A password of the evening is used In the Encampment when open In the Royal 
Purple Degree, and It Is determined upon by the Senior Warden, who communi- 
cates it to the Inside Sentinel, and to menU)er8 retiring, who must give It to the 
Inside Sentinel before they depart. 

Chief Patriarch — Most Excellent High Priest, ex- 
plain the duties of your ofiBce. 

High Priest — It is my duty to counsel the members 
of the encampment to improve themselves in the Lec- 
tures and Charges, as well as in the practice of their 
doctrines; to conform to the General Regulations, and 
thus preserve the uniform mode of working in this En- 



NoTK 97. — "Each lodge Is not only a Be&eflclal, or Mutual Aid Society, but 
also an Association for mental and moral Improvement, whose meetings and 
operations are designed to improve and elevate the characters of Its members,"— 
Qro9h^8 Manual, p. jSO. 
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campment; and to give such instructions to newly 
initiated members as the good of the fraternity may 
, require. 

Chief Patriarch — Patriarchs, my office gives me 
charge of this Encampment^ and requires me to see that 
the respective officers and brethren perform their duties 
in a proper manner. It is unnecessary now to recapit- 
ulate those duties, or to enlarge upon the relations which 
we all bear to each other. Our own experience has 
established the value of our laws and regulations, and 
we are pledged strenuously to support them, and be 
ready at all times to aid in their execution. We are not 
to palliate or aggravate the offenses of our brethren, 
but in the decision of every trespass we should judge 
with candor, admonish with friendship, and reprehend 
• with justice. Such is the nature of the engagements 
which we are bound by the most sacred ties to perform. 

An ode may now be sung. 

Chief Patriarch — Officers and Patriarchs, be attentive 
- while the Most Excellent High Priest oflFers a prayer. 

PRAYER BY THE HIGH PRIEST. 

Heavenly Father, we pray thee to look with favor 
upon this meeting. Guide us in our efforts to improve 
the time before us; let thy care and the good we receive 
at thy hands instruct us in our duties toward each 
other; and so direct all our acts that thy name may be 
magnified now and forever. Amen. 

Chief Patriarch — (one rap, all are seated). 

ORDER OP Busimass. 

One rap calls to order, two raps call up the Encamp- 
ment and one rap seats it. 
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1. Chief Patriarch — Scribe, you will call the roll of 
oflBcers, and read the proceedings of our last meeting. 

2. Does any brother know of a Patriarch who is en- 
titled to our aid or sympathy?" 

3. Previous proposals for admission lo membership 
will now be considered. 

4. Candidates admitted and degrees conferred. 

5. Proposals for membership received and referred. 

6. Unfinished business. 

7. New business. 

8. Has any Patriarch anything to offer for the good 
of the order? 

9. Closing. 

Gbh^kal Regulations 

Adopted hy the Sovereign Grand Lodge, Session of 1880. 

VOTING AND ADVANCEMENT. 

The voting in an Encampment, unless otherwise pro- 
vided by ballot or ticket, is by yea and nay; but if a 
division is asked for, all who vote in the affirmative are 
required to rise and stand until counted — those voting 
in the negative rise and stand until counted. If the 
Junior Warden counts (by direction of the Chief Pa- 
triarch of course), he will inform the Chief Patriarch of 
the number of votes for and against the proposition, 
and the Chief Patriarch announces the result. When 
balloting in a Subordinate Encampment, the ballot-box 
shall be placed on a pedestal near the center of the 
room, and the Chief Patriarch shall supervise the bal- 
loting. 

Note 96. — " John Randolph prof essed to have found that the philosopher's 
stone consisted simply In these four irords — * Pay as you go.* But an Odd-fellow 
will more surely find It In the three words— 'Pay in advance: ''—Orosh^s Man- 
ual, p. 192. 
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When a brother is initiated into the Encampment it 
shall be called admitted. 

When the Golden Rule JDegree is conferred, it shall 
be called advanced. 

When the Royal Purple Degree is conferred, it shall 
be called exalted; to- wit: 

Admitted to the Patriarchal Degree. 

Advanced to the Golden Rule Degree. 

Exalted to the Royal Purple Degree. 

MISCELLANEOtJS. 

The Check Password is determined upon by the Grand 
Patriarch of the State, District or Territorial Grand 
Encampment. It is communicated to the Chief Patri- 
arch and Senior Warden of each Subordinate Encamp- 
ment at the installation of its officers, each term. After 
his installation the Chief Patriarch shall himself, or by 
the Junior Warden or other member of the Encamp- ' 
ment, give the Check Password, privately, to each mem- 
ber of the Encampment who shall be present and 
entitled to receive it. 

The Check Password shall be given to proper officers 
of Encampments immediately subordinate to the Sov- 
ereign Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd- 
fellows, by the District Deputy Grand Sire of the juris- 
diction. 

The Chief Patriarch, or in his absence the Senior 
Warden, can alone give (or cause to be given) the Check 
Password to members entitled thereto. ** 

No officer, nor, of course, member, can enter or retire 
from an Encampment when open and working as such, / 
without the proper sign, etc. (addressing the chairs), 
except the Junior Warden in charge of a candidate. 
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The law in regard to the Honors of the Order refers 
to Subordinate Encampments as well as to" Subordinate 
Lodges. 

The Holy Bible" is an integral part of Odd-fellow- 
ship, and it is'necessary that it should be present in 
every Encampment while open for business. 

qualifications"'' foe' membership. 

Brothers in good standing in lodges under the juris- 
diction of the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd-fellows, and who have attained the 
Degree of Truth, may be admitted to and retain mem- 
bership in an Encampment of Patriarchs, subject to the 
regulations applicable to this branch of the Order. 

The High Priest of an Encampment shall, when con- 
ferring any of the degrees, wear a robe"* made of royal 
purple fabric, trimmed with ermii^e or white fabric, with 
a white surplice of muslin, linen or silk, together with 
a mitre and breastplate. 



NoTi 99.— "The Christianity which Is lawful on one side of a mountain, or 
stream, or even an Imaginary line. Is punished with confiscation, Imprisocment, 
or death, on the other side. Does God require this at the hands of one portion 
of his children toward the other portion, their brethren? Has he instituted such 
laws: does he inflict such penalties for differences of opinion? Then, If we take 
Into consideration all the religions In the world, how much greater the Intoler- 
ance! Not only between the North and the South of Europe, but th^ European, 
living amid the refinements of art and science. Is but little- In advance of the 
Asiatic, who, though living -In the land of Adam, of Noah, of Abraham, and 
other Bible worthies, rejects that Book and clings to the Shaster or the Koran, 
and calls all Infidels who acknowledge not the authority of Confucius, or M.sl- 
homeU or BT&hm&.''*~Gr08h's Manual, p. 2^1. 

NoTB 100. — •• The descendants of Abraham, the diverse followers 6f Jesus, 
the Pariahs of the stricter sects, here gather around the same altar, as one fam- 
ily, manifesting no differences of creed or worship, and discord and contention 
are forgotten in works of humanity and peace." — Oroah^s Manual^ p. 277. 

NoTB 101 . — •* The cost of our decorations has been employed In giving needed 
labor (and 6 y that labor, honorable subsistence) to hundreds and thousands of 
Industrious men, women, and children. So far, then, it has not been expended 
to Yftio."— ^o«^'» Manual^ p. W. 
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The guards of the tent shall, during the conferring 
of degrees, be clothed with a pilgrim's blouse and cap, 
bearing each a spear and shield. 



Diagram for Patriarchal Degree, 

PARTS I AND n. 





Altar or 
Saeriflce. 



CUKTAXN OB BOBBBN. 



WILDERNESS OF PARAN. 






CHAPTER XII. 

Patriarchal/"' or First Ekoampmekt Degree. 

imTIATION. 

Clothing'''* of Members and Officers. • 

CHIEF PATRIARCH. 

Purple gown, yellow belt; turban with black band 
and yellow top; crook. 

SENIOR WARDEN. 

Purple gown, yellow belt; turban with black band 
and yellow top. 

JUNIOR WARDEN. 

Purple gown, yellow belt; turban same as Senior 
Warden. # 

SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. 

Purple gowns, yellow belts, black turbans. 



KoTsl09.—**The patriarchal branch of the Order Is, In the eBtlmation of 
many, far more desirable than the Initiatory branch." Every Odd-fellow should 
make it his aim to reach the * topmost round of the ladder 6t Odd-felloWBhlp,* 
the Royal Pvvple Degree. '^^2>0fMU4«on'« Pocket Ctmpanior^, p. 197. 

KoTxlQB. — ' • Such our decorations, emblems, and forms are to us, The light 
shed on their meaning, as w6 advance in Odd-fellowship, and their novel appli- 
cations to Impress on our minds Important principles and precepts, render them 
peculiarly pleasing and highly useful. The thoughtful Odd-fellow In continually 
reminded by them of Important duties to God' and man.**— O'rosh' 8 Manual^ 
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MEMBERS GENERALLY. 

Purple gowns and belts. 

The High Priest acts as '' Abraham " in this degree, 
and occupies a tent, which should be of the ridge-pole 
style. His dress should be like the Chief Patriarch's, 
and he should have a very heavy white beard and wig 
— no turban. 

In parts I and II the official stations are vacated 
excepting Senior Warden's, and that officer has charge 
of the Encampment. 

The Chief Patriai'ch occupies a tent in part I oC this 
degree. 

The Junior Warden acts as a companion candidate in 
parts I and IL 

Part L 
preparation of candidate. 

The Junior Warden proceeds to the ante-room and 
dresses the candidate as himself, in a common light 
brown gown, with a rope around the waist for a girdle, 
a brown turban and a staflf to carry. The candidate is 
blindfolded and soinetimes has a sack on his back and 
sandaLs upon his feet. There is a dim light in the En- 
campment room. A curtain or screen is so arranged as 
to conceal the altar. The Watches act as *^ Wilderness 
Sentinels," and also as Torch Bearers. All rough usage 
jrhen conferring this degree is strictly forbidden. 

Junior Warden (entering Encampment door, which 
is lefi a little ajar, with candidate) — Ha,lloo! Halloo! 

Members rise as If unprepared for an Intmslon. 

Inside Sentinel — The camp is assailed* 
Others — The camp is assailed! 
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Blindfold Is temporarily removed and First and Second Sentinels of the 
WildemeBs rush np with their spears pointing to the candidate. 

Junior Warden — Hold ! we are not enemies/"* we are 
brothers and friends. We desire to see the Chief Pa- 
triarch and be instructed, that we may become herds- 
men, and at the proper time Patriarchs. 

First Sentinel (with spear elevated to the breast of 
candidate) — You cannot pass except as captives. Bring 
forth the chains. [They are brought.] Now bind the 
prisoners. [Candidate is bound and blindfolded.] 
> Senior Warden — (one rap, seating the Encampment). 

Junior Warden — Bind us as you will, but true friend-^ 
ship will ultimately sustain us in all our trials. And 
remember, though prejudice impose bonds and fetters, 
that justice will award the greetings of a brother. 

First Sentinel — Captives, you have permission to ap- 
proach the Chief Patriarch with a Guide. 

Gudde (taking him in charge) — Captives, come this 
way. . If you are friends he will give you welcome, but 
you must prove to him that you are not impostors. 

The trial to which you are to be subjected will serve 
to test your faith and sincerity. Be not weary in well- 
doing, for in due, season you shall reap if you faint not. 
You are as one entering a pathless forest, relying on 
patience and perseverance for his guides. But all cause 
for gloom and doubt will soon be dispelled. 

Hark! 1 hear the tramping of feet. What can it 
mean? Oh, I see; it is the Patriarchs returning from 
their visit to the venerable Abraham at Beersheba. It 
is their ctistom to visit hin^ and do him honor at certain 
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our Order, the Improper modes of performing our work pursued t)y some En- 
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feasts, and receive his blessing. [They pause, and a 
procession passes near the candidate. Sometimes there 
is music and singing.] They are traveling in the direc- 
tion of Mt. Horeb, and we will follow them. We are 
still crossing the wilderness of Paran, the mountains 
are near, and our journey will soon be at an end. Ah, 
here are the inner sentinels, and we shall have to stop. 

Third Sentinel — Who comes there? 

Guide — Friends* from Mt. Hor, traveling, by permis- 
sion, to see the Chief Patriarch, desiring to get employ- 
ment as herdsmen. 

Fourth Sentinel — ^Friends, you look fatigued. Pass 
and rest with the Chief Patriarch. 

Guide — That sentinel was very kind. He has had 
experience as an old Patriarch, and he has sympathy for 
you. Ah ! here is the tent. 

First Guard to Tent — Who comes there? 
, Gui^e — Travelers from Mt. Hor, who desire to see the 
Chief T^atriarch. They have passed the sentinels and 
desire food and rest. 

First Guard to Tent — Wait, and I will report their 
presence. 

First Guard to Tent — Chief Patriarch, there are 
travelers without who need food and rest, and wish 
employment that they may become herdsmen. 

Chief Patriarch — Whence came they, and did they 
properly pass the sentinels? 

First Guard to Tent — They are from Mt. Hor, and 
have* crossed the plains of Paran. The outer sentinels 
passed them as captives, and gave them a guide. 

Chief Patriarch (seated) — ^Let the strangers entfer and 
provide them with seats. [They enter the tent or are 
seated at the door.] Take off the bandage and remove 
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those chains. [The bandage and chains are removed.] 
Travelers, I welcome you. The door of a Patriarch's 
tent is never closed against any one in distress. Guard, 
bring forth refreshments, that we may give food to the 
strangers, for they must be hungry and thirsty, after 
having crossed the wilderness. [He brings bread, salt 
and water,^lacing them on a small table in or before 
the tent.] 

Chief Patriarch (seated) — Strangers, partake with me 
of some bread and salt, and drink of this pure water. 
I have but little, but that little I cheerfully share with 
you. Hospitality to the stranger is a solemn duty, 
acknowledged and practiced among the Patriarchs. 
The God whom we worship is the Father of all men; he 
sends his raifi and his sunshine alike upon the evil and 
the good. The ties of a common humanity unite us 
with every creature, and stamp the character of broth- 
ers upon the whole intelligent creation. But while 
this is our duty and should ever be our practice, it is 
equally imperative upon us to admit no traitor or spy 
into our camp to mar our happiness or disturb our 
peace. It is necessary, therefore, having relieved your 
present wants, that you should now undergo a strict 
examination, to prove that you are not enemies in dis- 
guise, but true and honest men. Strangers, are you 
willing to prove, by an examination, that you are friends 
and not spies? 

Junior Warden — We are. 

Chief Patriarch — Give me the Password of the Degree 
of Friendship. [Candidate gives it.] 

Chief Patriarch — Give me the Grip of the Degree of 
Brotherly Love. [Candidate gives it.j 
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Chief Patriarch— Otire me the Password and Grip of 
the Degree of Truth. [Candidate gives them]. » 

Chief Patriarch — lam satisfied with your proficiency 
and greet you as Odd-fellows. Ever remember that 
you must be hailed and recognized as the representatives 
of the Oracle of Truth, and that it behooves you to 
form your characters by that expressive symbol which 
has been selected as the basis of the Scarlet Degree. 
And now, my brethren, what is it that you desire? 

Junior Warden (for candidate) — To be admitted as 
novitiates of the Patriarchal Degree, that we may 
obtain employment as herdsmen. 

Chief Patriarch — That being your wish, and being 
Odd-fellows, I have confidence in your fidelity, aud you 
have now my permission to become novitiate Patri- 
archs. Guide, conduct the brothers to the Senior War- 
den, with my request to administer to them the Patri- 
archal obligation. [The candidate is led to the chair of 
the Senior Warden]. 

Guide — Senior Warden, I am instructed by the Chief 
Patriarch to request you to administer to these brethren 
the Patriarchal obligation. 

Senior Warden — My brethren, it being your wi«h to 
take the obligation of the Patriarchal Degree, you will 
place yourselves in the attitude in which you were 
initiated into Odd-fellowship and repeat after me the 
following: 

Senior Warden — (two raps, calling up the Encamp- 
ment). 

OBLIGATION. 

T, ,do solemnly promise never to reveal the 

secrets, signs, passwords or grips of the Patriarchal 
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Order to any person or persons, except to a legal Patri- 
arch, or within a legal Encampment of Patriarchs. I 
will never reveal, directly or indirectly, any transaction 
of this or of any other Encampment, which, by the 
regulations of the Order, should be kept secret. And 
if I know that a brother has violated this duty, I will 
report him at the first meeting of the Encampment 
thereafter. To the keeping and performance of all this, 
I pledge my sacred honor. 

Senior Warden — (one rap, seating the Encampment). 

Senior Warden — Brothers, having taken the obliga- 
tion 'of the Patriarchal Degree, you are now qualified 
to enter upon your course of life as shepherds. As 
herdsmen, watch well your flocks; see that none perish 
for want of attention. It is your duty to be good and 
faithful to all that may be placed in your, charge. 
Brothers, you will now have three days for preparing 
yourselves for service ' as herdsmen. You will then 
report to me for employment. 

Junior Warden (for Isaac, the candidate) — I am the 
son of Abraham who is at Beersheba. Before I enter 
with my friend upon my duties as herdsman, I desire to 
make obedience to my father, that I may receive his 
blessing. 

Senior Warden — I commend your zeal and filial af- 
fection. Go to your father; and that you may travel 
safely across the wilderness of Paran, I will give to you 
the wilderness pass, which will insure your safety — 
advance and receive it. [Junior Warden and candidate 
advance close to the Senior Warden J. 

Senior Warden — The pass is " Chosen Friends." Ton 
may now proceed on your journey. 

Junior Warden and candidate retire to the ante -room, where the candidate la 
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blindfolded, and when the Encampment Is prepared he Is conducted to the do<ff« 
which Is left ajar, and they enter without ceremony. 

Past II. 

The High Priest, as Abraham, is seated at the entrance to the tent. 
A curtain or screen Is arranged so as to conceal the Altar of Sacrllioe. 
But one candidate can proceed with the Junior Warden In this part. 

First Sentinel (stopping Junior Warden and candi- 
date who have just entered the room) — Who comes 
there, and where are you going? 

Junior Warden — We are novitiate Patriarchs, travel- 
ing to Beersheba. 

First Sentinel — Have you the pass? 

Junior Warden-^fWe have. 

First Sentinel — What is it? 

Junior Warden — " Chosen Friends." 

First Sentinel — The pass is correct. Proceed, and be 
careful not to aggravate by arrogance or otherwise, for 
you may find that many are stronger than a few. [They 
pass on.] 

Junior Warden — We will be careful, for we are but 
two, and we may find, when too late, that many are 
stronger than a few. [They proceed around the room 
until they meet the Second Sentinel.] 

Second SeMinel — Who comes there, and where are 
you going? >' 

Junior Warden — Travelers, going to Beersheba. 

Second Sentinel — Give me the wilderness pass. 

Junior Warden — ^"^ Chosen Friends." 

Second Sentinel — The pass is correcj. Should you 
meet with difficulties On your journey from quarrel- 
some men, remember that a soft answer turneth away 
wrath, but grievous words stir up strife. [They pass 
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Junior Warden — We have nearly completed our 
journey. I see the walls of Beersheba. There we shall 
have rest. Our sandals are worn out, and our feet are 
bleeding. Ah, here we are at the Third Sentinel. 

Third Sentinel — ^Who comes there, and where are you 
going? 

Junior Warden — We are travelers, and wish to enter 
through the gates of Beersheba. 

Third Sentinel — Give me the pass. 

Junior Warden — " Chosen Friends." 

Third Sentinel— The pass is correct. Whom do you 
desire to see in Beersheba? 

Junior Warden — ^Abraham, the promised father of 
nations. 

Third Sentinel — You will find his tent within the 
walls of the city. You have my permission to pass 
through the gates. My words of exhortation are: A 
wise son maketh a glad father. 

Junior Warden — We are now passing through the 
walls of the city. 

They pass on as through the gates and the Fourth Sentinel stops them. 

Fourth Sentinel — Who comes there, and where are 
you going? 

Junior Warden — We are herdsmen, traveling to see 
the venerable father Abrahaiji. 

Fourth Sentinel — There is his tent and he sits at the 
door. Listen to wisdom. The glory of young men is 
their strength, and the beauty of old men is the gray 
head. 

Junior Warden — The glory of young men is their 
strength: and the beauty of old me a is the gray head. 

They proceed, and on arriving at the tent the blindfold Is removed by the Jun- 
ior Warden. Abraham rises and recognizes the candidate as Isaac. 
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Abraham— IssLBXi ! my son ! I welcome you. Sit down 
with your friend. You must be hungry and weary. 
Guard, bring refreshments, that we may extend hospi- 
tality to the travelers. [The Guard brings bread, salt 
and water and they partake as in Part I.] 

Abraham — Tell me, my son, if you saw the Chief 
Patriarch at Horeb, and did he accept of your offer to 
be a herdsman? 

Junior Warden (for Isaac) — He received me with 
great kindness; conferred upon me the rank of a novi- 
tiate Patriarch, and I can now take charge of a flock. 

Abraham — You give me great joy, my son. Your 
footsteps have been led to Beersheba by the finger of 
the Lord. He has commanded me to make a three days' 
journey to the land of Moriah and there offer up to him 
a sacrifice. 

Junior Warden (for Isaac) — Let obedience crown 
your head. Honor the Lord's behests, and make no 
delay in fulfilling them. 

Abraham — My son, you speak wisely, and we will 
proceed on the three days' journey. 

A proceflBfon Is formed, headed by tbc Hlgb Priest fts Abraham and the candi- 
date as Isaac, the latter being blindfolded and carrying a bundle of sticks. A 
psalm or ode may be sung. The altar is placed to suit. On arriving at the place 
for the altar the blindfold Is removed. 

Abraham — Here, my son, we will erect an altar^ for 
this is Mount Moriah. 

Junior Warden (for Isaac) — What shall we do for a 
sacrifice? 

Abraham — Be patient, my son, and the Lord will pro- 
vide one. 

The altar being In readiness, the Watches (one or more) stand near, holding 
torches. 

Abraham — We have been blessed hitherto, and we 
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must hasten to serve the Lord, for his will must be 
done, that we may realize honor and glory. His com- 
mand that I, Abraham, shall make this sacrifice, is not 
for an idle purpose, but that it may serve as an illustri- 
ous example to generations unborn, to show that God 
ever blesses the obedient, and accords to them prosperity. 
My son Isaac, be not surprised; it is God's order that 
you shall be the sacrifice. The angel of the Lord shall 
gather and keep your ashes sacred in a golden urn as a 
memorial of your submissive obedience, and of my faith 
in God. 

A bowl of water and a towel are provided. * 

Abraham — Patriarchs, let us place the fagots upon 
the altar. Isaac, wash your hands with me in this 
bowl which contains pure water. With this white 
linen dry your hands. [They wash and wipe their 
hands]. 

Abraham — Patriarchs, place Isaac upon the altar. 

The candidate, as Isaac, Is blindfolded and caused to kneel on the altar. 

Abraham — Let us unite in praise to God. 

Patriarchs surround the altar. Lights are turned low. Torches are lighted, 
ready to fire the altar. The High Priest, as Abraham, stands with his left band 
on Isaac, right hand elevated, and recites the first four verses of Psalm XXIII, 
as follows: 

Abraham — The Lord is my shepherd: I shall not 
want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me. 



»-jS 



172 PATRIARCHAL DEGREE. 

The al)OTe may also be chanted. A short pause. 

Abraham — Now, let the torch be applied! 

At a distance from the altar, the mufBed gong is struck three times. A short 
pause. 

Abraham — Let the fagots be fired. 

Imitation thunder. 

The muffled gong is struck three times, followed by a short pause. 

Abraham — Isaac is not to be sacrificed. Let him be 
removed from the altar and restored to light, and be- 
come a member of the Patriarchal family, and I will 
return and dwell at Beersheba. 

Blindfold is removed. 

A psalm or ode may be sung, and a procession may move around the room, 
the Junior Warden and candidate in the rear. At the conclusion of the last 
^ Terse they retire, and re-enter when order has been restored. 

Part III. 

The officers having resumed their stations, and order being restored, the door 
being opened, the Junior Warden and candidate or candidates re-enter. 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, I present to you 

Brother , who has been duly qualified and 

instructed as a novitiate Patriarch, and now desires to 
be admitted to the rank of a Patriarch. 

Chief Patriarch—My brother, I will proceed to in- 
struct you in the mysteries of this degree. 

ft 

In this Degree there is an Alarm at the inner door or 
Entersign, a Check Sign and Answer, a Sign and An- 
swer, and a Grip. 

The Alarm at the inner door is two raps; the Pass- 
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word is Adam (Ad-am), to be divided at all times when 
used for working purposes when in an fincampment, 
or in examination prior to opening in communicating 
the Password to. the Inside Sentinel or to the Junior 
Warden. 

CHECK aiON. * 




Place the right hand, 
open, on the left breast, 
thumb parallel with the 
fingers; withdraw the 
hand and extend it near- 
ly to a line off from the 
aide, palm outward and 
the thumb parallel with 
the fingers; let the arm 
drop to the side. The 
Answer is the same with 
the left hand. 



^^ 



174 



PATRIABOHAL DEGREE. 



SlCtlX. 



Place the fingers of the right hand in 
and across the left hand, palm upward; 
grasp the fingers of the right hand with 
the last three fingers of the left hand; 
elevate the two thumbs and the index 
finger of th^ left hand so as to form three 
pillars. The 'Answer is the same as the 
Sign. 




Sign of Patri- 
archal Degree. 



GRIP. 

Grasp the fingers of the 
Patriarch's right hand with 
your right hand ; press the 
same with the thumb, 
which must be across the fingers below the knuckle 
joint. No shaking hands in making the Grip. 




INSTRUCTIOKS TO CAI^DIDATE. 



Chief Patriarch (to candidate)— Desirous of being 
admitted to an Encampment, you will give at the outer 
door the same alarm as in the Subordinate Lodge. The 
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Ontside Sentinel will open the wicket, and require of 
you the Check Password of the term, which is given in 
full. If correct, he will admit you to the ante-room. 
You will then clothe yourself in regalia appropriate to 
your rank and station, and, after ascertaining from the 
Outside Sentinel that the Encampment is open in the 
Patriarchal Degree, you will give three raps at the inner 
door, when the Inside Sentinel will open the wicket, 
and obtain from you your name, rank, and the number 
of the Encampment to which you belong, which he 
will report to the Chief Patriarch, who will instruct 
him to admit you if correct. The wicket is --again 
opened, when you will be required to give the Password 
of the Patriarchal Degree (divided). If correct, you 
will be admitted, and will advance to the centre of the 
room and address the Chief Patriarch with the Check 
Sign. The Chief Patriarch will acknowledge you as a 
Patriarch with the answer to the Check Sign. You 
will then turn and address the Senior Warden with the 
Check Sign, who will also acknowledge you as a Patri- 
arch with the answer to the Check Sign. You will again 
turn to the Chief Patriarch and address him with the 
Sign of the Patriarchal Degree. The Chief Patriarch 
will give the proper answer to the sign. On leaving 
the Encampment, before it is closed, you will address 
the Chief Patriarch only, with the Sign of the Patri- 
archal Degree, and that ofl&cer will answer you with the 
appropriate sign. 

The Chief Patriarch shonld cjirefully instmct the candidate In the method of 
using the Password in working into an Encampment, and in examination prior to 
opening. 

€hitf Patriarch — My brother, I now present to you 
this black apron. It indicates that you have served as 
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a novitiate Patriarch. You have sought employment 
to qualify yourself to assume the high duties of man- 
hood. You have traveled across the wilderness to reach 
the Chief Patriarch's tent, and, on your arrival, a wel- 
come was given you. You have been obligated, that 
you might become a shepherd in the ffelds, on -the 
mountains and in the valleys, preparatory to full 
recognition as a Patriarch. You assisted in the ex- 
emplification of Abraham's faith in God. You have 
toiled ardently in the pursuit of truth, a cardinal virtue 
of Odd-fellowship, and you have been instructed in the 
unerring law by which you are to be governed. Virtue 
should be the great aim of your life— that virtue which 
gives whatever is great and good in man. Honor, 
Fidelity, Friendship, social and domestic happiness, are 
but empty sounds in the mouth of any but a virtuous 
man. Virtfie gives joy which vice With all her flatter- 
ing promises never pretends to offer, and bestows a zest 
upon those joys that are common to all . which they 
can never have without it. Its influence spreads through 
life, diverges in every direction, arid penetrates every 
condition. It is the guardian of youth, the honor of 
manhood, the crown of age, the shield of prosperity, 
the prop of affliction, our guide in active life, and our 
solace in retirement. It holds the keys of life, and will 
finally open to us the gates of immortality. My 
brother, it is proper that you be prepared to test the 
presence of an intruder, ill case he should invade our 
camp. * 

How shall I distinguish a Patriarch of this degree? 

Junior Warden — By the signs^ arid tokens of the 
Patriarchal rank. 
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Chief Patriarch — Advance the Patriarchal Sign. 
[Candidate gives sign J. 

Chief Patriarch — What does it represent? 

Junior Warden (for candidate) — The three pillars of 
the Order — Faith, Hope and Charity. 

Chief Patriarch — What else does it represent? 

Junior Warden (for candidate) — The motto of our 
Order — Friendship, Love and Truth. 

Chief Patriarch — Have you a Password ? 

Junior Warden (ior candidate) — We have. Ad-^m, 

Chief Patriarch — My brother, I commend your skill, 
and trust that the remembrance of^ these symbols and 
the virtues which they imply will never fade from your 
mind. Our institution is a science of symbols, convey- 
ing by striking emblems the most interesting and' 
exalted truths. There are moments in the experience 
of the most virtuous life when incentives are needed to 
dispel the lethargy of the soul and excite it to action. 

I now present to you a crook, an implement of your 
vocation as a Patriarchal herdsman. It was used by 
the Patriarchs of old, and strikingly reminds us of the 
simplicity of their lives and the purity of their faith. 
They dwelt in tents, and, surrounded by their flocks 
and herds, spent their lives in the inculcation of the 
most exalted social virtues. The onward march of 
civilization, and the advance of ' humaa society, have 
deprived the world of much of that simplicity and vir- 
tue which gave its richest charm to the Patriarchal jlife. 
Here, in this sacred retreat, we would revive that sim- 
plicity and inculcate that purity. Here we^ would lay 
the broad foundation of th^t . universal brotherhood, 
which shall link in the golden chain of our elver ex* - 
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panding sympathy, heart with heart, man to man, until 
the vices which defile and the passions and prejudices 
which separate the children of a common Father shall 
be extirpated from earth, and the abodes of sorrow and 
suffering be lighted with the benignant beams of peace 
and love. 

The following In brackets may be omitted. 

[To effect the great moral and social revolution, 
individual action must be combined with associated 
effort. Each should belipve that his individual duty is 
essential to the integrity of the whole. Ever let that 
principle of generous beneficence dwell in your heart 
which, silently and unseen, like the dew of heaven, 
blesses and refreshes with the gentle droppings of its 
bounty. Cherish the beautiful teachings of our Order, 
which, falling upon the heart like rays of light, give 
color to every affection of Our nature, and dictate every 
act of our lives. Succor the stranger in distress; give 
him food and rest when he is hungry and weary, with- 
out inquiring his country or creed, by whatsoever mis- 
fortune he may have fallen, by what destiny he may be 
controlled. With your brother shepherd, guard against 
jealousy and strife. Remember that he is your brother. 
If, under the influence of imperfection, the common lot 
of mortals, he wrongs you, go to him, and in the lan- 
guage of affection tell him his fault betwee^n him and 
you. If he repent, forgive him; enter no harsh judg- 
ment against him. Conscious of your own frailty, 
remember that to err is human, to forgive divine. 
These, my brother, are the principles we should ever 
practice. A man may enter our camp and dwell beneath 
our tent^ mistaken confidence may invest him with our 
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mysteries, and clothe him with the badges of our Order; 
he may be exalted to official station among us; but all 
this does not make him an Odd-fellow, unless he behaves 
and acts as becomes an Odd-fellow]. 

Chief Patriarch — Brother , you have passed 

through the several degrees of the Order to reach the 
distinction of Patriarchal fellowship. You are solemnly 
pledged to practice the virtues which, in your progress 
here, have been illustrated. 

They teach sentiments that you will find useful to 
cultivate through life. They will give tone and honor 
to your manhood. 

And now, in the name and by authority of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd-fellows, I declare you duly admit- 
ted to the Patriarchal Degree. 

The Encampment muei always be dueed In the Boy al Purple, or higbeet degree, 
as given in chapter ZV. 
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ANALYSIS PATRIARCHAL DEGREE. 

The History of a Fog— An English Ale-house — The Birthplace of Odd -fellowship 
— Grosh's Statement of the Matter— An Old-time Odd-fellow Chorua— The 
Social Row Becomes a Rowdy Religion— A Creed of One Article, which is 
Belief in the God of This World— Masks and Robes to Help it On— Origin and 
Purpose of the Encampment Degrees— Man a Worshiping Animal— Theft 
from the Bible— Playing at Abraham's Sacrifice of Isaac — AbrahaSTs Faith 
in the Christ to Come through his Slain Son Omitted — No Use for Christ In 
Odd-fellowship — A * * Stone of Stumbling and Rock of Offense " to the Order 
— Salvation by Ceremonies— Contempt of Christ— Religion the Chief End of 
Odd-fellowship— "Tinkling Cymbal" Charity— Drying Widows' Tears by 
Refusing Lodge Benefits Legally Due — Mockery and Profanation. 

The history of Odd-fellowship is the history of a fog. 
It is a moral miasm rising from a human morass, and 
its analysis is as difficult as its history. I have seen > 
respectable-looking English women, wives of mechanics 
and laborers, sitting in rows on benches in a tap-house, 
some with babies in their arms, waiting wishfully for 
some one to give them a glass of beer, while, farther in, 
their husbands sat guzzling at their mugs around dirty 
tables in rooms filled with tobacco smoke. Such an 
ale-house was the birthplace of Odd-fellowship, both in 
England and in this country. 

Their standard historian, Grosh (p. 23; see also note 
22), says: ''Meeting, as they did, in public houses of not 
the most select character, the beer mug, the pipe and 
the toast circulated freely." And on the same page 
(23d) of his volume Grosh gives the following chorus, 
sung till their tongues became too heavy: 
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*'Tben let as be social, be generous, be kind; 
Let eftcb take bis glass and be mellow — 
Tben we'll Join heart and baud, leave dissension beblnd. 
And we'll each prove a bearty Odd -fellow. " 

Seeing what could be made of it, cunning men turned 
this social row into a rowdy religion, gave the lodge u 
devil's constitution by packing it in degrees pledged to 
secrecy from the world and each other — a secrecy grow- 
ing dense to the top. Then they gave it a creed of one 
article, which is belief in the god of this world, with 
Christ left out in compliment to Jews and deists. They 
named its degrees " Friendship," " Love " and "Truth," 
held up their fingers, when not too drunk, to signify 
"faith," "Hope" and "Charity;" and as more money 
can be got by secret societies than by anything else ex- 
cept Popery, they put on masks and red, blue, white, 
purple, yellow and black robes, and Odd-fellowship 
flourished! 

But there came to be too many at the top of the 
lodge, and an upper side-show called " Encampment " 
was invented, with Patriarchal, Golden Rule and Royal 
Purple degrees. This Encampment answered a double 
purpose. It brought moire degree fees, and, by long 
lectures which none but men of strong memories and 
much leisure could commit, it increased the funds and 
diminished the leaders among whom, after paying small 
benefits, the money was to be, and is, divided. Thus 
Odd-fellowship, like Masonry, became a model for 
Mormonism. 

There is a true old pagan proverb which says, " Man 
is a worshiping animal/' When the plough was intro- 
duced to Asiatics, and the pedlar's back was turned, it Is 
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said they painted it red, set it up on end and worshiped 
it. This explains the success of Odd-fellowship, when 
turned from a drinking-bout into a religio^i. 

This First Encampment or Patriarchal Degree is 
saved from insipidity by theft from the Bible, like the 
first two degrees of the lodge. It is to make Odd-fel- 
lows Pa^narcAs by playing Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac, 
but says nothing about Abraham's faith in the promise 
of God that Christ, the Messiah, should come through 
his posterity. The sublime part of Abraham's trial was 
his belief that Christ should come through the posteri- 
ty of Isaac, whom he was about to kill, "accounting 
that God was able to raise Isaac from the dead." — Heb, 
11: 19. Of this the inventors of the Patriarchal De- 
gree either knew nothing or cared nothing, or both. 
They had no occasion for Christ. He is to Odd-fellow- 
ship a sectary, a "stone of stumbling and rock of offense." 
They were inventing a system of salvation without 
Him; a system in which Odd-fellows should lift them- 
selves to heaven, as it were, by their own boot-straps — 
save themselves by symbols and ceremonies and 

** Old, odd ends atolea forth of Holy Writ,** 

without atonement, without the Holy Spirit, the pur- 
chase of Christ's blood, and in contempt of that very 
Savior who was symbolized by Abraham's offering of his 
son which they are playing, and the sheep which suf- 
fered in his (Isaac's) stead. So they make balderdash of 
the Scripture. And as the future Messiah is the end 
and substance of Abraham's faith and trial, this Patri- 
archal Degree is like the poor strollers' " play of Hamlet 
with the part of Hamlet left out;" while the whole 
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significance of the thing is, that the lodge leaders get 
tbeir money and Satan gets his worship. 

* * Tbns he supports his cruel throne 
By mischief and deceit; 
And drags the sons of Adam down 
To darkness and the pit.** 

And, be it remembered, this extemporized, got-up 
religion is, by its own authorities, declared to be the 
chief end of Odd*fellowship. 

An excellent little book by a Lutheran pastor — Rev. 
J. H. Brockman, which every one should read, gives 
abounding proof from the utterances of the Order 
itself that it does not claim to be a charitable society, 
but pays the weekly allowance to rich and poor alike. 
Hence, as rich and idle men are quite as apt to be sick 
and die as the poor and industrious, it may happen, in 
a given lodge, that the poor pay in all the money and 
the rich get all the benefits! 

Rev. Mr. Brockman gives from Grand Lodge minutes 
— ^year and page given — the case of Henry L. Gunther, 
who mailed five dollars to pay his lodge dues on the 
fourth day of October. The money was received, cred- 
ited, paid all his dues and lefk a balance in his favor. 
X Meantime (October eleventh) Gunther's wife died, while 
the money was on the road. The letter was registered 
and the money belonged to the lodge when it left Gun- 
ther's hands, yet the State Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 
allowed his local lodge to keep his money, but refused 
the funeral benefit for his dead wife. 

The same Grand Lodge minutes, 1871, p. 486, give 
the case of Jacob Daumb, Chambersburg (Pennsyl- 
vania) lodge. He sent five dollars from Ft. Wayne, 
whither lie had removed. The money paid up his dues 
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and" left a balance of seventy-five cents in his favor. 
Daumb died while his money was on the road, and his 
wife was refused the constitutional funeral benefit. 
Those men may have paid dues regularly for twenty- 
five or thirty years, and drawn out nothing; but dying 
five cenfts in debt, after paying hundreds of dollars, 
would deprive them of the funeral benefit! And as the 
poor and unfortunate Odd-fellows are the ones most 
likely to fail to keep up their dues, the rich and well- 
to-do members are the ones likely to receive the bene- 
fits. . These are but specimens of a multitude of similar 
cases reported in the minutes of the lodges. For such 
an order to sing in their odes of '' drying the widow's 
tears," etc., etc., is a mockery and profanation, as all 
sensible Odd-fellows would see if Satan did not blind 
their minds by his false worships. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

GoLDEK Rule, or Second Encampment Degbee. 

INITIATION. 

Any number of candidates may be conducted through all the Parts of thto 
degree. When more than one Is Initiated the officers will use the plural number 
Instead of the singular of the text. 

Junior Warden — [Having retired to the ante-room 
addresses the candidate there as follows:] Yon are now 
to be advanced to the Degree of the Golden Rule. 
iThere is a solemn and impressive ceremony through 
which you must pass. Be candid and firm, and answer 

^truly and without hesitation such questions as may he 

> 

^put to you. 

Junior Warden — (three raps). 
: Inside Sentinel — TV ho comes there ? 

Junior Warden — A Patriarch who wishes to be in- 
structed in the Golden Rule. 

Inside Sentinel — Is he prepared to learn the mysteries 
,and practice the duties of this degree? 

Junior Warden — He has hitherto proved himself a 
faithful and true man, a^id I have no doubt he is 
worthy of further confidence. 
\ Inside Sentinel — He has permission to enter. i 

The door is opened and the Junior Warden conducts the candidate to the Chlaf 
■Patriarch. * : 1 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, T present to you 
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Patriarch , who has faithfully served his time 

as a herdsman in the field, and has been admitted to the 
rank of a Patriarch. He has been instructed to bestow 
upon those in want a glenerous hospitality, and he now 
wishes to be taught the principle of Tolebatioi^. 

Chief Pa^narcA^-Patriarch, I congratulate you on 
having a desire to comprehend the cardinal virtue of 
Odd-fellowship. Practical toleration is one of the 
noblest of human actions. The authority of conscience 
should be respected in all th6 relations of life; and our 
Order teaches that there should be no discrimination ih 
the exercise of this right. t < < 

Chief Patriarch — Junior Warden, present th^ Patri- 
arch to the Senior Warden for obligation. 

Junior Warden — Senior Warden, by direction of the 
Chief Patriarch, I present to you Patriarch — — ^-^-^ — , 
who desires to take the obligation of the Golden Riile 
Degree. •.= 

Senior Warden — Patriarch '— — .the lesson df 

this degree is toleration. It permits others to think 
and act according to their convictions of duty. If you 
are willing to recognize this principle of action, you 
will place yourself in the attitude in which you wefe 
initiated into this Order, and repeat after me the follbw- 

ing: . 

Senior Warden — (two raps, calling up the Encamp- 
ment). 

OBLIQATIOK. • . 

I, , do sincerely promisie, that I .will nev^r 

reveal the secrets of the D^ree of the Golden. Ri^IaJjo 
any one not legally authorized to receive them. And I 
do further promise on my sjicred honprjithat I will |;rj|^]y 
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endeavor to practice the principles of this degree. 

Senior Warden — (one rap, seating the Encampment). 

Senior Warden — ^Junior Warden, you will present 
the Patriarch to the Most Excellent High Priest for 
further instruction. 

Junior Warden — Most Excellent High Priest, I pre- 
sent to you Patriarch , who has taken the 

obligation of this degree. 

High Priest — Patriarch, you have been taught to 
recognize as a cardinal virtue the golden rule, which 
commands us to do unto others as we would have them 
do unto us. Here we endeavor to inculcate a just 
observance of tl^ose high moral affections and duties for 
the enforcement of which society can enact no code. 

Here no artificial distinctions of nation, sect or tribe 
are recognized. All stand upon one common level, and 
are alike entitled to that consideration and regard which 
each claims for himself. The rule by which we walk 
is founded upon the immutable truth that all men are 
brethren: but the code of society regulates the degree 
of association. From one common source the existence 
of all is derived, and we are bound to each other by 
common ties. A nerve of the same life runs through 
the human race and gives to each an interest in the 
welfare of all that live. Recognizing as we do this 
bond of union, the evils that afflict our brother-man 
become in a measure our own; his misfortunes are our 
misfortunes, and his suflferings do but increase the pains 
that shoot through our systems, and render life so 
feverish and fitful. If we smite him we smite a member 
of our own body; and if we strike for his blood, our 
own flesh shall feel the wound. From all this vast 



INITIATION. 189 

brotherhood we claim sympathy in distress, truth in 
intercourse, and full and free toleration. As we claim 
these for ourselves, and yield them up at the mandate 
of none, so we are bound freely and fully to accord 
them to others. 

High Priest — Junior Warden, you will retire with 
the candidate. 

Junior Warden and candidate retire to the ante -room, where the candidate U 
blindfolded, and when the encampment Is prep&red he Is conducted to the door, 
which Is left ajar, and they enter wlthont ceremony. 

Part II. 

The Patriarchs representing the different races and characters In this degn^ee 
must dress and act as will truthfully represent the people referred to. They may 
employ various emblems representing their manners, customs, goyernment, 
religion, etc. 

The Encampment -room may be arranged according to diagram and Instruc- 
tions. 

The lights are turned low and the blindfold is removed from candidate. 

The First and Second Watches assume the character of MobammedsAB« who 
assault the candidate ; and the Third and Fourth Watches represent persons of 
the candidate's ifalth, and endeavor to rescue him. In the confusion these four 
only are to handle the candidate. v 

SUGGESTED COSTOMES. 

The White race: may wear the usual dress. 

The Bbown race: a single -breasted frock coat, or a gown of black material, 
extending below the knees. The dress may be ornamented or plain. Turban of 
red, or of India-shawl material. ^ 

The Ykxlow race: the Chinese or other Mongolian dress. 

The Rkd race: the dress of the North American Indian. 

The Black race: can wear the Nubian or other African dress. 

The Pagans may wear the Chinese, but different from the race costume. 

The Mohammedans can dress as Turks, Arabs or Persians, wearing white 
turbans or other appropriate covering for the head. 

If not convenient, the artisan and professional characters In the diagram, and 
text explaining them, may be omitted. 

Junior Warden (to candidate) — You see before you 
representatives of the differeut peoples of the earth. 

There is the White Race, now scattered throughout 
the world. Its origin was in ancient Asia, the region 
once occupied by Adam, Noah and Abraham, but now 
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(jfterrun by semi-barbarous hordes as different in re- 
ligious faith as in manners. Many of them still cling 
to the ancient worship of Judaism, some to the Crescent 
tod some to the Gross. The religion of the Cross pre- 
vails where civilization exists, and yet its devotees are 
divided into sects as antagonistic in creed as though 
they were dissimilar* in origin. 

The Browk Race inhabits parts of southern Asia. 
It is far advanced in the arts and sciences. Its temples 
of worship are of great splendor, and exhibit archi- 
tectural skill equaling that of any other people. Its 
religion is Paganistic; and its social habits are defined 
by strict and rigid caste. 

The Yellow Race, consisting of the Mongolians of 
Asia, are votaries of Pagan rites, according to the 
teachings of Confucius. For centuries the}'^ have given 
practical evidence of advanced mental power, by the 
production of handiwork whose mysteries have remained 
unfathomed by other races. 

The Red Race consists of unlettered savages, roam- 
ing through the pathless wilderness, chasing the fleet 
deer with.tlie quiver and bow. The sun, moon, and the 
myriads of stars receive their profound adoration as 
symbols of an eternal Great Spirit. 

And there you behold the Black Race. It inhabits, 
as hordes, the wilds of Africa. In general they are 
barbarians and monsters in the practice of the most 
dire rapine; yet some of them are more gentle — as the 
Nubians, who dwell upoij the burning sands of the 
Equator and dance to the music of a reed beneath the 
spreadin<y palm. 

If the af tlBon and professional characters are omitted, the following In brackets 
may be omitted. ^ 
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[Thtese races are employed to some extent, as artisans, 
by whose hands are constructed palaces, temples, and 
all the implements required for man's convenience and 
medital culture. Some are devoted to the pursuit of 
letters or the sciences, such as chemistry, geography 
and astronomy. By their genius and mental power, 
man is educated and advanced to a higher and better 
condition.] 

In recognition of the Benign Power that created all- 
things, man seeks to honor the Creator by ceremonies 
of adoration. That group embraces men of different 
creeds, who are followers of the Christian religion, and 
there is the Pagan, a worshiper of idols, or of the ele- 
ments of fire. 

And here are the intolerant and persecuting Moham- 
medans, who are ever ready to immolate the man of 
another creed upon the altar of their own peculiar 
faith. 

Mohammedan — Of what country are you ? 

Candidate answers. 

JI/oAamm6rfaw----What is your religion? 

Candidate answers, 

Mohammedans (all hurriedly rise and exclaim) — Seize 
him! Bind him in chains! Cast him into prison! Put 
him to the sword!. [Or exclamations of similar char- 
acter]. 

The Mohammedans all rash to the candidate, and a Hkc namber of the candl* 
date's ft^th rush to defend him— a general confusion ensues. No rough usage 
to be allowed. He Is bound wltl) chains. 

Chief Patriarch (one rap, calling to order) — Silence ! 
What means this uproar and confusion? 

Instantly each one stands motionless until the Chief Patriarch gives another 
command. 
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Junior Warden — The Patriarch having declared that 

he is and ,they have seized and bound 

'him. 

Chief Patriarch — ^Jnnior Warden, bring hither the 
disturbers of the peace; also the Patriarch. 

Junior Warden — Let us proceed to the presence of 
the Chief Patriarch. 

The Mohammedans follow the Junior Warden and candidate, and form a semi- 
circle In front of the chair of the Chief Patriarch, who rises to his feet. 

Chief Patriarch (to the Junior Warden) — Remove 
the chains which have been imposed by the intolerance 
of man, and let our brother feel that a code prevails 
here which tramples on human prejudices,"* and asserts 
the high birthright of humanity. 

Chief Patriarch (to the candidate) — My friend, be 
always just and fear not. You have not hesitated when 
occasion demanded, though surrounded with danger, to 
avow your principles. This is the solemn duty of every 
honest man. 

Chief Patriarch — Warden, you will proceed in the 
duties of your office. [Chief Patriarch resumes his 
seat]. 

The candidate ts again blindfolded and conducted slowly around the room, 
during which time the representatives of the dlfTerent races and pursuits of the 
earth seat themselves among the Patriarchs. The room is again fully lighted. 

Jtmior Warden (on arriving at the chair of the Chief 

Patriarch)-^Chief Patriarch, I present Patriarch 

to you for further instruction. 

Chief Patriarch (standing) — Restore him to light. 
[It is done.] ' 

Chief Patriarch — Patriarch, look around you. Be- 

NoTK 106.--" Chinese, Polynesians, Indians, Half -breeds or mixed bloods are 
not eligible to membenhlp."— Donaldson's Pocket Companion, p. SSO. 
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hold the change a few moments have wrought! em- 
blematic of that change which shall occur when the 
Golden Rule shall have asserted its power and obtained 
its dominion over the world. The high and impassable 
barriers that separate man from his fellow-man are 
broken down. All sit together as brothers in harmony 
and love. The descendants of Abraham and the 
followers of the Crescent are commingled with those 
of the Cross as one happy family/" knowing no diversi- 
ty"' of faith or creed, and a calm repose has come upon 
the elements of strife. The spear tof the warrior is 
broken and the sword of the conqueror lies rusting in 
the scabbard, and discord and contention shall be known 
no more. 

U the following be not sung, the High Priest shall read It: * 

ODE. 

No more shall nation against nation rise. 
Nor ardent warriors meet with hatef al eyes. 
Nor fields with gleaming steel be covered o'er^ 
The brazen trumpets kindle rage no more. 
But useless lances into scythes shall bend. 
And the broad falchion in a ploughshare end; 
No sigh, no murmur, the wide world shall hear. 
From every face be wiped off every tear ; 
All crimes shall cease, and ancient fraud shall fail. 
Returning Justice lift aloft her scale ; 
Peace o'er the world her olive wand extend. 
And white -robed Innocence from heaven descend. 

If the preceding be read, then another ode may be sung. During the singing 
a procession may be formed, including the representatives of the different races, 
creeds and pursuits of the earth, and pass slowly around the room, the Junior 
Warden and candidate In the rear. When the last verse of the ode is being 



NoTK 106. — "A Lodge or Encampment sometimes presents, In its assemblage 
of persons of various nations and creeds, a beautiful illustration of the excel- 
lency of toleration, and of the possibility of a ' unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace' amid a diversity of faith/*— Grosh' 8 Manual, p. 275. 

NOTB 107. — *• Jew or Gentile, Catholic or Protestant, is, as such, welcome to 
our lodges and our he&rtB. ''—Donaldson^ 8 Pocket Companion, p. 391. 
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sang, the Junior TTarden and candidate retire to the ante-r^om, where the- 
candidate Is blindfolded, and when the Encampment Is prepared he Is condacted 
to the door, which is open, and they enter without ceremony. 

Part III. 

After the candidate has retired, order Is restored. All wear the usual regalia. 
Officers resume their stations. 

Junior Warden (proceeding with the candidate to 
the chair of the Chief Patriarch) — I present to you 

Patriarch , who desires final instructions in 

the Golden Rule. 

ChUf Patriarch — Patriarch, it is now my duty to 
instruct you in the mysteries of this degree. 

In this degree there is an Alarm at the inner door, or 
Entersign, a Password and Explanation of the Pass- 
word,«a Sign and Answer to the Sign, a Clieck Sign 
and Answer, and a Grip. • • 

The Alarm at the inner door i$i two raps. 
The Password is A. M., to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes, whether in an En- 
campment or in examination prior to 
opening. The Explanation of the Pass- 
word is. Gold a Metal, given in full, but 
not used for working purposes. 

The Check Sigis^ and Answer are made 
the same as in the Patriarchal Degree. 

SIGN. 

Press the elbow of the right arm 
to the side; close the right hand, thumb 
over fingers; extend the index finger; when 
extended raise the arm from the elbow in 
a perpendicular direction; drop the arm in 
front, the index finger pointing to the 
Sign of Golden g?^^^^' '^^® Auswcr is the same as the 

Rule Degree. Sign« 
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GKIP. 

With the index finger of 
the right hand form a link 
at the second joint, and with 
the ball of the thumb pr^ss 
the back of the index finger 
of the Patriarch forming the link with you, between 

the knuckle and second joint. No shaking hands in 

making the Grip. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATE. 

Chief Patriarch (to candidate) — Desirous of being 
admitted to an Encampment, you will give at the outer 
door the same alarm as in the Subordinate Lodge. [One 
rap, or one pull of the bell, if there is one]. The Out- 
side Sentinel will open the wicket, and require of you 
the Check Password of the term [which is given in fall]. 
If correct, he will admit you to the ante-room. .You 
will then clothe yourself in regalia appropriate to your 
rank and station, and, after ascertaining from the Out- 
side Sentinel ^hat the Encampment is open in the 
Golden Rule Degree, you will give two raps at the inner 
door, when the Inside Sentinel will open the wicket, 
and obtain from you your name, rank, and the number 
of the Encampment to which you belong, which he will 
report to the Chief Patriarch, who will instruct him to 
admit you, if correct. The wicket is again opened, when 
you will be required to give the Password of the Golden 
Rule Degree [lettered J. If correct you will be admitted, 
and will advance to the center of the room, and address 
the Chief Patriarch with the Check Sign. The Chief 
Patriarch will acknowledge you as a Patriarch with the 
Answer to the Check Sign. You will then turn and 



196 GOLDEK BULB DEGREE. 

address the Senior Warden with the Check Sign, who 
will acknowledge you as a Patriarch with the answer to 
the Check Sign. You will again turn to the Chief 
Patriarch and address him with the Sign of the Golden 
Rule Degree; the Chief Patriarch will give the answer 
to the sign. 

On leaving the Encampment before it is closed, you 
will address the Chief Patriarch only, with the Sign of 
the Golden Rule Degree, and that' officer will answer 
you with the appropriate sign. 

The Chief Patriarch Bhould carefully Instruct the candidate In the method of 
using the password, In working Into an Encampment, and In examination prior 
to opening. 

Chief Patriarch — Junior Warden, you will now pre- 
sent the Patriarch to the Most ExecU^t High Priest 
for further instruction. 

Junior . Warden — Most Excellent High Priest, by 
direction of the Chief Patriarch, I present to you 

Patriarch , for further instruction in this 

degree. 

High Priest — Patriarch, the scene that has been pre- 
sented to you illustrates an era"® for wBich kings and 
patriarchs waited and sought, but never found. We 
trust that the lessons of this occasion will be deeply 
engraven on your heart. The ceremonies you have 
witnessed are especially designed to impress you with 
the great principle of Toleration. In the present con- 
dition of mankind, owing to the prejudices of educa- 
tion or habit, it cannot be expected that men should 
think alike. This is philosophically impossible. But, 

Note 106.— ** The authority of conscience in religion must be paramount. 
Those high moral affections and duties which have the Creator as their object, 
no human legislation can or should restrain or suppress. In our Tents no secta- 
rian or national distinctions are recognized.**— ^0«A^« Manual, p, $272. 
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honest in our own opinions, we should accord the same 
honesty to others; and, while we should in no instance 
tolerate licentiousness or vice, we should overlook all 
diflferences of a minor nature which may divide us from 
our brethren, and cordially unite with the virtuous and 
goody irrespective of country, religion*"' or politics, in 
the discharge of those duties which all agree to be 
paramount. As a brother of this sublime degree, it is 
expected that you will always act upon the Golden Rule, 
doing unto others as you would have them under similar 
circumstances do unto you. Thus will you co-operate 
with the great mission of Odd-fellowship and hasten 
the period when man shall hail his brother-man with 
fraternal greetings; when falsehood shall be driven from 
the earth, aud the race of man form a universal family 
acknowledging the God of the Universe as Father, and 
every child of man as a brother. 
' High Priest — Junior Warden, you will present the 
Patriarch to the Chief Patriarch. 

An ode may be sung and a procession formed, to move around the room during 
the singing. 

After the ode the Junior Warden presents the candidate before the Chief 
Patriarch. 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, by direction of the 
High Priest, I present to you Patriarch . 

Chief Patriarch — Recognizing you as a Patriarch of 
the Golden Rule, the Junior Warden will invest you 
with a black apron trimmed with yellow, emblematical 
of this degree. [An apron is platjed upon the candi- 



NoTK 109. — "Durlng^ the years 1877, 1878 and 1879, we have lost from our 
fold 15,842 members, reducing the grand aggregate from 456,125 active Odd-fel- 
lows In 1876, to 440,783 In 1879, yet there Is no cause for despondency, our annual 
loss from 8106 In 1877 having been reduced to 1508 In 1879. "— ./ottrnaf of Pro- 
efedinga Sovereign Grand Lodge, /Session of 1880, ;}. 8260. 
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in the name and by the 
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date]. Patriarch 
authority of the Independent Order of Odd-fellows, I 
declare you duly advanced a8*a Patriarch of the Golden 
Rule Degree. 



ANALYSIS GOLDEN RULE DEGREE. 

The Real and Professed Object of this Degree— The Unity of Christianity Mocked 
—Union of Idolatrous Religions in Malice Against Christ— Bald Hypocrisy — 
Excluding Nineteen* twentieths of the Race and then Pretending to Unify 
Mankind— Teaches that * ' All Mankind are Brethren, " while Admitting only 
White Men of JBound Health, Able -Bodied and Between Certain Ages— The 
Lie Acted Out in the Lodge — Intolerance— Christianity having Secured Tol- 
eration, Odd-fellowship Claims the Glory of it — The Success of suoh 
Swindling Pretenses Explained— Little Orders Short Lived— The Falsehood 
and Frivolity of Odd-fellowship its Protection— The Ancient Oracles— The 
Philosophy of the Power of Secretism — The Religion of Odd-fellowship the 
Religion of Masonry — Denies the Distinction Between the Righteous and the 
Wicked— The Bible Quoted In Confutation of Itself. 

The professed object of this degree is to teach '^ the 
principle of tolbbation." (See ritual^ p. 187.) The 
real object, as of Odd-fellowship throughout, is to hold 
up Christ's religion to contempt, by concealing its unity 
and exposing its dissensions and divisions, and claiming 
superiority for the motley and many-hued religions of 
Satan over that of Christ. 

The object and end of Christianity as taught by 
Christ himself is, " That they all may be one: as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee; that they also may be 
one in us." — John 17 : 21. 

To checkmate and foil this magnificently sublime 
picture of the spiritual oneness of all God's children, 
, through "one Mediator" and '' one Spirit," '^th the 
infinite God himself— and thus counteract the moral 
effect, on the intellects of other worlds gazing on God's 
redemption in this, of a cone of spiritual oneness, based 
on regenerated souls and hiding its apex in the infinity 
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which veils God's throne, the lodge religions, various 
as the dress of Otway's " Old Woman " — 



it 



Whose patcbwofk robe but shows variety of wretchedness, ' 



must needs have a mock unity of their own. 

And yet their unity, like the vaunted unity of 
drunkards in their cups, is all the time ending in 
brawls. They are truly one only in their malice against 
Christ : and their malice is excelled by their bald hypocri- 
sy. Take this Golden Rule Degree as a specimen. They 
meet as a sect or lodge which excludes more than nine- 
teen-twentieths of mankind. They admit only " free 
white males" over twenty-one and under sixty; and 
those only when hale and able-bodied, and with this 
badgered, blindfolded and bewildered handful of human- 
ity they set themselves to unify mankind. They cant 
and deplore over the sects of Christianity, and teach 
their own little sect, divided from other secret sects 
and the outside world by walls of secrecy, and excluding 
all who inherit the least tinge of brown or yellow in 
their complexion, they boast (see note 105, p. 192,): 
" Here no artificial distinctions of nation, sect, or tribe 
are known ! " 

To utter such lofty falsehoods must require the bra- 
zen tongue and brow of the hypocrite. Yet they 
insist, '' The rule by which we walk is founded upon the 
immutable truth that all mankind are brethren." (Rit- 
ual^ p. 188,) And this fearful untruth is uttered of an 
order where, on the face of it, the single word ^' free," 
defining its membership, excludes millions of unhappy 
slaves. , 

The degree then proceeds to act the lie which it had 
uttered. To do this they dress up some members of 
their lodge as Turks, and when the blindfolded candidate 
answers that he is not a Mohammedan, but of another 
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creed, then the turbaned Turks seize and chain him. 
The Chief Patriarch (that is to say, Odd-fellowship), 
then, loftily commands: "Remove the chains which 
have been imposed by the intolerance of man.'* — Ritttal^ 
p. 192. 

Now this play is a slander on the Turks. There are 
now Armenian students in Wheaton College whose 
Turkish rulers and neighbors tolerated them at home 
even after they became Christians in the American 
sense. So so our missionaries are tolerated by the 
Asiatic and African races. •,v^ 

Thus when the benign hand of Christianity has 
pulled down the Chinese walls of intolerance; while 
Fanny Wright, Victoria WoodhuU, and the Ingersolls 
and even Mormons are tolerated, while they abstain 
from the crimes of polygamy and assassinations which 
they teach, forth steps this spruce Order of Odd-fellow- 
ship, and, excluding from its " brotherhood " nineteen- 
twentieths of the human race, proclaims that all "man- 
kind are brethren;" sneers at Christianity as intolerant, 
and invites to its religious brotherhood all who can pay 
their dues, and keeps them in its world-wide fellowship 
until poverty or misfortune has made them no longer 
able to keep them paicL 

**Oh, what authority and show of truth 

Can cunning Bin cover itself withal." — 8hake8pMT£. 

The success of such swindling pretenses — so thin and 
self-contradictory throughout — is owing to one single 
fact, viz., the toiling masses of Papists, Mormons and 
members of secret orders read little and reason less. 
There are probably not one hundred Odd-fellows of the 
hundred thousands who can, to-day, repeat without 
prompting the whole of their ritual of near two-hun- 
dred pages. The little secret orders are short-lived. 
The permanenjb ones are those enlarged by additions at 
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the top, "tmtil the honest and industrious who " have 
visible means of support^* can not learn the rituals; and 
the lodges are thus managed by depraved and hardened 
men, who make secret orders their trade. 

The falsehood and frivolity of Odd-fellowship are its 
protection. Sensible people ^annot believe a system so 
shallow and self -contradictory can be very dangerous. 
The leading Roman and Oreek oracles were equally 
puerile and contemptible. Cicero said he could not see 
how one augur or priest of the mysteries could meet 
another in the street ^^ without laughing each other in 
the f ace.^' Some of the most popular Grecian oracles 
"owed their celebrity to exhilarating or. stupefying 
gases issuing from subterranean caverns/* Yet the 
wealth which they accumulated was, like th^ funds of 
Odd-fellowship, fabulous. " One hundred and seven- 
teen tiles of gold were presented to one of these oracles 
by a single man. — Stowe's Int.^ p. 177. 

The philosophy of their power over mind is in the 
fact that they are each a counterfeit salvation. The 
prayer at the dedication of a Cemetery asks the lodge 
god to " purify our hearts, elevate our desires, and fit us 
for thy service." And the Orand Master assures the 
Odd-fellows that over their " departed dwells ever the 
bright halo of the hope of a ^orious resurrection." — 
Grosh, pp. 374,375. 

And this Golden Rule Degree assures the brethren 
that " Confessions of faith are mere " differences of 
opinion." ^'Followers of different teachers, ye are wor- 
shipers of one God, who is Father of all, and therefore 
ye are brethren!' 

That is, theirs is the Masonic religion, in which all 
mankind agree : and every reflecting child must 
understand that the god of this religion is the goi and 
" prince of this world." Each new degree is but a new 
modification and statement of this religion. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Royal Purple, or Third E2jrcAMPMEiq"T Degree. 

Part J. 

IKSTRUCTIOKS. 

Chief Patriarch, should have a purple gown, yellow 
belt, yellow and black turban and a crook. 

High Priest, should wear a robe made of royal pur- 
ple fabric, a white surplice of muslin, linen or silk, 
together with a mitre and breastplate. 

SPECIALS. 

1. Every fixture should have in view its use, so as not 
to injure or be offensive to the candidate. 

2. All fast walking, rushing or rough usage of the 
candidate is forbidden. 

3. The bridge should be at least two feet wide, with 
rough poles as railings, and it should be level with the 
roadway or floor. 

4. Rough road to be of stone, pieces of wood, stumps, 
limbs of trees or brushwood. 

5. A railing may be used to guide the candidate over 
the rough road. The guide in advance, seemingly 
passes over it. 
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Any number of candidates may be conducted through 
parts I and III of this degree'. When more than one, 
the officers will add the plural number to the text. 

Junior Warden — (with the candidate — two raps on 
inside door.) 

Inside Sentinel — Who comes there? 

Junior Warden — The Junior Warden, with a Patri- 
arch who has served as a herdsman on the mountains 
of Horeb and in the wilderness of Paran, has suffered 
persecution by the prejudices of selfish and bigoted 
men, and now seeks further instruction, teaching him 
the good and evil that beset the pathway of life. 

Inside Sentinel — Enter. Your appeal shall not be in 
vain. 

The Junior Warden leads the candidate around tbe room, and they finally reach 
the Senior Warden's chair. While passing around the Junior Warden says: 

Junior Warden — Patriarch, you are now about to 
receive tbe last degree of Patriarchal Odd-fellowsbip. 
Thus far in your progress through the Order, each 
degree has illustrated morals that will, if observed by 
you, give ultimate rest. Here is the Senior Warden, 
let us seek his advice. 

Junior Warden — Senior Warden, I present to you 

Patriarch , who has served as a novitiate on 

the mountains and in the wilderness with the herds, 
has been assailed and has suffered for his religious faith, 
and he now hopes among the Patriarchs to find rest. 

Senior Warden — Rest? Knows he not there is no 
rest but one? That once launched on life's broad 
wilderness, thenceforward all is turmoil even from the 
cradle to the grave? Rest cannot be found on earth. 
Behold the joyous child basking in affection's sun, its 
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careless hours are ea*ch beguiled with some new hope or 
beauty. See, next, the gladsome youth — ^his ardent 
heart, deep filled with young ambition^s fires, is ever 
mounting to some new achievement. Then view man- 
hood^s loftier state, and mark through what immensity 
of danger, toil and strife he struggles on to reach some 
wished-for, though imaginary, goal. Thus it is ever. 
Proud aspiration and never-ending hope lure on man's 
restless spirit, until exhausted nature sinks, and the 
weary body finds repose beneath its kindred earth. 

Junior Warden — Nay, but my friend is sound of 
body and of mind. The world is before him, tempting 
his stern energy; and he has confidence to stem its wild 
and reckless torrent, shunning the rocks and whirlpools 
which have proved the wreck of others' hopes. 

Senior Warden — I am glad to hear of his laudable 
ambition to enter upon the career of life, with a 
determination to avoid the errors that have destroyed 
the hopes and usefulness of others. Animated by such 
a sentiment he will ever have the encouragement of 
good men, and the commendation of his God. What 
assistance, Junior Warden, can we give the brother? 

Junior Warden — The protection of the Patriarchs of 
the Royal Purple Degree. ♦ 

Senior Warden — That being your wish, my brother, 
I will administer to you the obligation of this, the 
highest degree of Patriarchal Odd-fellowship. You 
will place yourself in the attitude in which you were 
initiated, and repeat after me the following obligation. 

Senior Warden — (two raps, calling up the Encamp- 
ment). 

OBLIGATION. 

I, — ^, do solemnly promise, in the presence of 
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the witnesses here assembled, that 1 will never improp- 
erly disclose or make known to any person, by any 
means whatever, any of the signs, passwords or mys- 
teries of the Royal Purple Degree, or those of any other 
of the Patriarchal degrees of the Independent Order of 
Odd-fellows. I also promise to obey all legal sum- 
monses that may be issued by authority of any En- 
campment to which I may belong. I also promise that 
I will not write, print or indite, in any manner or for 
any pnrpose, any of the written or unwritten work or 
mysteries of this degree, or of any other degree which 
1 have received in this Order. For the faithful per- 
formance of all which, I pledge my sacred honor. 

Senior Warden — (one rap, seating the Encampment). 

Senior Warden — You are now an obligated Royal 
Purple Degree member of this Order. I need not add 
more than to call your attention to the moral teachings 
of the preceding degrees. 

Senior Warden — Junior Warden, you will retire with 
the candidate to the ante-room, and prepare him for 
further instructions. 

Junior Warden and candidate retire to the ante-room, where the candidate Is 
blindfolded and a short dark gown placed upon him. 

Part II. 

In part II the official stations may be vacated, excepting the Senior Warden's, 
and that officer can have charge of the Encampment. 
Encampment-room Is prepared, darkened, and order restored. 

Junior Warden — (with candidate at inside door- 
two raps). 

But one candidate at a time can proceed through part II. 

Inside Sentinel — Who comes there ? 

Junior Warden— The Junior Warden, with a friend 
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who wislies to make the journey to the Most Excellent 
High Priest. 

Inside Sentinel — He may enter, but he must bewjire 
of pretended friends. [Candidate is conducted to chair 
of Senior Warden]. 

Junior Warden — Senior Warden, I present to you 
a brother Odd-fellow, who has become an obligated 
Patriarch. He wishes to make the journey to the Most 
Excellent High Priest. 

Senior Warden — Is he aware of the difficulties he 
will meet in the journey before him? 

Junior Warden — He is not; but he is prepared to 
meet them, and he has faith in his ultimate success. 

Senior Warden — Then let him onward. Goon! Be 
that the word — even the countersign. Go on! But 
give him safe guidance and the best protection. I 
should think, Junior Warden, that you are too inex- 
perienced to conduct the brother along the difficult 
pathway of life. 

Junior Warden — There is a Guide near by, who is by 
good habits well qualified to conduct the brother, so as 
to shun all places of vice and men of evil habits. This 
Guide has been a sinful man, but now he is willing by 
industry and example, to make atonement for the 
errors of his past life. 

Senior Warden— Plsice him in charge then, and 
remember the word — Go on. 

Junior Warden — Halloo: Halloo! Guide of the wil- 
derness! 

Guide — Who comes there? 

Junior Warden — A pilgrim awaits you. 

Qnlde approacheB the Senior Warden's chair. 
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Junior Warden (to Senior Warden) — Here comes the 
Guide, who will conduct the brother safely through the 
wilderness. 

Senior Warden — Guide, in taking care of this brother 
you assume a great responsibility. Be sure that you 
warn him of all dangerous places, so that he will be 
benefited by the light of your experience. 

Guide — I will prove to him a faithful companiou. 
Intrusted to me I will conduct him safely. But is he 
prepared for the hard, uncertain fare that awaits him 
by the way? 

Junior Warden — No, except through mere intima- 
tion; but you can advise him as you proceed. 

Guide — Well, be it so. We must take our leave, for 
we have a long and toilsome journey to perform. 

Junior Warden — My friend, give me your hand. 
Here we part, and may never meet again. You have, 
as through life, a rugged journey before you. It is 
beset with difficulties; you must meet them with confi- 
dence and courage. Be not too hasty in forming opin- 
ions against the one having you in charge. Farewell, 
iny brother. [They bid adieu.] 

Guide — ^You are safe jwith me, my friend, though if 
you hear me spoken of, no terms of flattery will be 
used, as you will find. Be cautious now — we are near 
the First Watch, an unerring indication of our onward 
progress. 

First Watch — Hold! How entered you the wilder- 
ness? * 

Guide — Lawfully. 

First Watch — Have you the countersign? . . 

Guide — Yes, or rather my pilgrim has. 
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First Watch — Your pilgrim! Who intrusted him to 
you ? 

Guide — His friend, and he did well. 

First Watch — I have seen such as you before, and 
know you think so; yet many have been led astray on 
this route. But now to talk is profitless. Stranger, 
give me the word. 

Candidate — Go on. 

First Watch — Ay, go on — and beware how you tread. 
The way is encompassed with difficulties. On the one 
hand is a straight and narrow path, presenting a toil- 
some and laborious progress; while on the other 3'^our 
safety is hourly endangered in a broad and expansive 
plain, beautiful to the sight, but abounding with in- 
fections the most poisonous and destructive to human 
happiness. Death, in its most frightful shapes, lurks 
constantly by the wayside. May heaven grant you safe 
deliverance. 

Guide — Come, my pilgrim, you must have confidence; 
be not alarmed by the words of that man. Here the 
pathway is narrow. 

Make this pathway by two poles about waist high, but not close enough to 
make the walk between them unpleasant. 

Guide — We here meet an impediment such as too 
often discourages a timorous spirit. But press on, be 
not dismayed. And now [entering the woods] we seem 
encircled by a wild and dismal thicket. The living 
here is very bad, for^ the traveler is often in want of 
water as well as bread. But here is the Second Watch, 
another index of our progress. 

Second Watch — Stand ! What is your object in en- 
tering this wilderness? 
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Guide — It is decreed that we shall travel through it. 

Second Watch — Have you passed the First Watch? 

Gunde — Yes, he directed us to go on. 

Second Watch — Then I will not detain you, except 
merely to admonish the pilgrim that, as the road grows 
rougher, he be not tempted to seek momentary ease at 
the expense of future pain and sorrow* A single aber- 
ration may tarnish and forever overcast a rash though 
well-meaning spirit. One false step may cost a limb, 
or even life itself. Beware, then, that you plunge not 
down some dark and deep abyss, involving disaster the 
most sad and irreparable. Beware how you proceed. 

Guide — Come, let us go. We can make our way. 
[Pausing.] Yet, how strangely varied are the paths 
before us. [Merriment, seeming to be distant.] Hark! 
Heard you the voice of mirth and revelry? How 
fascinating, how easy of access is the path that leads 
that way. Yet it is beset with dangers. Lust, intem- 
perance, sensuality — vice, in all its odious forms and all 
its horrors, lies deep concealed beneath tempting blan- 
dishments. We must not be deceived. [The clash of 
arms heard at a distance.] There, again! from a differ- 
ent direction come the clang of arms and sQunds of 
deadly strife — a sad display of worldly glory, where 
cruel war tramples meek humanity in the dust. It is 
the stern warrior's sport to gratify the statesman's 
proud ambition. Fame would tempt us on, but we 
must keep aloof, lest we be slain, or, surviving, imbibe 
the same fell spirit of destructioli. No, we will not 
turn aside, either for fleeting pleasures or the soldier's 
honors. They who till the soil or ply the loom and 
hammer are far more happy.. There surely is some 
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good in store for us. We will cross this rugged path 
and see what lies beyond. [Passing the ruins or other 
rough place]. Ah! what is this? It is the ruins of an 
old c^tle where pomp and va&ity once held sway. Can 
we already have come so far? How quick time flies! I 
see by the waning light through the dense forest before 
us that our course lies around a steep declivity, beyond 
which will terminate our pilgrimage. Be careful, and 
not too hasty. . . 

Third Watch — ^Stand! Whence come you? 

Guide — Through the wilderness. 

Third Watch — And passed the Watches? 

Guide — Yes. Informed of our purpose, they bade us 
go on. ^ 

Third Watch — You have done well in arriving at 
this Watch, for ere they get thus far on their journey, 
many sink by the wayside, overcome with diflSculties 
which they cannot surmount. You are now far ad- 
vanced, though some troubles, such as you have passed, 
still appear in the distance. There is yet another 
Watch, whom many have tried in vain to reach. You 
must be careful when you get to the river Jordan. The 
recent rains have raised the water almost to the bridge, 
and you may not be able to cross. The stream there is 
very deep and rapid; be careful, therefore, and follow 
your Guide. While his reputation is said by some to 
be bad, he was never known to be unfaithful to a pil- 
grim placed in his care. Go on — my best wishes attend 
you. 

Guide — Yes, we will go from such a comforter as this; 
but so it is all along this road, and no one can ever 
judge of his treatment till he reach its end, and then, 
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alas! it is too late. Our progress, however, should be 
more calm,. much less exciting, and with our present 
experience, more free from danger. Your eyes are 
covered for your good; all who travel here are blinded; 
they neither see nor know what may befall them. A 
sudden change has come upon the air, indicative of an 
approaching storm. [Thunders.] It is near us, bat 
we have nought to fear. Let us pause beneath this oak 
'tree until the rain is over. How strangely significant, 
for the oak is the symbol of hospitality! [Pause.] We 
will now proceed, for I see in the heavens the bright 
rainbow of promise, reminding us that we are ^ under 
the protection of a covenant-keeping Father, whose 
goodness is effectual to dispel the wretchedness of man. 
. But here we are at the river. It is very high and 
muddy. I am afraid we cannot cross, and it is danger- 
ous for us to stay here at night, as beasts of prey infest 
these woodlands. We must venture to cross on this 
bridge. I will go before you. Hold to the side sup- 
ports, and be careful. Fear not! [They cross the 
bridge.] We are now over the worst of our journey. 
But here is the Fourth Watch. 

Fourth Watch — Hold! How far have you come? 

Guide — Through the wilderness, traveling by night 
as well as by day. 

Fourth Watch — Pilgrim, I congratulate you on having 
journeyed so far with such a Guide. 

Ouide — He that has experienced my care is best qual- 
ified to judge of me. Good or bad, few would desire to 
try the journey over again, even could they endure its 
fatigue. 

Fourth Watch — I merely apprised the pilgrim of the 
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company he is in. I am rejoiced at his arrival, and, if 
admitted to the society of just men, he will find the 
way more pleasant, and the paths more smooth. 

Gruide — I suppose, pilgrim, you think it very strange 
that all these Watches tell you of my bad character. 
You will see that it is prejudice. If a man commits an 
error, some people can neither forgive nor forget it, nor 
consider the beam in their own eyes. This last Watch 
has given me the credit of not neglecting a pilgrim 
placed in my charge, and that is all that you require. 

We must pass on, for night is approaching. 

After walking a few nioments, music is heard in the distance and continues to 
be heard until it dies away to the car. This music may be Instrumental or vocal . 
It should be dignified. 

Guide — Hark! I hear music. How sweet those notes! 
They soothe the heart and fill it with aspirations for 
the eternal home. Let us pause for a while, and learn 
the cause for such a charm iji these solitudes. Oh! I 
see people full of joy coming this way. They are 
harvestersi. They have finished their work, and are 
now keeping their annual festival. We have passed all 
danger, and soon shall be at the end of our journey. 
You have escaped bad company and journeyed safely 
through dangerous places. Ho! here we are at the 
High Priest's tent, and we are safe. 

Guide — Guards of the Tent, I have a pilgrim, who 
desires to see the high Priest. 

First Guard — Most Excellent High Priest, a pilgrim 
has arrived, and desires your blessing. 

High Priest — Present the pilgrim. [He is presented.] 
Restore him to light. [Blindfold is removed.] 

If there be other candidates, the candidate may be seated until the last one 
shall have reached this point; t)ien all will be presented to the High Priest; when 
he will proceed. \ • 
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High Priest — Patriarch, I welcome you to this tem- 
ple of our Order. Your progress hither may have ap- 
peared tedious, but we trust that the lessons you have 
gathered by the way will prove profitable. All human 
excellence is the reward of perseverance, toil, and dan- 
ger, such as we have endeavored to picture to the im- 
agination in the mimic journey of life through which 
you have beeiT conducted — a scene that has not been 
rehearsed for idle amusement, but to awaken rational 
meditation in a mind as mature as yours. The uncer- 
tainties of life are ever present to the understanding of 
considerate men. Literally blindfold, and beset on 
every side with danger and temptation, we struggle 
through this earthly pilgrimage. With desires never 
gratified, we are the subjects of endless toil and care, of 
never-ceasing hope and never-ending disappointment. 
The false and flattering charms, which in the distance 
SO" attract our admiration, disappear the moment they 
are placed within our reach. Frail mortals that we are, 
we know not what a day or an hour may bring forth. 
Encompassed with peril on every side, with the seeds of 
disease implanted in our nature, and the very air we 
breathe impregnated with death, all the promises of life 
are but dust. They .fade as a leaf, and pass as the 
shadow that fleeth away. How essential, then, that we 
should understand our true position, and keep constant- 
ly in view the realities that surround us! How essential 
that we should learn to practice those living and im- 
mortal virtues, which, while they secure ultimate hap- 
piness, contribute so largely to smooth the troubles and 
soften the asperities of life! 

High Priest — Junior Warden, you will retire with 
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candidate, and, after having prepared him, re-enter and 
. present him to the Chief Patriarch for further instruc- 
tions. 

They retire. The room Is restored to order, and the ofScers, In proper cos- 
tume or regalia, resume their respective stations. 

If there be more than one candidate, each, after receiving part II, may reijaaln 
in the room until the last shall have passed through that part, and then retire to 
re-enter with the last candidate for Instruction In part III. 

Part III. 

The door being open, the Junior Warden re-enters with the candidate and pro- 
ceeds to the chair of the Chief Patriarch. 

Junior Warden — By direction of the Most Excellent 

High Priest, I present to you Patriarch for 

further instruction. 

Chief Patriarch — ^Patriarch, in congratulating you on 
your elevation to the highest rank in this Order, it 
would be useless for me to attempt to add a word to the 
moral instructfon which has been already bestowed 
upon you. If this instruction shall have served to im- 
press yoiir mind with a train of moral thought, founded 
in principles the most pure and exalted, our labor will 
not have been in vain, your time will not have been 
wasted, and neither you nor your brethren will have 
cause to regret your connection with our fraternity. 
We earnestly hope that such may be the case, and that, 
as your mind shall advance in the progress of calm in- 
vestigation, it may be continually blessed with a brightei^ 
&nd yet stronger light, until it realizes the fruition of 
all its earthly desires, and the care-worn man shall have 
bowed him down before his God. 

Patriarch, it is now my duty to instruct you in the 
mysteries of this degree. 

In this degree there is an Alarm at the inner door, or 
Entersign, a Password, an Explanation of the Password 
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and Interpretation of the Password, a Check Sign and 
Answer to the Check Sign, and a Grip. 

The Alarm at the inner door is two raps. 

The Password is M. K., to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes when in an Encamp- 
ment or in examination prior io opening. The Explan- 
ation of the Password is K. S. The Interpretation is 
Melchizedek, King of Salem, both given in full, but not 
used for working purposes. 

The Check Sign and Answer are made the same as in 
the former Encampment degrees. 

SIGl^. 

Conceal the last two fingers of the right 
hand in the palm thereof, place the first two 
fingers and thumb together, ends touching, 
and with them draw a line from the left side 
of the brow to the center of the forehead, 
then drop the hand to the side. 

Answer .-^Wiih the left hand arranged 
as in Sign, draw a line from the right side of 
the brow to the center of the forehead, then 
sigrTof K^Tai ^rop the hand to the side. 

Purple Degree. 

GRIP. 

Each Patriarch will grasp 
the index finger of the oth- 
er's right hand, with the 
ball of the thumb across the 
knuckle joint on the back of 
the hand. No shaking hands in making the Grip. 
Chief Patriarch (to candidate) — Desirous of being 
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admitted to an Encampment, you will give at the outer 
door the same Alarm as in the Subordinate Lodge. [One 
rap or ring of the bell]. The Outside Sentinel will 
open the wicket and require of you the Check Password 
of the term [which is given in f uUJ. If correct, he will 
admit you to the ante-room. You will then clothe 
yourself in regalia appropriate to your rank and sta- 
tion, and, after ascertaining from the Outside Sentinel 
that the Encampment is open in the Royfil Purple 
Degree, you will give two raps at the inner door, when 
the Inside Sentinel will open the wicket and obtain' 
from you your name, rank and number of the Encamp- 
ment to which you fcelong, which he will report to the 
Chief Patriarch, who will instruct him to admit you, if 
correct. The wicket is again opened^ when you will be 
required to give the Password of the Royal Purple De- 
gree [lettered]. If correct you will be admitted, and 
will advance to the center of the room and address the 
Chief Patriarch with the Check Sign. The Chief Pa- 
triarch will acknowledge you as a Patriarch with the 
Answer to the Check Sign. You will then turn and 
address the Senior Warden with the Check Sign, who 
will also acknowledge you as a Patriarch with the 
Answer to the Check Sign. You will again turn to the 
chief Patriarch and address him with the Sign of the 
Royal Purple Degree; the Chief Patriarch will give thfe 
proper answer to the Sign. 

On leaving the Encampment before it is closed, you 
will address the Chief Patriarch, only, with the Sign of 
the Royal Purple Degree, and that officer will make the 
Answer to the Sign. You will then obtain from the 
Senior Warden the Password of the evening [which is 
only used in this degree], which must be given to the 
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Inside Sentinel before he will allow you to depart. 
Should you wish to re-enter the Encampment the same 
evening, yon may use the Password of the evening, or 
the Password of this degree, for that purpose. 

Tha Cblet Pstiisrcb ibotildorefnllrliiitrdcttha cuidLdtte In tbD nwchodot 



Chief Patriarch — Junior Warden, conduct the can- 
didate to the Most Eicelleut High Priest for further 
instmction. 

Junior Warden — Most Excellent High Priest, by 
direction of the Chief Patriarch I present to you Patri- 
arch for further instruction. 

Hi^h Priest — Patriarch, I will now' instruct you in 
the signilication of the emblems belonging to the Pa- 
triarchal Order. 

A cbnrt conlBlnlni the embrcnn N pl»c«l atn the HLgh Prtsit, and the Janlor 
Wurilcii will point out to ttiu csndldite eub emblem Ai 11 la being desorlbed. 

THE THREE PILLAKS.'" 

The Three Pillars represent Faith, Hope and Charity; 
but the greatest of these is Charity. Although we may 
possess all other virtues, if we are destitute of charity 
we are but as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal. As symbols the 
Three Pillars direct to an enlighV 
ened faith in Clod, the Father of 
Spirits, the Maker and Preserver of 
the Universe, and impress upon us ' 
the importance of always wearing 
i the mantle of Charity and Brother- 
- ly Love. 
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Tbe patriarchs dwelt in tenta, and esteemed hospital- 
ity as one of the greatest 

of virtues; to them cost- ^sr ^- 

\y mansions were not 
necessary to acts of hu- 
manity. The sympa- 
thizing heart will provide 
the cooling draught and | 
shelter for the stranger 
in the humblest places of abode; without it they can- 
uot be found within palace gates. 

The Pilgrim's Scrip, Sandais nd Staff. — These 
emblems Byrabolize the journey of life. The Scrip to 
contain the food, the Sandals to protect the feet, and 
the Staff to support, the wearied limbs. How much 
more important to make provision for a journey which 
begins in infancy, laats through life, and ends in death; 
for all beyond three ncore years and ten are but labor 
and sorrow. We soon pass away and are gone; and be 
your journey long or short, let it be guided by well- 

Hon in. — "ThbTiht. gmblem of BotiAtalUy:^ibe pimtlar eiaWeta 



"Tlila emblem dlaconnei 'to □• of ttae aDCleot patrtircl 
iMiCnick, and we paae beyond Ibe aweilLng wuen,' - 
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—Orinh'i Manual, p. BtT. 
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regulated indnatry, perseverance in all good works and 
a humble reliance upon God. 

The Altae of Saceificb.— The Altar of Sacrifice 
aymbolizea Faith in God, and obedience to his com- 
mands, and implies that no sacrifice is too great for the 
creature to please the Creator. Self-denial and submis- 
sion are constantly recurring events in a virtuous life, 
and when called upon you should not hesitate to sacri- 
fice comfort and personal gratification upon the altar of 
duty. 

THE TABLES OF STONE,'" CRESCENT AND CB088. 

The Tabl ^ .>f Ston. the Crp'^. ent and the Cross, are 
symbols that 



Odd-fellow Uni- 
versal Tolera- 
tion, In works 
of humanity all 
difi'erences in 
politics, creeds, 
or worship 
should be forgot- 
ten. The Ta- 
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BtES OP Stone, with the moral law written upon 
them, present a common basis of worship and pure 
morality for all mankind. They teach that God is our 
Father, and we are brethren. Let the Golden Rule 
prevail, and whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them. 

THE ALTAR OP INCBNeE.'" 

The Altar of Incense reminds us of the rude altar of 
the patriarchs, and of the simplicity of that true wor- 
ship which the 
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with God. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, aud there rememberest that thy brother hath 
aught against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar 
and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. 

If tbe candidate baa been seated he must now rlae. 

High Priest — Junior Warden, present the candidate 
to the Chief Patriarch. 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, I present to you 
Patriarch . 

Chief Patriarch — Patriarch, the Junior Warden will 
now invest you with a Royal Purple collar, emblematic 
of this degree. 

And now, in the name and by the authority of the 
Independent"* Order of Odd-fellows, I declare you duly 
exalted to the Royal Purple Degree. 

The candidate Is then placed facing the Senior Warden, and the Encampment 
Is called up by two raps. 

Chief Pa^WarcA— Patriarchs, I now introduce and 

commend to you Patriarch as a member of 

the Patriarchal family. 

An ode may be sung. 

The members may advance and greet the Patriarch, after which the Encamp- 
ment Is seated, and the regular business proceeded with. 



Nont 114. — **The organic law of this body does not contain the seeds of Its 
own dissolution. It has power, If need be, to act directly on Individual Odd- 
fellows In the various States of the Union. It Is legally as Indestructible as the 
government of the United ^iviie^ .''—JourMA of Proceedit^s Sovereign Grand 
Lodge, iSeeHon of im), p. 8iil5. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Royal PuBPLE, or Third Ei^cAMPMEiirT Degree. 

CLOSING CEREMOi^^IES."* 

The opening and closing ceremonies in tbe three Encampment Degrees are 
substantially the same, but the final closing ceremonies of an Encampment must 
be in this degree. 

Chief Patriarch (two raps, all rise) — The officers and 
Patriarchal will rise while our Junior Warden closes the 
Encampment in the Royal Purple Degree. Officers and 
Patriarchs, be attentive while our Most Excellent High 
Priest offers a prayer. 

The Chief Patriarch should remain In his place in closing the Encampment, and 
the Senior Warden In his place, unless, In consequence of the want of numbers, 
it is necessary for the Senior Warden to close In. The chain is formed (the link 
being made with the second finger) by all present, standing, Including the Chief 
Patriarch and Senior Warden: the Junior Warden to the right of the Chief Pa- 
triarch, and the High Priest in the center of the ring. 

PRAYER. 

Father of all mercy, God of love, we beseech thee, of 
thy great goodness, to defend us from the perils and 
dangers of this night. Let thy blessing rest upon us; 



Note 115.— ** The Encampment opens, and closes finally, in its highest degree, 
as it transacts all Its business In that degree only. It opens and closes in each 
degree (with peculiar ceremonies) which it confers during each session.**— 
Cfrosh's Manual, p. 256. 
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and may all our works — begun, continued and ended— 
redound to thy glory and th^ happiness of all mankiiii 
Amen.J 

After prayer an ode maj be Buug. 

Junior Warden — By order of the Chief Patriarch, I 
proclaim this Encampment closed in the Royal Purple 
Degree. [The* chain is then broken without shaking 
arms.] 

The game form of proclamation for opening and closing adapted to each degree, 
iB used in changing from one to another for the purpose of conferring tbe degrees. 



ANALYSIS ROYAL PURPLE DEGREE. 

The Stock In Trade of Secret Orders— Toggery of This Degree— Bough Usage of 
the Candidate— A ** Mimic Joprneyof Life"— The Bible Picture of Life's 
Journey— Odd-fellowship Mimics It— The Coincidence Between Ancient and 
Modern Mysteries Not FortultoQ»— The Kappa Alpha Society's Murder of 
Mortimer D.L^^tt During Initiation at Cornell University— The Devil's Mill 
Yet Grinding There— The Puppy Secret Societies at Yale College— Grim Trav- 
esties of Real Bellglous Experiences— How Belated to Christianity — Secretlsm 
and Christianity Antagonists to the Death — Ancient and Modem Mysteries 
Claim Identity— They All Celebrated the Death and Besurrectlon of Some 
Hero or God— All Promised Salvation — Paul's Intelligent Opinion Concerning 
Them— Secret Orders Like Polyps— Their Object— Origin of the Oracle of 
Apollo at Delphi— Inspired by Sulphurous Gas from a Cavern — Satanic Aid 
Also — ^Bich Presents the Price of Besponses— The Oracle at Trophonius Cave 
— AUMade Subservient to Political Ends, as Now — Gk>d*s Utterances About Se- 
cretlsm — Some Ignorance or Knavery on the Part of Masonic Authors — No 
Cheat can be Perpetual. 

The secret orders have exhausted the vocabulary of 
kingcraft and priestcraft, which have scourged our race 
for six thousand years and still scourge it. And, during 
all that time, regalia, mock mysteries and sounding 
titles have been their stock in trade and tools of incan- 
tation. 

This Royal Purple Degree ends the present sorcery 
of Odd-fellowship, amid purple gowns, yellow belts, 
black turbans and white surplices, with mitres and 
breastplates. (See rittcal, p, 203,) And in this, as in 
preceding degrees, " special " warning is given against 
"rough usage'' of the candidate, which shows the 
whole thing to be a religious horse-play. But one 
ground idea underlies and runs through the whole. It 



926 A MIMIC JOUBNEY THROUGH LIFE TO HEAVEN. 

is a misletoe on the tree of life; a travesty and degrad- 
ing caricature of God^s system and Christ ^s way to« 
heaven. The professed purpose and intent of this de- 
gree, as given by the contrivers (ritual, p. 214), is " a. 
mimic journey of life." 

Now the Bible picture of the Christianas life-journey 
is to " run with patience," " through much tribulation," 
" looking to Jesus," " by whom we have access " to the 
infinite and eternal God. 

Christ existed " before the foundation of the world," 
and has, ever since, been the " Wr^y " for a man out of 
the trouble and guilt of sin into the rest and holiness 
of heaven. This crowning "royal purple degree" 
mimics or burlesques this " way '* in God's eternal sys- 
tem of redemption. Thus: The candidate goes blind- 
fold, looking on nothing, instead of Christ. The " tribu- 
lation " is " mimicked " by leading him over " stones, 
pieces of wood, stumps, limbs of trees or brushwood."" 
(See ritualfp. 203,) But the guide of the poor simple-^ 
ton is forbidden " all fast walking, rushing or rough 
usage of the candidate." This is the devil's mimicry of 
Christ's ** strait and thorny road" through a world 
which sin has made o^e of suflfering. 

And when the candidate has been badgered and bam- 
boozled over the "stones, brush, stumps," etc., in the 
night, across a "bridge two feet wide, with rough poles 
as railings," over a swollen stream, amid home-made 
" thunder " and other frights, he is brought by the guide 
into the Odd-fellows' mimic heaven, his ears filled with 
sweet music, and he is told that he is among " people 
full of joy r— Ritual, p, 213. 

It is not a happen-so that, from the old Egyptian and 
Greek Mysteries down through Freemasonry and Odd- 
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fellowship to little secret college clubs, this " mimicry " 
of the struggle with sin and sorrow through to peace 
with God is kept up. ** Our rites," says Grosh, *' begin 
in gloom and end in joy." And in this he says Odd- 
fellowship is a copy of all secret religious orders. 

The students of Cornell University, N. Y., bound 
young Mortimer D. Leggett's hands behind him, at 
midnight, and ran him up and down a bluflf six miles 
out of Utica, N. Y., and when wearied and bruised with 
'' rough usage," pulled off his blinder to make him, at 
midnight, look down the bluff (by measure) forty feet, 
where they had i)repared an artificial hell, whose flames 
were Chinese lanterns, and its devils students in horned 
masques! They intended, after giving him a devil's 
"broken heart," to lead him to " mimic" "joys of sal- 
vation " in nightly revelry and debauch; but, being too 
drunk to carry out the programme, they let him fall 
down the bluff and broke his neck. And when the poor 
boy was dying — when the dimness of death was coming 
over him — he thought they were putting on the hood- 
wink, and begged piteously, " Don't! Take it off ! Do 
take it off !" The coroner's inquest revealed these facts 
to President White and his Faculty, but the literal mills 
of hoU still grind on in Cornell University, and others. 
Similar, if not worse, " initiations " are practiced in 
Yale College. A New Haven daily told the public that, 
at one of these initiations into a Greek-letter fraterni- 
ty, one student had his arm broken by " rough usage," 
and several others were so bruised that they had to be 
taken home in a carriage after the savage handling and 
night of debauch. 

Now remember that these grim travesties of " sorrow 
for sin " and " rest to the soul " in Christ all have re- 
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ligious oaths or obligations, and the leading orders have 
"priests," "altars" and *' prayers," and it requires 
neither profound learning nor philosophy to understand 
the teachings of the Bible that these devil worships 
stand related to Christianity exactly as whoredom does 
to marriage; at once a substitute for, a caricature of, 
and a contempt for it; and that, in the words of the poet 
Burns, who knew — 

** Ob, It taftrdena all within 
And petTlflei the feeling!** 

The religion of the Bible is a religion that makes 
men better; that transforms sinners into saints; while 
its counterfeits, tfle world over, propose to take unre- 
pentant sinners to heaven; and we find the laws of 
Odd-fellowship consistent with this fact. 

Although Grosh tells us (Manual, p. 90), " What 
regeneration by the word of truth is in religion, initia- 
tion is in Odd-fellowship," we find that by the laws of 
Odd-fellowship infidels cannot be excluded from mem- 
bership in > the Order. Article 1095, White's Digest, 
reads as follows: 

" Infidels.— To the question ' Can a State Grand 
Lodgfe legally approve a by-law of a Subordinate which 
provides that " Infidels shall not be proposed as mem- 
bers," ' the Grand Lodge of the United States answers: 
' Since no peculiar religious views which do not aflFect 
the belief of the person asking admission into the 
Order ' in a Supreme Being, the Creator and Preserver 
of the Universe,' can disqualify him for membership^ 
neither can these views be allowed to interfere with the 
privilege of members in respect to propositions/or sAr 
mission."— i8i9, Journal, 1503, 1513, 

Article 1094, same book, is still more conclusive, and 
covers the whole subjec^^: 



ODD-FELLOWSHIP NOT A TEMPEBAKCB ORDEE. 229 

" No Peculiarities of Ebligious Belief or practice 
are requisite to admission into the Order, and none 
disqualify."— i848, Journal, 1198, 1246. 

Nor is the morality enforced by this profe33edly soul- 
saving religion any better than its infidel creed. 
Article 975 of Whitens Digest reads as follows: 

"Temperance a Cardinal Principle; Total Absti- 
nence Not Enforced. — Lodges cannot abridge the 
liberties of the citizen, nor dictate to him what he shall 
eat or what he shall drink. All good Odd-fellows despise 
as such the abuse of intoxicating drinks, and in their 'war 
against yice ' they look upon drunkenness as incompat- 
ible with every principle of the Order. But neither 
will the laws nor the principles of Odd-fellowship 
descend to the restriction or regulation of the beverage 
of its members. 

^*'Wh.i\e temperance h a cardinal principle of the Order 
and must be observed, they will not attempt to enforce 
total abstinence^ a principle never intended by the 
framers to be ingrafted upon our Order."-y-i849^ Jour- 
nal, 1504, 1513. 

The next article (976), Simie book, is as follows: 

" Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors. — On a petition 
being presented to the Grand Lodge of the United 
States to enact a law allowing State Grand Bodies to 
prohibit members of Subordinates under their respec- 
tive jurisdictions from, engaging in the traffic in intoxi- 
cating liquors, it was decided that it is ^ contrary to the 
spirit and policy of our institution to pass any law on 
the subject referred to, creating a new test of member- 
ship in the Order."— i8Z0, Journal, 4836, 4869. 

These last two quotations form also a most conclusive 
rebuttal of the frequent and loud-mouthed claims of the 
institution as a " temperance " order. 

If the analysis and notes of this volume are carefully 
and prayerfully read, no honest, intelligent reader will 
fail to see that, in the words of the learned Cudwortli, 
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as before quoted, " there are two kingdoms or polities in 
this world in perpetual conflict — the kingdoms of light 
and of darkness"; and that Christ's kingdom of supreme 
love to God and equal love to man can never come on 
earth till these accursed dens of organized darkness and 
.deism are disfellowshiped and driven from the Church 
of the Living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 

Now Mackey and Grosh, the highest living authori- 
ties on the point, both boast the moral identity of the 
old Mysteries with Freemasonry and Odd-fellowship. 
'^ They both," says Mackey, " emanated from one com- 
mon source." (Lexicon, p, 320.) Let us see a little 
what these mysteries were. And 

1st. They all had a counterfeit of the death and resur- 
rection of Christ. Says Mackey (Lexicon, p. 315) 
" In all these various mysteries we find a singular unity 
of design, clearly indicating a common origin." " They 
celebrated the death and the resurrection of some cher- 
ished being, the object of either esteem as a hero, or of 
devotion as a god." He is speaking of Egyptian, Per- 
sian,6reek, Roman, Scandinavian, Druidical, Gothic and 
Celtic mysteries. 

2d. And they all promised heaven or salvatio7i. (Lex- 
icon, p, 321.) " Cicero tells us, that in the mysteries of 
Ceres at Eleusis, the initiated were taught to live hap- 
pily and to die in the hope of a blessed futurity." The 
same promises are, over and again, made to Odd-fellows 
and also to Masons, whose well-known death and resur- 
rection of Hiram Abiff is Satan's caricature of Christ's 
death and resurrection. 

3d. The Apostle Paul, who was well-read in all these 
Mysteries, denounces them as *' unfruitful works of 
darkness," as " idolatry," and, in his terse and terrible 
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words, their cup is " the cup of devils," and their table 
" the table of devils." (See I Cor., 10th chap,) And 
he commands Christians to " have no fellowship " with 
them. (Eph.5:ll,12.) 

The ancient mysteries, too, like the modem, were all 
the time sending off shoots and starting new centers. 
And as every slice cut off from the Polyp becomes a 
new animal, so of these mysteries, ancient and modern 
alike; every offshoot, and even every new degree of an 
offshoot, becomes a perfect secret order, putting the in- 
itiate through from gloom to gaiety, from fear to fun 
and frolic, from awe and terror to joy and jollification. 
In short, the object is to produce in ^the initiate^ as 
nearly as possible, feelings like those produced by the 
Holy Spirit's correction of sin and joys of pardon, and 
thus give him a devil's regeneration, in which Satan 
officiates as the Holy Ghost. 

The oracle of Apollo at Delphi, according to Diodo- 
rus Siculus, (B. C. 16) originated thus: 

" Upon Mt. Parnassus there was a deep cavern, with 
a small, narrow mouth; to which when any goats ap- 
proached, they began to leap after an unusual and antic 
manner, uttering strange and unheard-of sounds." 

" The goatherd, observing this, went himself to view 
the cavern, whereupon he also was seized with a like fit 
of madness, leaping and dancing, and foretelling future 
events." 

A temple was erected over that jet of exhilarating 
gas, and the priestess was inspired by it. ** Whoever," 
says Archbishop Potter, " went to consult the oracle 
was required to make large presents to the god; whereby 
it came to pass that this temple, in riches, splendor and 
magnificence, was superior to almost all others in the 
world." The priestess, called the Pythoness, like the 
damsel in Acts 16: 16 who '' brought her masters much 



S3S STIFLED IK WICKEDKESS. 

gain by soothsayingj^^ was doubtless aided by the god 
of all Qentile worships, to deceive and delude the then 
most enlightened people on earth. The imposture took, 
and when its reputation was established kings poured 
their wealth into its exchequer for the sake of its polit- 
ical influence, and the multitude paid dues for initiation 
and degrees. 

The worshiper at Trophonius Cave went through 
preparatory ceremonies, lasting several days, offering 
many sacrifices, which, of course, enriched the shrine; 
then he was taken out by night and washed in a river, 
etc., etc. These oracles were made subservient to poli- 
tics. The Council of the Amphictyons met at Delphi 
alternately, and its decisions were influenced by the 
purchased responses of the priestess, as the vote of 
Masons and Odd-fellows is by the sham religion of the 
lodge. 

It was in abhorrence of this secret cave-worship that* 
God declared '' / have not spoken in secret, in a dark 
place of the earth." (Isa, 46:19.) So the words of 
Christ, " In secret have I said nothing," (John 18:20) 
condemned the mystic religions of his day, wkose filth- 
iness, Paul said, was too shameful to be spoken of. 
and which he commanded Christians to disfellowship. 
And yet Masonic and Odd-fellowship writers, either in 
their own ignorance or relying on the ignorance of 
their members, boast the moral sameness of those 
ancient abominations with their lodges as if it were an 
honor! 

No cheat can be perpetual. The moral meanness of 
its results soon condemns it; hence those old mysteries, 
as ours do, kept shifting their shapes and trundling 
from one folly and wickedness until they finally sunk 
with the nations they had debauched. 



CHAPTER XVI, 

Bebekah, OB Ladies^ Deqbee. 

HISTOBY OF THE DEGREE. 

The Degree of Bebekah was originated by Schuyler 
Colfax, of South Bend, Indiana, and was authorized by 
the Grand Lodge of the United States in September, 
1851. The eommittee appointed by the Grand Sire to 
prepare it was Sbhuyler Colfax, of Indiana, William T. 
Martin, of Mississippi, and E. G. Steele, of Tennessee. 
The degree went into operation January 1, 1852. 

OBJECTS OF THE DEGEEE. 

Mr. Colfax,^in Donaldson^s Pocket Text Book, p. 410, 
gives the following reasons for the establishment of 
this degree: 

*.^ 1. It will tend to increase the»resources of Subordi- 
nate Lodges by the advance of members in the degrees. 
It affords an additional incentive"* for brethren, and an 
additional argument f(»r those allied to them, to induce 
them to progress upward in the Order. 



KOTX 116.— ** The Degree of Bebekah la conferred without charge, In a Sab* 
(ordinate Lodge, on the wives of fifth -degree members (and widows whose husbands 
died In good standing). In the presence of their husbands or proper guardians. 
No dues or benefits are attached, but it brings them Into closer relations to the 
Order, and enables them to make themselves known to Scarlet members when 
needing aid or protection.*'— Or oak^ 8 Manual, p. 76. 
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" 2. It. will complete the present imperfect system in 
force in most of the jurisdictions by which wives' and 
widows' cards are now authorized. 

" 3. It will lessen and ultimately destroy the preju- 
dice felt against the Order by many of the fairer sex in 
various portions of the Union; and which, undeniably, 
often tends to prevent accessions of members in Sub- 
ordinate Lodges. 

"4. It can be made to assist Odd-fellowship in pe- 
culiar cases of brothers' sickness. In many such tl^ 
kindly nursing of woman is needed far more than the 
assiduous and constant attendance of man, for she was 
formed to minister at the couch of affliction; and in the 
watching which our laws so strictly provide for, we 
only strive to compel the observance of what is, in her, 
instinct — ^the promptings of nature, the impulse of the 
heart." 

QUALIFICATI0K8*" FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE LADIES' 

DEGREE. ^ 

*^ The Degree of Rebekah is an honorary degree, to 
be conferred on such Scarlet members and their wives 
as may desire to receive it. * * ' * And it may be 
conferred upon the widows of Odd-fellows who were in 
good standing at the time of their death, upon applica- 
tion therefor in open lodge — ^they being accompanied 



Note 117.^** Besolved^ That tax unmarried daughter of an Odd-fellow of the 
Fifth Degree who has attained the age of eighteen years, and whose parents are 
dead, may he admitted to memhershlp in a lodge of the Degree of Bebekah when 
proposed by the Noble (i^rand of the lodge of which her father was a member at 
the time of his death, or by a- member of a lodge of the Degree of Rebekah, 
when furnished with a certificate from the Subordinate Lodge of which the 
father was a member, that he had attained the Scarlet Degree and was In good 
standing at the time of his ^e&th."— Journal of Proceedings Sovereign Cfrand 
Lodge, Session of 1880, p. 8477. 



OPENIKG OEBSMOKIES. 83^ 

• 

by other ladies who have received or are to receive the 
degree." — Grosh's Pocket Maniial,^. 326. . 

Donaldson's Pocket Text Booksays in a note, p. 414: 
" The Degree of Rebekah is an hoaorary degree to be 
conferred under the regulations adopted by the Qrand 
Lodge of the United States upon such Scarlet members 
and their wives as may desire to receive, it; but the 
officers of all lodges which are in possession of the work 
ought to be in regular possession of the degree, upon 
the same principle that they are required to assume 
other obligations belonging to their offieial stations. 
The Annual Password of the Ladies'Degree should be 
given at the outer door, and the lodge may aing any 
part of the odes at the time that ladies are introducfid 
by the Conductor. 

Widows (of brothers in good standing who may have 
deceased after the adoption of the. degree, September 
20» 1851), if they still remain widows, may receive this 
degree in the lodge of which their husbands werfe mem- 
bers, by the assent of the lodge, and providing that 
other ladies with their husbands are also present for the 
purpose of initiation in the degree.-r-Decisions bi tie 
G. L, of the U. S., Session of 1»52." 

MALE MEMBERS OF THE LADIEs' LODGE. * 

It is the privilege of every mepiber of the Scarlet 
Degree, in good standing, to have the Degree of Re- 
bekah conferred upon him if Ji^ shall desire it, but it 
canpnly be conferred at a special meeting called fpr 
that purpose. The brother reqeiviug it is no^ required 
to give previous notice to the Initiatory Lodge of hi^ 
intention to take the degree, but, if present at such a 
meeting as is above described, whether it be of his own 
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or any other lodge, he may receive the degree, on 
assuming the obligation attached to it. 

In the absence of applications to have the degree con- 
ferred npon ladies, the members of a lodge can have a 
special meeting called for the purpose of having the 
degree conferred upon such of themselves as are quali- 
fied to receive it.^ — InstrtMiions of Grand Sire^ Grand 
Lodge U. 8., dated January 27, 1852. 

SISTERS SUFVEB FOB THEIB HUSBAiq^DS^ SHORTCOMINGS. 

^^ As the ^Daughter's^ standing depends on her hus- 
band's, it is her interest (and her right) to know that 
he is ^ free from all charges/ moral and pecuniary, that 
she may retain her ^ good standing ' and the benefits and 
advantages accruing to her family through his connec- 
tion with the Order." — ChrosKs Manual, p. 165. 

THE REBEKAH DEGREE NOT GENUINE ODD-FELLOWSHIP. 

" No business whatever, except that of conferring, 
can be done in the Degree of Rebekah. The prelim- 
inaries must all be settled in the Subordinate Lodge. 
TVe particularly ^make this statement, because an 
erroneous impression has prevailed that ^ women are to 
,be introduced to the lodges!'" — Donaldson's O.-F. 
Pocket Text Book^ p. 413. 

" The simple truth is this: Woman is not entitled to 
and seeks not a place among us. Our institution was 
originally intended and framed exclusively for men, and 
the various modifications it has undergone have not 
adapted it to the other sex. They could not, with pro- 
priety, in conformity with the usages of the world, 

*From this It Is plain tbat nine-tentbs of the members of a Ladies' Lodge may 
he men. 
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take part in our priyate assemblages, without exposing 
themselves to the censonousness of the age." — Donald- 
son's O.-F. Text Book, p. 416. 

Same book, page 418: "/i^ is a secret society for gen- 
tlemen only.^'^ 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Rebekah, or Ladies Degree. 

opening ceremonies. 

Noble Grand — (one rap, calling to order). 

Noble Grand (to the lodge) — OflS.cers and members, 
we have assembled for the purpose of transacting bus- 
iness in the degree of Rebekah, and in this^ as in all 
other degrees of the Order, we are enjoined to keep n- 
violate our secret work, and see that no unworthy per- 
son is allowed to be present at the performance of our 
sacred rites. Therefore, those who are not entitled to a 
seat with us in this degree, are kindly requested to re- 
tire to the ante-room. The Guardian will close the 
door, and the Warden will prove those present accord- 
ing to our laws and usages. 

Warden examines all present and reports. 

Noble Grand — Inside Guardian, what is your duty? 

Inside Guardian — To see that none but the qualijSed 
are allowed to enter, and permit all members to pass 
out on the order of the proper officer. 

Noble Grand — Conductor, what are the duties of your 
office? 

Conductor — To conduct candidates through the mys- 
teries of the degree, and to assist the Warden in the 
duties of his office. 
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Nohle Grand — Warden, what is your duty ? 

Warden — To see that the room is neat and in order, 
that tnembers may be comfortable and spend a pleasant 
as well as a profitable evening whenever they meet 
together. 

Nohh Grand — Secretary, what is youj duty? 

Secretary — To keep accurate minutes of all transac- 
tions and business of the lodge when open in this 
degree. 

Nohle Grand — Vice Grand, what are the duties of 
your station? 

Vice Grand — To oiBciate in my station and for the 
Noble Grand in his absence, and to give- my assistance 
in the performance of the business of the lodge. 

Nohle Grand — W^thy Chaplain, what are the gen- 
eral duties prescribed for our members? 

Chaplain — To live peaceably with all men — to do 
good unto all men as we have opportunity, and 
especially to obey the Golden Rule: " As ye would that 
others should do unto you, do ye even so to them." 

Nohle Grand (to the lodge)— Such are the duties — see 
ye that they are duly performed. 

Nohle Grand — (three raps, all rise). 

Nohle Grand — The members will sing the opening 
ode. 

OPENIKG ODE. 

Brethren of our mystic Union — 

Sisters of our social Band — 
Here In peaceful, pure communion, j 

We at Fbisndship's altar stand. 

Love unfurls her banner o'er us — 

Tbxtth will guide us on our way-- 
Faith Illume the path before us^ 

HoPK a future bright display. 
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-^ 
Chabitt lliat f alleth never— 

Fall to worship at her shrine: 

Here we bow and pledge foreyer 

Labor in her canse dlTlne. 

When (he clonds of sin and sadness 

Shroud in gloom the weary headi 
There, In peace and Joy and gladness. 

Shall the light of Leys be shed. 

NMe Grrand — Worthy Chaplam, will you invoke the 
blessings of the Supreme Ruler of the Uniyerse upon 
our convocation ? 

The Chaplain offers prayer. 

Noble Grand — Warden, you will proclaim this lodge 
duly opened. 

Warden — By order of the Noble Grand I proclaim 
this lodge open in the Degree of Rebekah for the trans- 
action of any business that may^be legally brought 
before it. 

Noble Grrand — Officers and members so be it. 

Members — So be it! 

Noble Orand — (one rap, all are seated). 



I. 






CHAPTER XVllI. 

Eebekah, or Ladies^ Degree. 

INITIATipK. 

Tbe lodge being regalarly opened fn this degree, with the officers and snch 
brethren of the Degree of Truth as see fit to attend clothed In full regalia, the 
Warden examines the brethren In the Password of this degree, and if any» 
brother of the Degree of Truth present Is found wanting, he Is required to take 
the obligation of this degree before Instructing him therein or permitting him to 
remain . 

Upon the Inside Guardian announcing the ladles as waiting admission in the 
ante-room, the Noble Grand calls the lodge up, and directs the Conductor to 
introduce them (after they have removed their bonnets and shawls) to the hall, 
entering with one rap, which is the usual alarm of this degree. After passing 
once around tho hall, two by two, the brethren remaining standing, the Con- 
ductor preaentsthem to the Vice Grand, which officer seats the lodge. 

Condtictor — Worthy Vice Grand, I present to you 
these ladies, who are desirous of obtaining the privileges 
and honors of a degree that will enable them more 
fully to co-operate in the work of our beloved Order. 

ViciR Grand — Ladies, are you desirous to unite in this 
degree of Odd-fellowship with those who have devoted 
themselves through life to death — ^in sunshine and in 
storm — through good or evil report — to visit the sick, 
relieve the distressed, bury the dead, and protect and 
educate the orphan? 

Conductor (for ladies) — We are! [The ladies also bow 
assent]. 

Vice Grand — Such is the response of true, heroic 



S42 REBEKAH d:E0BEE. 

woman, for these are duties to which your sex have 
ever been the most faithful. But in Holy Writ, where 
these tender duties are taught us, it also declares, nay, 
more, commands, " when thou doest thine alms, let not 
thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth." Can 
you perform these duties thus? 

Conductor — We can. 

Vice Grand — Ah! but will you? . Will you devote 
yourselves to this work in our way? Will you silently 
do good, as good ought always to.be performed, and, in 
spite of envyings or calumny, keep your charities and 
your labors of love secret from the selfish world? Will 
you pursue the thorny pathway that we have trod, 
where the slanders of prejudice and bigotrj^. assail on 
every side, still doing good for its own sake alone — r^ 
turning kindness for hostility — and ever striving, quiet- 
ly and unboastingly, to mitigate the vast amount of 
suffering and pain in our world? 

Conductor— Vf e will, 

Vice Grand — You must be warned before you pro- 
ceed. We seek to impose on you no obligation that in 
after life you may regret. No reluctaht vows are asked 
for here. Pause, therefore, for you m^y not think— 
you cannot realize how difficult is the duty you are, in 
common with us, about to assume. It is a constant 
war with selfishness, unaided by ef en human praise, for 
which alone so many toils are daily undertaken. Our 
law is, "let thy worfcs of duty be secret, and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward the openly." 
Behold in that law the only recompense you cto hope 
for — ^the only praise to which you can aspire. We 
Jj^ve none other jbp offer. Still more. Consider the 
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sacrifice implied in that second great commandment — 
" Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," You are 
yet free. Pause, then, before you consent to take upon 
yourselves obligations that will bind you, as they have 
bound us before you, to duties like these. Pause and 
reflect — ^f or it may happen that you shall be called upon 
to give up the pleasures of life to minister at the couch 
of suffering — ^you may be summoned from the whirl of 
gaiety to* stand, with brethren and with sisters, at abed- 
side of anguish — you may be asked to forego the 
pleasures of some social evening circle to watch through 
the long vigils of night the struggle between Life and 
Death, and to pour oil, if possible, into the expiring 
lamp of Life. 

Vice Grandr— Worthy Guardian, unbolt the door, and 
let it open for any lady who desires to retire. 

Inside Guardian — I will, Worthy Vice Grand. 

Vice Grand (to Conductor, after a pause) — What! 
not one left us? Oh! how firm is woman in the cause 
of sorrow and humanity ! How often has she trodden 
the wine-press of bitterness to share the woes of him 
who, with her, toils through the rugged pathways 
of life ! How quick is she to fly to relieve, when she 
hears the wail of the heart-broken, or the moan of the 
destitute! And it is not strange, therefore, that when 
suspicion and bigotry, selfishness and contempt, leagued 
together to stifle our existence and crush o\ir Order, the 
bright eye of woman cheered us in our labor of love. 
Some few, indeed, joined those Pharisees, who declared 
that no good thing could come out of our Nazareth. 
But woman, as a sex, true to herself, her instincts and 
her impulses, smiled upon our labors, rejoiced as we 
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prospered, defended our principles and honored our 
name. Grateful for her thus becoming a shield toward 
oflF all attacks, we have established this degree, as a 
testimonial that the confidence thus reposed in us is 
most cordially and heartily reciprocated. While con- 
ferring it upon^ her, we not only honor and confide in 
the sex as we should, but we also realize a long-cherished 
plan of an organized co-operation with us in visiting 
the sick — relieving the distressed — and protecting tbe 
orphan. 

Before, however, imparting the secrets of this degree 
to you, it is your duty to take a solemn obligation with 
us, both to impress on your mind and conscience* the 
humane duties of our Order, and also to rivet on your 
remembrance the deep importance of strictly guarding 
the tests of your degree, that you may, while enabled 
^ by them to recognize a brother or sister of this degree, 
also protect yourselves and us from imposition and 
deceit. 

With this explanation of our object in asking you to 
pledge to us, and to each other, your word of honor (for 
no further bond do we ask) are you willing to enter into 
an obligation with us? 

Candidates — We are! 

The Vice Grand will then call the husbands of the candidates forward, who, 
with the ladles, will place their right hands on the Bible, which Is to be open at 
the 15th chapter of Exodus, and the ladles will each repeat the following obliga^ 
tlon — the lodge standing: 

OBLIGATION. 

I, , in the presence of the members of the 

Independent Order of Odd-fellows of Lodge No. 

, of the State of , do most solemnly promise 

that I will never reveal to any one this degree, or the 
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Passwords, Signs, Countersign and Token belonging to 
it, and now about to be entrusted to me, except to a 
member of this degree of Odd-fellowsiiip, whom I may 
find, on due trial, to be equally in possession of them, 
or when in the discharge of official duties within the 
lodge; and to all due secrecy in this respect I hereby 
pledge my sacred word of honor, without any mental 
reservation whatever, and with a full determination to 

f (reserve my plighted fafth inviolate until the end of 
ife. 

Vice Grand — Conductor, you will now present these 
sisters to the Noble Grand for the necessary instruc- 
tions. 
Conductor — I will, worthy Vice Grand. 
Vice Grand — {one rap, seating the lodge). 

Tbe Conduelor will then proceed with lartlea to IBB Noble Orand-a chslr. 

Conductor — Noble Grand, I have the pleasure of pre- 
senting to you these ladies, wives of enterprising 
brothers of our Order, for further instruction in the 
work of this degree. They have passed honorably 
through all our ordeals, and have pledged to our worthy 
Vice Grand their sacred honor never to reveal the 
secrets now about to be intrusted to their keeping. 

N<^le Grand — Reposing confidence, ladies, in your 
plighted faith, I now proceed to give you such instruc- 
tions as appertain to this degree, and as will also enable 
you to know a brother or sister who 
has received it. 

1st. The Peemahemt Passwobd. — 
Miriam 

3d The Test oh Thial Sion for 
A SisTEE —Close the thumb and little 
finger of right hand and place the 
three open fingers, spread out, on any- 
thing except your own person. 
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3cl. The Countersigk or Brother's 
Answer. — Close all but index finger of 
right hand over thumb; raise hand and 
put ball of index finger on side of nose, 
about an inch above the end. [This is 
also the salute to the " Chair " given by 
both brothers and sisters on entering a 
lodge of this degree. Brothers recognize 
each other in this degree by the same 
sign, but it is seldom used for that pur- 
pose.] 

Salute to Officers 
and 13ro8.' Sign. 

Let me state to you distinctly and emphatically that 
these signs are never to be idly used, merely for pleas- 
ure or curiosity. They are intended for useful pur- 
poses only; and though you are at liberty to practice 
them in the secret privacy, with others whom you may 
know, OF YOUR OWK knowledge, to have i-eceived them 
legally, you are not allowed to use them at home or 
abroad, without some practical, useful end in view. In 
times of distress, or peril, or difficulty, you are not only 
at liberty to use them, but are also instructed to do so. 

4th. The Akj^ual Password of this degree for the 

present year is . [Manoah^ or whatever has been 

appointed for the year by the Sovereign Grand Lodge.] 

The last word is intended as a further proof test, not 
only of membership, but also, and specially, of good 
standing. It is, therefore, changed annually by the 
Right Worthy Grand Lodge of the United States, and 
goes into operation on the 1st of January of each year. 
You will all receive new Annual Passwords from your 
husbands, who alone can instruct you therein hereafter; 
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and you will, therefore, see the importance of the exer- 
cise of your influence with him, that he shall preserve 
his good standing iiL the lodge, morally as well as 
pecuniarily; as if either is forfeited your rights, which 
are dependent on hi&, will be lost with them. This 
Annual Password is used as a test thus : After having 
received some sign, which would seem to indicate mem- 
' bership in this decree, you are at liberty to ask her or 
him for the Password, and upon being answered, " com- 
nience yourself," yo^ will commence with the la^t letter 
of the word. This is, replied to by the person you 
challenge with the jir^t letter of the, word, *nd you 
then respond with the middle or any of the middle 
letters, to be replied to, '' even so." The Password is 
n^t'^r to be given in full under any circumstances what- 
ever — ifiever te be wtitten — never even to' be spoken as 
a wordj except in giving instructions as in the present 
case; and especially no experiments are to be tried 
with it for the mere sake of experiment, without some 
useful or friendly purpose in view. 

The Koble Grand of the lodge with which your hus- 
bands are connected will communicate the Annual 
Password to you in case of their accidental absence, 
or, if they phould be deceased, the same officer will 
continue to place you in posession of it so long as you 
remain widows of Odd-fellows.. 

The Noble praad sbonld practice the Ia,dle8 in tbla, and then prore them In the 
signs, etc. 

Ndbte Grand (resuming) — Our sisters can now be 
seated, fronting this chair. 

Nohle Grand — He who reads the page of Holy Writ 
intelligently often finds his memory wandering back to 
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those sketches of the women of the Bible, which ap- 
pear as delightful episodes in the great history — linking 
it, by a chain that all can see and feel, with our own 
realizations of domestic life. And woman needs no 
higher eulogy than to be judged by those noble speci- 
mens of her sex, immortalized by having their names 
embalmed in the Book of books. What a glorious 
galaxy glitters on those sacred pages! 

We point you not alone to the beautiful and grace- 
ful Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel — who, pointed 
out by God himself to Eliezer as the fitting wife for 
Isaac, goes forth from the vale of Haran at that bidding, 
turning her back upon home, family and friends to 
travel the journey of life with a stranger of a distant 
land. 

Nor yet alone to the Mother of Samson, who held 
discourse, timid yet confiding,, with the angel whose 
name is Wonderful. 

Nor yet alone to Hannah, who dedicated her first- 
born to that illustrious service of the Almighty which 
has linked the name of Samuel to all our brightest 
recollections of prophecy and priesthood. 

Nor yet alone to Deborah, who, as has been so 
beautifully said, in that era of her widowhood, rose in 
times of trouble like a morning star over the night of 
Israel's calamities; and at whose word the stars in 
their courses fought against Sisera. 

Nor yet alone to that unselfish and queenly Esther, 
who promptly risked station and life to shield her peo- 
ple and her race. 

Nor would we point attention and^thought alone to 
Ruth, whose character is enshrined in the pastoral 



IKITIATIOK. 249. 

• ■ • • ** 

record that bears her name, and that has handed down 
to us her fortitude, her affection and her piety in a 
simple narrative more thrillingly fascinating than the 
most highly wrought scenes of fiction. Need we even 
allude, in passing, to that heroic and well remembered 
decision she exhibited in her sad but fearless reply to 
Naomi, when, in spite of the dangers of toil and ex- 
posure, of poverty and trial, of frowning and adverse 
prospects, she attested her filial piety in that strain of 
as lofty and impassioned eloquence as ever fell from 
human lips — " Entreat me not to leave thee, for whither 
thou goest I will go; where thou lodgest I will lodge: 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God. 
where thou diest will 1 die, and there will I be buried, 
the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but 
death part thee and me." 

Nor yet alone would we cite you to the history of 
Sarah, emphatically chief among the mothers of the 
Bible, the ancestress of Israel's hosts, the wife of the 
patriarch of patriarchs, at whose tent the angels of 
the Lord sat down at meat, and who was indeed the 
most specially honored of God. 

Nor yet alone to the vestal prophetess, Miriam, the 
sister of Moses and Aaron, who stands forth inferior to 
none in whatever makes a true woman memorable in 
action or suffering; who, in the afflictions of Egypt, in 
the triumph of the Red Sea, and in the perils of the 
wilderness, towers resplendent in her zeal and her de- 
votion. Prom the time that at the river's bank she 
watched her infant brother's ark, through that long 
journey where quails and manna mysteriously fed the . 
wandering hosts and water poured from the flinty rock 
to assuage their thirst, till the hour that entombed her 
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in her sequestered grave, she proved herself a woman 
in all that is noble and pure and holy. And it was no 
unmeaning song of rejoicing that poured from her lips 
when, at the head of the Hebrew women, on the bank 
of the rapidly closing Red Sea, her clear, loud vmee 
rang forth in notes of rejoicing and praise to God — 

"Soand the loud timbrel o'er Egypt's dark sea, 
Jehovah has triamphed — his people are free.** 

But the history of these and others that we might 
name, who, the inspired penmen* felt, must be recorded 
to make their testimony perfect — such a record, taken 
in the aggregate, is a nobler testimony to woman, a 
worthier eulogy of her rank and honor, than she can 
find in the histories of thousands of earth's mightiest: 
—of Elizabeth, of Cleopatra, of Catherine, or Isabella. 
Such we do not cite for your emulation and imitation, 
but rather the record of those whom the Bible com- 
mends: who signalized their lives, not by bloody victo- 
ries on fields of carnage and of death, not by despotic 
sway over a nation of millions, not by the meretri- 
cious, charms of beauty, but by their zeal in doing 
good, in vindicating the true modesty and worth of 
woman's natural character, in pouring the oil of con- 
solation into the wounds of the afflicted, in whispering 
the words of sympathy in the ears of the heart-stricken. 

Such, too, is woman's noblest work! It is a duty 
that heavenly angels might not, nay do not, scorn to 
perform. It is that sphere in which your sex has 
gathered its most unfading laurels. It is the prompt- 
ing, too, of that warm and genial benevolence which, 
though in woman it is the instinct of her nature, we band 
together in lodges and societies to cultivate and enforce 
by precept and by law in the more sterile hearts of the 
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sterner sex. Nobly, right nobly, has she performed 
her mission. Poets have sung in glowing numbers of 
her cmistalicy in houi^^ of trial, of darkness and of 
peril; of her labors at the bedside of the sick and the' 
afflicted; of her patient endurance of life's roughest 
lot when shared by hith for whom she has given up all 
else this side of heaVen. Wherever sorrow's cry is 
heard, wherever sickness lays its paralyzing hand, fol- 
low, ladies, the innate sympathies of your nature. 
Wherever the hardships of adversity fall the heaviest 
upon those about you, be it yours, as far as possible, to 
soften the blow. Wherever misery can be ameliorated, 
or keen anguish assuaged, remeniber that you are 
women; and, if further promptings to duty could be 
needed, remember the solemn obligation you have this' 
night voluntarily taken, and write upon the tablet of 
your hearts that Golden Rule:" Whatsoever ye would 
that others should do unto you, do ye even so unto 
them." 

While we shall expect the prompt and cheerful per- 
Jbrmance of these duties by those now affiliated with 
our Order as you are^ we pledge to you duty in return^ 
The benefits of our Order are not confined to our own 
brethren, nor indeed to our owh sex. Look at that 
anguished, grief-stricken widow, as she returns from 
the drear solitude of the graveyard and the tomb to 
her desolate home. How Ipnely are its silent rooms ! 
Every echo of her footsteps, as she passes through 
them, reminds her. of him whose welcome step no 
mortal ear shall ever listen to again. Every glance 
rests on some object which awakens memories of the 
past, and every thought turns back up6n that loved one 
whose love was of her very life a part. How dark and* 
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melancholy the prospect before her; — ^gloomy and sad 
as the heart within! Bereft of him to whom she looked 
with such trusting confidence, she is to struggle with a 
desolate heart for that stinted and grudged pittance 
which is too oft the widow's recompense for her hours 
of cheerless toil. But no! the widow of the Odd-fel- 
low is preserved from such a gloomy lot. At that hour, 
when life to the bereaved one seems almost a burden, 
when it seems as if hope and happiness had both been 
entombed with the loved but departed one, when the 
future seems clouded in impenetrable gloom, when 
loneliness, sad and drear and dismal, seems the widow's 
lot, our Order comes like an angel of peace and throws 
across the gloomy prospect bright rays of light and 
happiness. It comes! and that bereaved widow feels 
that she has thrown around her a protecting cordon of 
worm hands and hearts, who will cherish her and hers 
for the sake of him whose love she cherishes beyond 
the grave. It comes! and she feels, or, if she does not, 
she may feel, that whenever the rough winds of adver- 
sity strive to smite her^ she has a rock upon which she 
can lean with trusting confidence — ready, when needed, 
to open, as at the touch of Moses' rod, and afford com- 
fort and sustenance. And she finds at last, if prejudice 
has darkened her vision before, that our Order is indeed 
a father to its fatherless; that 

We seek to dry the widow's gashing tears; 

We seek to calm the trembling orphan's fears ; 

We seek to raise humanity above 

The Ills of life by ministries of love; 

And when the tale Is told, and man t*e8lgns his trust. 

We seek, In Friendship's name, to monument his dust. 

But we need not add more. We have alluded to some 
of the duties enjoined by Odd-fellowship. It is strange 
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in a cold, calculating world like ours, where so many 
walk through life with ears hermetically sealed against 
the calls of humanity, encased in a frozen garb that 
repulses all approach, petrifying what little heart and 
soul they own — we say it is odd to see a society like 
ours, banded together for the benevolent duties we have 
bound ourselves to perform. Hence we are Odd-fel- 
lows. To-night j'^ou have entered with us into a closer 
bond than ever before — ^you have assumed a part of our 
obligations — ^you are become of us and with us. Learn 
then, in conclusion, that to rectify, to correct this be- 
setting sin of selfishness is one of the highest aims and 
objects of our Order. It teaches us that there is but 
one famiLy, the whole human race, and that we are 
sent here together — the rich and the poor, the haughty 
and the humble — not as cumberers of the earth, but as 
sharers of each other's* burdens. It teaches us that, 
wherever we hear the sigh of sorrow, the moan of the 
heart-broken, the appeal of the destitute, or the wail of 
the miserable, we should be quick in our ministrations 
of mercy, not passing by on the other side, but flying 
to relieve. It teaches us that we are sent here to labor 
for our fellow-men, for our age, for our country. That, 
when we shall have passed away into the stern realities 
of the hereafter, we may leave behind us a name 
honored and beloved for the good we have sought, even 
if ineffectually, to accomplish — for the happiness we" 
have striven to create, for the misery we have labored 
to ameliorate: — a history more valuable in the sight of 
Him above than that of chieftain, warrior or sage. 

Teaching such lessons within its walls — ^bi^ilt on these 
immutable corner-stones, Friendship,Love and Truth — 
the mighty fabric of Odd-fellowship rears its stately 
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form towards the skies; and though the storms of op- 
position may beat around its base, and the surges of 
prejudice strive to engulf it in the billows that they 
hurl upon it, its stately and majestic form will still 
remain unharmed amid the contending tempests, and 
crumble into atoms only when the earth upon which it 
stands yields in the wreck of matter and the crash of 
worlds. There it will stand 

ASifome tall cliff that lifts Its mighty form 
Swells from the yale, and midway leaves the storm ; 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds may spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head. 

Noble Grand (to the ladies) — You will now rise. 

Noble Grand — Having entered within our sacred 
circle, and assumed with us obligations like those we 
have spoken of, it now becomes my pleasurable duty in 
the closing ceremony of your initiation to confer on 
you the badge appropriate to this degree. It is a pink 
and green ribbon, emblematic, as you well know, of 
steadfast Friendship and eternal Love, twisted or inter- 
twined together like this; and this combination of 
colors may be thus worn whenever you see fit to do so, 
as a bow, a collar, a bracelet, or on any part of the 
dress as a trimming. When you see such a combination 
3'ou may prove the wearer as has been stated to you. 

Noble Grand (to Conductor) — You will now present 
the ladies in turn, and by name. ^ 

As each lady is presented she will advance in front of the Noble Grand's chair, 
and bend forward so that he can invest her gracefully with a badge or collar of 
pink and green ribbon of about an inch in width, a number of which must be 
provided by each lodge for this purpose — kept in the private receptacle of the 
degree books, and never exposed except when conferring thid degree. When the 
lodge is closed each lady will divest herself of this regalia, and leave it in the 
lodge. The Noble Grand will confer the badge on each lady separately, thus, — 
stepping down from his seat for that purpose: 

: Noble Grand — Mrs. , receive this collar as a 
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token of the Degree of Eebekah, to which, in the 
name and by the authority of the Independent Order 
of Odd-fellows, I now declare you admitted. Faithful 
to your own obligations, you will ever find us faithful 
to ours. Fail not — ^falter not — weary not in well-doing. 
Noble Grand — I now declare this Degree Lodge closed 
in Friendship, Love and Truth. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Rebekah, or Ladies' Degree. 

closing ceremonies. 

Nohle Grand (to the lodge) — OflScers and members: 
Our business being concluded, you will please be stand- 
ing and assist in the performance of the closing cere- 
monies. [One rap, all rise]. 

CLOSING ODE. 

' Good night ' a trathf ul, kind adieu ; 
* • May joy be with you all " 
Who here the social bond renew. 
And love our sacred hall. 

• 

Goodnight! Our Order's triple chain ^ 

Keep ever strong and bright. 
Each evil act and thought restrain. 

Adieu! Goodnight! Goodnight! 

Noble Grand — Our Worthy Chaplain will please per- 
form the duties of his oflSce. 

Thft Chaplain prays. 

Nohle Grand — Warden, you will please declare this 
lodge closed in the Degree of Rebekah. 

Warden — By order of the Noble Grand I declare this 
lodge closed in the Degree of Rebekah. 

Nohle Grand — Officers and members, so be it. 

Memhers — So be it! ' 

Noble Grand — (one rap). 
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ANALYSIS REBETKAH DEGREE. 

A Degree which Is Not a Degree — A ** Woman *s Degree ** with Men In A1>8o1ate 
Control — An Organized Temptation — Motives for the Creation of This De- 
gree — The Order Confesses Itself a Gigantic Swindle — How Protected from 
the Law— This only Another Degree In the False Religion— The Phlllippian 
Damsel— Asiatic Female Education — Women In the Ancient Dianian Myster- 
ies at Ephesus— The Tortured Virgin of the Oracle of Delphi — These the Ac- 
knowledged Antecedents of Masonry and Odd-fellowship— Compariaon of 
Modem and Ancient Female Lodges — The Acknowledged Real Design of the 
"Earlier Women's Degrees of Masonry — Boston Masonic Temple After a De- 
bauch — Every such Temple a House of Spiritual Corruption, at Least. 

It is difficult to analyze this degree witlibut indigna- 
tion and disgust. It is a degree which is not a degree, 
but an excrescence. It inducts women into a secret or- 
der, intended and named only for men fsee p. 236), and ' 
kept tj) its masculine gender from its origin to the year ' 
of grace 1851. It is a woman's degree, practiced in thie 
night, in which men, tnown and unknown to theiniti* 
ates, may be a majority of tien to one (see note, p. 236), ' 
while women, as before, are excluded from the Order it- 
self; and, while the degree itself is an organized tempta- 
tion, by its formal and flimsy guards against pollution 
it suggests the very evil against which it affects to 
guard. 

With the customary formalities of an oath, with her 
right hand on the Bible (p, 244)^ the deluded woman is 
pledged to conceal — not, indeed, the secrets of Odd-fel- 
lowship, of which she is permitted to know nothing, 
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but to conceal the secrets of her single degree; and she 
is solemnly enjoined to see that her husband is punctual 
in paying his '^ dues," as her standing in this outside 
degree depends on his punctual payments within. (Pp. 
236,247:J / 

The motives which caused the adoption of this de- 
gree, stated by Mr. Colfax himself, are the following: 

1. "It will tend to increase the resources of the Sub- 
ordinate Lodges,^* and " to induce them (members) to 
progress upward in the Order"; L €,, pay for more de-> 
grees; 

2. Save the trouble of " wives' and widows' cards." 
8. " Lessen and ultimately destroy the prejudice felt 

against the Order by many of the fairer sex," which 
" prevents accessions of members." (Pp. 233, 234,) In 
a word, we shall get more money by it 

This summafy of selfish, money-making motives, re- 
member, is given by the inventor of the degree. They 
were the motives by which he carried it. And when 
we remember that the Grand Lodge statistics show that 
the Order re,ceite9 three dollars in dues to one paid back 
in benefits^-^taking these avowed mptives and this pub- 
lished practice together the OrTler must, on its own 
authority, be regarded as a gigantic swindle. And 
nothing .but the wide reputation of Mr. Colfax, and 
the success and popularity of the imposition, pre- 
vents its being handled by the law; like mock-auctions,^ 
lotteries, and otiier swindling practioes^ . And the ben- 
efits, such as they are, being paid indiscriminately to 
rich and poor, proves its perpetually repeated bo^^t of 
being " a ministry of love," "drying the widows' tears," 
etc. etc., to be bald hypocrisy and wicked pretense. 

AU this in a world where, alas! corruption is so convr^ 
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m<Hi, would not justify a national appeM against it, 
were not this .secret order, like the others, a £alse relig- 
ion, as is shown abundantly in the Analyses of the Order 
prpper. Even the poor Rebekah-ite, after being be- 
drabbled through her weak degree, is told that she is 
now ^' within our sacred circle," and receives a pink 
and green ribbon as an ^^ emblem of eternal love."(0 
(Seep. 254,) The Bible is quoted abundantly to make 
the farce solemn, and the most fulsome adulation of 
woman, merely as a sex, is poured into the ears of the 
initiate throughout the lecture of the degree. Who- 
ever reads and ponders the degree, itself will see that its 
wicked and hateful nature is not and cannot *be over- 
stated. 

The Philippian damsel who ^'brought her masters much 
gain by soothsaying '* (Acts 16: 16), is a type of the 
condition of women in all false religions, ancient and 
modern. 

A missionary of the A. B. C. F. M. informed the 
writer that no females were educated by the pagans in 
his part of Asia but a few brilliant and beautiful girls 
for the uses of the temple and companionship of the 
priests. Two thousand such were kept in the single 
Temple of Diana at Ephesus, which was 220 years in 
building, at the expense of all Asia Minor. The priests 
were pimps and panderers to the prostitution of these 
unfortunates, and gained untold wealth by renting their 
persons. The poor Pythian damsel at Delphi was placed 
upon a tripod over the exhilarating gas, when "she 
immediately began to swell and foam at the mouths 
tearing her hair and cutting her flesh." Her masters 
took her ravings, while in this state, for oracles, and 
interpreted them for money. Such are some of the 
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Oreek ** Mysteries " from which Masonic and Odd-fel- 
lowship writers boast their orders descended! And 
women in Freemasons' and Odd-fellows' side-lodges are 
as near the condition of women in the old lodges of 
paganism as a Christian country will allow. They are 
under ** masters." Every lodge of femalies was finally 
obliged to be adopted by, and under the guardianship of, 
some regular Masonic lodge (Mackei/s Lexicon^ p. 22 J; 
and " a banquet and a ball," says Clavel, " are insepara- 
ble from a lodge of adoption, and are, in fact, the real 
design of its organization." (Lexicon, p. 26.) I passed 
through the Masonic Temple, Boston, on the morning 
after such a pagan debauch, while the vast dining halls 
and unremoved tables were in the condition in which 
the night revel had left them. The Boston Journal, 
next morning, in four solid columns, informed its read- 
ers that there were women of Boston and vicinity who 
danced with strange men from all parts of the country 
until 4 o'clock in the morning, — their secret worships 
having closed at ten. Every ?uch " temple," as were 
those of old, is a spiritual, and doubtless also a literal 
brothel. 



CHAPTER XX. 

. Retibed Odd-fellowship Illustbated. 

secbets of the lodge. encampment and rebekab degrees. 

In the Subordinate Lodge the Enteesign consists 
of one rap, or one pull at the bell if there be one, at 
the outer door, and three raps at the inner door. 

THE C0TIMTBE8IGN 
ha.s three motions: First, with the thumb of the 
right hand io the 
palm thereof, 
place the four 
fingera perpen- 
dicularly across 
' the mouth, the 
back of the baud 
outward. Sec- 
ond, place the 
last three fingers 
upon the thumb 
in the palm of 
£9= the hand, the in- 
dex or fore fin- 
ger being extended; carry it to the outer comer of the 
tight eye, the back of the hand being outward, forming 
a right angle with the nose. Third, let the hand drop 
toward the ground and open, palm outward, the thunib 
nearly parallel with the fingers and the hand about six 
inches from the body. 
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lOTTIATORY GRIP AND SIGK OF DISTRESS. 




Signification. — The first motion signifies silence, and 
reminds a brother that he must keep inviolate the 
secrets of the Order. The second motion signifies 
omniscience, and reminds us that the all-seeing eye of 
God is continually watching over our actions. The 
third motion signifies fraternity, and reminds us that 
the hand of a brother should always be open to a 
brother of the Order. 

INITIATORY GRIP. 

With the first two fingers 
of the right hand grasp and 
link with the first two fin- 
gers of the brother's right 
hand; with the thumb (your 
own) touch the ends of the 

two fingers (your own) thus forming the link. No 

shaking of bands in making the grip. 

SIGK OF DISTRESS. 

The Sign of Distress is made by placing the open 
right hand, palm downward, on top of the head, raise 

the hand up- 
ward about 
nine inches, 
let the hand 
drop to the 
head; this do 
three times, 
then let the 
hand drop to 
the side. 

Answer. — 

sign of Distress. Answer, Exteild the 

hands off from the sides at arms length, and at right 
angles to the body, palms of the hands outward; pause 
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a iriomeut, then drop the hand» to the side. If the sign 
cannot be given ho as to be observed, the following 
words can be used: "Give ear, ye Heavens!" to be 
apoken in full and not the initials thereof. 

Explanation. — The Sign of Distress conveys informa- 
tion to a brother, that a brother of the Order at a dis- 
tance is in need of assistance. 

Answer, that the sign has been observed and ia recog- 
nized and that the requisite assistance will be given. 
Bias OF EECOGNITION. 
When a brother wishes to be recognized as a member 
of the Order, he will grasp the 
lappel of his coat with his 
right hand, over the right nip- 
ple, the fingers being concealed 
beneath the coat, the thumb ex- 
tended. A brother seeing the 
sign shall grasp the right lappel 
of his coat with his left hand, 
the same being over the right 
nipple, the thumb concealed, the 
fingers extended. The brother 
making the sign shall advance 
to the brother answering it and 
xtend his right hand ; 
if he be an Odd-fel- 
low lie Kball acceptandshakeandsay: "Are 
youioiikingfor me?" The brother making ' 
the sign shall say, " for you." 

Voting Sign. — The right hand uplifted. ' 

In the use of the gavel , one blow calls the 
lodge to order, or seats it when standing; 
three blows call up the lodge. 

HONORS OF THE ORDER, 

The Honors of the Order are given by 
placing the right hand across the left, palms 
touching; clap the hands three times, full 
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blows; paust! a momeut aiid rei>t;iit; paiis<; again uiid 
repeat. 



SIGN, DEGREE OF FRIENDSHIP. 

The Sign is made as follows — extend the 
fingers of" the right hand; place the thumb 
inside of, and parallel with, the first finger; 
carry the hand to the brow, with the thumb 
resting on theleftteraple; draw aline across 
the forehead .{fingers touching) to the right 
temple, describing a rainbow; then drop the 
hand to the side. 




OF FRIENDSHIP. 



Qraap the root of the left ear with the 
finger and thumb of the right hand, the 
thumb to the front; then drop the hand 
to the side. 



THE HEICENTO 
Is a bundle of sticks, to represent the 
strength of uuion: united they cannot 
be broken, but singly they can be 

easily broken. 
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WAKNIKG SIGN. 

Clasp the fingers of each hand, with 
the thumb in front of the first finger; 
place each elbow by the side of the body ; 
extend each arm and closed hand hor- 
izontally. 




SIGN OF SAFETY. 



Warning Sign. 




Blgnof Safety. 



The hands and arms being in the same 
position as in the Warning Sign, extend 
the index finger of the right hand, and 
with it point to and^ touch the second or 
knuckle joint of the thumb of the left 
hand 

SIGN OF DANGER. 

Elbows same as before de- 
scribed; place the wrist of the 
right hand on the second or 
knuckle joint of the thumb of 
the left hand; extend the index 



finger and point towards the ground. 



GRIP, DEGREE OF FRIENDSHIP. 




hands,' each closing in. 



Form a link with 
the thumbs of the 
right hand ; clasp 




sign oi Danger. 
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SMW BROTHERLY LOVE PASSWORD, BIOK AND GRIP. 
Token. — The rainbow. 

Degkeb OF Brothehlt Love. 

Thb Password is MOSES (M-O-S— E-S), to be let- 
tered at all times when used for working purposes. In 
communicating the Password give the tetters M-O-S 
and if required the remainder — E-S — lettered as be- 

fore. 



The right hand is placed across the left 
hand, palms touching; clasp the hands 
both by fingers, and thumbs, thumbs 
meetitig. The answer is the same an the 
sign. 




Token. — The Token is Moses' Kod. 



Clasp the right hands, with 
the thumbs pressing the third 
or knuckle joint of the second 
finger. No shaking of hands in 
making the Grip. 

Deqree of Truth. 

The Password is AARON (A-A— R^O-N), to be let- 
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tered at all times when used for working purposes. In 
communicating the Password give the letters A-A, and 
if required, the remainder— R-O-N — lettered as be- 
fore. 



WOEKINQ SIGN, DEGREE OF TBITTH. 

Close the right hand except the index 
finger, the thumb over fiugers; point to 
the center of the forehead with the point 
of the finger. 



IB sign. Place the open right hand 
over the mouth, the fingers conforming to 
the face. 

Explanation. — Think before you speak. 



PERMANENT SIGN, DEGREE 0¥ TRUTH. 

Place tlie thumb of the right hand on 
the right nipplf , using it as a pivot; make 
a span down with the little finger, then 
make a span across the breast with the 
fore-finger. 
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GRIP, DEGREE OF TRUTH. 

Clasp the right hands; witl 
the thumbs press hard on the 
third or knuckle' joint of the 
third finger. No shaking hands 
in making the Grip. 



Patriarchal Degree. 

In the Encampment the Alarm at the inner door, or 
Entersign, is two raps. 

Password of Patriarchal Degree, ADAM (A-D— 
A-M): to be divided at all times when used for working 
purposes when in an Encampment, or in examination 
prior to opening, in communicating the ^Password to 
Inside Sentinel or to the Junior Warden. 



check sign, patriarchal degree. 





lat Position. 



2d Positioik 



Place the right hand, 
open, on the left breast, 
thumb parallel with the 
fingers; withdraw the 
hand and extend it near- 
ly to a line oif from the 
side, palm outward and 
the thumb parallel with 
the fingers; let the arm 
drop to the side. The 
Answer is the same with 
the left hand. 



BIGN AND GRIP, PATRIARCHAL DEGREE. 
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SIGN, PATRIARCHAL DEGREE. 



* Place the fingers of the right hand in 
and across the- left hand, p^lm upward; 
grasp the fingers- of the right hand with 
the last three fingers of the left hand; 
elevate the two thumbs and the index 
finger of the left hand so as to form three 
pillars. The Answer is the same as the 
Sign. 




Sign of Patri- 
archal Degree. 



GRIP, PATRIARCHAL DEGREE. 




Grrasp the fingers of the 
Patriarch's right hand with 
your right hand; press the 
s a m e with the thumb, 
which must be across the fingers below the knuckle 
joint. No shaking hands in making the Grip. 

Golden Rule Degree. 

The Alarm at the inner door is two raps. 

The Password is A. M., to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes, whether in an En- 
campment or in examination prior to opening. The 
Explanation of the Password is Gold a Metal, given 
in full, but not used for working purposes. 

The Check Sign and Answer are made the same as 
in the Patriarchal Degree. 
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SIGN AND GRIP, GOLDEN RULE DEGREE. 




SIGN, GOLDEN RULE DEGREE.' 



right 



6igo of Golden 
Rule Degree. 



Press the elbow of the rignt. arm 
to the side; close the right hand, thumb 
over fingers; extend the index linger; when 
extended raise the arm from the elbow in 
a perpendicular direction; drop the arm in 
front, the index finger pointing to the 
ground. The Answer is the same as the 
Sign. 



GRIP, GOLDEN RULE DEGREE. 




With the index finger of 
the right hand form a link 
at the second joint, and with 
the ball of the thumb press 
the back of the index • finger 
of the Patriarch forming the link with you, between 
the knuckle and second joint. No shaking hands in 
making the Grjp. 

Royal Purple Degree. 
The Alarm at the inner door is three raps. 

TiiE Password is QUIVER (Q-U-I— V-E-R), to be 
lettered at all times when used for working purposes, 
when in a lodge or in examination prior to opening. 
In communicating the Password either to the Warden 
or Inside Sentinel give the letters Q-U-I, and if request- 
ed by the Warden or Inside Sentinel, the remainder of 
the word — V-E-R — lettered as before. 
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The Passwobd is M. K., to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes when in an Encamp- 
ment or in examination prior to opening. The Explan- 
ation of the Password is K. S. The Interpretation is 
Melchizedek, King of Salem, both given in full, but not 
used for working purposes. 

The Check Sign and Answer are made the same as in 
the former Encampment degrees. 




SIGN, BOYAL PUBPLE DE6BEE. 

Conceal the last two fingers of the right 
hand in the palm thereof, place the first two 
fingers and thumb together, ends touching, 
cind with them draw a line from the left side 
of the brow to the center of the forehead, 
then drop the hand to the side. 

Answer. — With the left hand arranged 
as in Sign, draw a line from the right side of 
the brow to the center of the forehead, then 
si^T^ R^ai drop the hand to the side. 

Purple Degree. 



the hand. 



GBIP, BOYAL PUBPLE DEGBEE. 

Each Patriarch will grasp 
the index finger of the oth- 
er's right hand, with the 
ball of the thumb across the 
knuckle joint on the back of 
No shaking hands in making the Srip. 
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1st, The Pebmakent Password.— 
Miriam. 

2d. The Test or Trial Sigu^ foe 
A Sister. — Close the thumb and little 
finger of right hand and place the 
three open fingers, spread ouf^ on any- 
thing except your own person. 



SlBters' Trial Sign. 



3d. The Countersign^ or Brother's 
Answer. — Close all but index finger of 
right hand over thumb; raise hand g.nd 
put ball of index finger on side of nose, 
about an inch above the end. [This is 
also the salute to the *' Chair " given by 
both brothers and sisters on enterii\g a 
lodge of this degree. Brothers recognize 
each other in this degree by the same 
sign, but it is seldom used for that pur- 
pose.] 




Salute to OflScerB 
and BroB.^ Sign. 



THE END. 



; 



INDEX. 



[A ttu- (•) denotes that the topk will be foand i« a foot-note.] ?a6i: 

ABHORRENCE of sin taught by skall and cross-bones *127 

Abraham's faith In Christ omitted .*. 

Adam laying the f oundatloh stone of the order *39 

Adopted, ritual of this book In 1880 20 

Adulation of woman and false views of Odd-fellowship Inculcated... 24 1-244 

Aid without alms... Ill 

Aim of the order ^. *()5 

Alms broadened since foundation *t)5 

. All-seeing eye .... T. 125 

Altar of Incense, 221, *emblem of worship 221 

America, Introduction of Odd-fellowship to, 21; early progress and 

character of the order In 22 

Ancient Mysteries, their suppression and remodeling, 101;characteri^^- 

tlcs and effects 280 

Antiquity of Odd-fellowship according to Grosh 21 

Anti -secrecy, present movement and literature begun 27 

Ark, 131, * * 'emblem of presence of the Most High, our Heavenly Father" 131 

Artificial distinctions not recognized 183 

Assistance, mutual, central link of chain of Odd -fellowship *111 

Attributes of the order *16 

Authority of conscience *196 

Axe, 130, *aze of truth must clear away sin from the heart 130 
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ACON, Dr. Leonard, opinion of Masonry 72 

Balloting in encampment i 156 

Ballots, three black exclude 23, *47 

''Beautiful lessons" *83 

Beast, each secret order a Beast or an Image of a Beast of Revelations 148 

Beginning In gloom and ending in joy *o2 

Benefits, to rich and poor alike, 34, *40; not a favor, but a right, *62; 
not the most Important feature of the order, 109; paid to' the rich by 

the poor members in cases 183 

Benevolence, professed.... 19; 32; nS; 118; 183. 184;258 

Bible, warnings against secretism.lT; without Christ, 19; storehouse of ' 
Odd-fellow principles, 135, *the emblem of revealed spiritual truth— 
* * no lodge can be held without it ;" teaches immortality of all men 

because God is imn)ortal, *135 ; an integral part of Odd-fellowship. . 158 

Birth of Odd -fellowship 21 

Blind persons excluded 23 

Blindfolding, reason for 60 
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Blindness, moral. Odd -fellowship the cure for *(I6 

' ' Broad platform upon which mankind may unite " ; tffi 

BroclAnan, Rev. J. H. , on effects of initiation, etc 36 

Brotherly love the essential of Odd-fellowship, 113; In Galesburg 

lodge 116; see also 23, 32. 118,200 

Bbothebly Love degree, 102-1 18: — ^general instructions, 102; obligation, 
104^; secret work, 109, 110; parable of Good Samaritan, 112; blue the 

color, 114; Analysis 115, 118 

Bundle of sticks, 129, *emblem of strength in union 

CANDIDATE, how proposed. Initiatory degree, 47, *three black balls 
reject • 

Caricature, Satan^s, of salvation 16 

Oentralizatlon ? 24 

Changes in ritual, 24, 28; law regarding same i8 

Chabactbb of the Order, 31-37; assertions and facts regarding 31, 32 

Charge books, old , 29 

Charity, per Grand Lodge minutes, 18%'; three dollars received to one 

paid out, 19, 258; lyofessed 32, +76; 118; 183, 184 

Chaplains, not necessary, but should be of "good moral character".. *12t 

Charmed, men by secretism •. j 17, 100 

Chorus, Odd-fellow .' 181 

Christ, against Satan, 17; cast out of his Scriptures, 19; the only 

Cloansef, 100; a stumbling-block to Odd-fellows 182 

Christian, cannot remain an Odd -fellow : 36 

Christianity, counterfelied by secret orders 13 

Chrlstless, religion, 34; prayer ordered, 85, #43; prayers.. .43, 155, 223; 256 

Church of Christ not broad enough '. • - ♦42 

Coffin, Initiatory degree, 51; Truth degree, 136; ♦last home of man, 

* • lighted up with a bow of immortality " 136 

Colfax and Richard III compared 99 

Colored persons excluded, 23; colored lodges from previous exposition 

Issued 27 

Conferred, degrees on the Sabbath ^...23,^77 

Conspiracy, Odd -fellowship a 99 

Constitution of the United States traversed by the lodge 31 

Contracts ^ith candidate 54, 63, 241-244 

Convivial practices 30, 31 

Copy, Odd-fellowship, of all other secret religious societies 48 

Cornell University, Initiation murder at 2*7 

Counterfeits, secret orders c. of Christianity, 13; Brotherly Love de- 
gree a c. of Christian love, 118; c. salvation 202 

Cud\^orth on unwitting devil-worship. 18 
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ATE of origin of Odd -fellowship 88 

Deaf persons not admitted ; 23 

Death to sin In time Insures eternal life ♦laS 

Debauches, Initiations are, 71 ; false worship debauches the soul 146 

"Deceitful mask" 34 

Degree of Rebekah adopted 25 

Decrees conferred on the Sabbath 23, ♦T? 
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Deism and infidelity, Odd -fellowship Is .*. , 117 

Description of an early lodge meeting 31 

Design of lodge meetings to improve character ♦ 65 

Devil-worship, Cudworth on 18 

Devil- worshiper, the dupe of the first degree becomes, thereafter 99 

Diversity of form conceals the unity in essence of all secret orders 100 

"Divine lesson of humanity" 103, 120 

**Drying widows' tears" 184,252 

Dues 84 

Dupe of initiation becomes a devil- worshiper in the degrees 99 

Duties to God and man taught *94, 180 

Duties of the order . *64 

1^ ARLY progress and character of Odd-f ellpwship In the United States. . . 22 

-^ :Effect of Idolatry, 328; of Initiation 3tt 

Effect of the Morgan abduction and murder on Odd -fellowship 2tt 

*'Emblemof eternal love," Rebekah degree 259 

Emblems filched from the Scriptures 1^ 

Encampment assumes military forms 151 

Encampment, opening ceremonies of, 152; opened an^ closed with . 
prayer, *152; duties of oflicers, 154; Chrlstless prayer by Most Excel- 
lent High Priest, order of business, 156; miscellaneous Instructlofts 157 
Encampment degrees, should be Uken by every member, ♦Itil, *deco- 

ratlons pleasing and useful ; why these degrees were added 181 

Error, frees men from 35 

Establishing new lodges or encampments *38 

Eternal delight, through life to the land of 112 

Excludes women, the unsound, colored, Indians, etc 23, 32, 118, 200 

Excrescence degree / «® 

■ Explanation of the power of secretlsm over men 74 

FALSEHOOD regarding distinctions made by the order *'^ 
False worship debauches the soul, 146; God's photograph of such wor- 
ships ^^ 

Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man *^ *^ 

Fee for initiation .L ^ 

Filched, emblems from the Bible 1^ 

Fllthinesscs, all spiritual combined in false worships 1^6 

First Grand Lodge ^ 

Formation of the National Christian Association, and commencement 

of present antl- secrecy movement and literature ^ 

Four years, loss of membership by the order during .• 26 

Fraternity t he corner-stone of the order **3' *^ 

Fraternity, miniature representation of ^ 

Freeing men from selfishness and error *^ 

Fkiem>ship deoree, 76-101,— titles of officers, general regulations, 
76, 77; degree lodges, 77; oflicers and titles of degree lodges, open- 
ing ceremonies, 78; duties of officers, 79; sign, 80; falsing or reduc- 
ing a lodge, 81; obligation, 85; story of David and Jonathan, 87-89 ; 
secret work, 90, 92; Instructions to candidate, 93; charge to Initiate, 
94; closing ceremonies, 97; Analysis 9(^-10l. 



276 IKDEX. 

Friendship, loye and truth, * ' F. L. AT.,** the universal remedy for so- 
cial and moral evils 89 

' ' Fruition of earthly desires " 215 

• 

GALESBURG lodge brotherly love 116 
Grateways of perdition, lodges are. 75 

Globe, 131; ^needing the labors of the order; *when purified from sin 

by the principles of Odd-fellowship 131 

Gloom to joy *S 

God's photograph of false worships. 145 

GoLDXM BuiiK deorejb; — candidate wishes to leurn toleration^ obliga- 
tion, 187; preparation of candidate and of lodge -room, 189; scenic 
representation of intolerance and toleration, 191, 192; secret work, 

194. 195; instructions to candidate, 195; Analysis 191-203 

Grand Lodge, first, 23; separates from the English body, 24; refuses to 

revise ritual in 1867,'25; name changed, 28; items from 1880 report, 

26; prayer adopted by, 43. (See also under "Sovereign Graiid 

Lodge.") ' 

** Grand Lodge Celestial," to which Odd-fellows are summoned at 

death ♦136 

Grand Secretary of colored lodges, letter from, 28; Grand Secretary of 

*white lodges, residence, etc. ♦SS 

Great aim of the order *65 

Great duties of the order .' * *U 

Great end of the order *137 

Greed and ambition, Odd- fellowship a product of 98 

Grosh on the anliquity of Odd -fellowship, 21; description of an early 
lodge meeting, 31; defense of regalia, 33, H5, *ibb; his Odd-feUow 
titles, etc. 

HARDSHIPSof aged Odd fellows ♦IM 
Heart in hand, *130 — ' ' pure hearts and clean hands necessary. " 

Hidden name in the white stone *96 

High Priest, Most Excellent, 154; High Priest Aaron 126 

Historical sketch of Odd -fellowship 21-29 

History of Odd -fellowship the history of a moral miasma 180 

History and objects of the Rebekah degree 233 

Hodge-podge of heathen and Jewish symbols to teach mad his duty . . . . 143 

Hope of heaven through goad works 'US 

Hour-glass, 135, ♦admonishes to improve the flying moments ..... 135 

How initiates feel 99 

How sensible men can remain Odd-fellows 144 

IDENTITY of modem secret orders with ancient idolatries 18 

Idolatry is soul adultery 1^ 

Illegal, old ritual declared so 28 

Improper methods in initiations *163 

Improve the character, lodge meetings designed to *155 

Individual Odd fellows under the control of Sovereign Grand Lodge. . . *222 

Indians and other colored races excluded 23, 83, *4^ 



Immortality throngb Odd-fellowship taught.... «0O, *112, «11S, *128, 

♦135,186, *1 86 and 204 

Infatuated men * 100 

Infidels can not be excluded from the order 228 

Initiates, how they feel '99 

Initiation, corresponds to regeneration, 13, 85, *50; fee for^ 23; effects 

of, 86; a serious event, *47; cure for moral blindness.... *65 

Ikitiatost dxgbbk, 38-75; — examination and duties of offic^irs, 39; 
address of Noble Grand, 41; ode, 42; prayer, 43; order of business 
and general instructions, 44; regalia, 45; examination of candidate 
and questions asked, 47; pledge of secrecy, 48; preparation of lodge- 
room for the initiation and conductor's charge, 49; initiatory ceremo- 
ny ** leads to primary truth," **man In darkness and chains,'^ 50; 
coffined corpse, 51; contract with candidate, 54; Noble Grand's 
charge, 56; secret work, 58, 66 and 67; significance of the ceremonies, 

60; Past Grand's charge, 01; closing ceremonies, 68, 69; Analysis 70-75 

Instructions to candidate 58 

Introduction, to this volume, 12-20; of Odd -fellowship into America.. 21 

JUSTICE, administered impartially among Odd-fellows 134, and *134 

Justification of lodgery, attempted 61 

LARGEST order existing *95 
Laws of Odd-fellowship, on changes of ritual, 28; on the admission of 

infidels and on temperance 229 

Liberty of the virtuous when freed from sin *. 60 

Literature, present anti- secrecy, commenced. 27 

* • Lofty as human thought," Odd-fellowship Is *113 

Lodge of neighbors. Illustration of » . . . . 72 

Lodges gateways of perdition. . . .• 75 

Lt^dge titles, pompous 31 

Losses of the order In membership 26 ; 1877-1879, ♦197 

MACKNIGHT on the ancient Mysteries 14 ' 

* * Man In darkness and in chains " 50 

Masonic theism the religion of Odd-fellowship 202 

Membership, who are eligible 38, 32 

Menace against government 32 

Mental debauches, Initiations are 71 

Methods, improper. In initiations ♦163 

Milleimlum, through Odd-fellowship 16 ; ^86; ♦ISl ; 196 

Mimic Journey to heaven. . ; 226 

* ' Miniature representation of fraternity **. - 84 

Modem Odd-fellowship an American InstltMion 47 

Modern parallels to ancient Mysteries 14, 101 

Moral and intellectual welfare of candidate . . 1*24 

Moral blindness. Initiation a cure for ^65 

* * Morals that will give ultimate rest " taught 204 

Morgan abduction, effect upon Odd-fellowship 27 

Mortality, candidate made to realize by cofibied corpse l.^«. *51 
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Moses 114 

Most Excellent High Priest 154 

*' Mutual assiataaoe'^ the central link lU 

JiyBterleBt ancient, Macknlght on the, 14; modern parallels to 14, lul 



NATIONAL Christian Association opposed to secretism formed S7 
Nature of questions asked of candidates '. . . .47, *4S 

New lodges, steps for establishing *3S 

Nihilism 101 

Noble Grand called High Priest Aaron 1^ 

Nonsense, Odd-fellowship not alone. •• 74 







ATHS, wrong, must be confessed <>i 

Object, of the order, 81; of signs an^ passwords, *<iO; of the Golden 

Rule degree *< l^ 

Obligation; Is mutual, *85; of Initiatory degree. 48, 54; Friendship 
degree, 85; Brotherly Love degree, 104; Truth degree, 123; Patriarch- 
al degree, 166; Golden Rule degree, 187: Royal Purple degree, d05; 

Rebekah degree : 244 

Odes, Rebekah degree 2:39, 252 

Odd-fellow, singularity of name .*5*>, *108 

Odd-fellowship, modern an American Institution, 49; largest order ex- 
isting, *95; hidden name In the white stone, *a perfect financial sys- 
tem of dues apd benefits, 96 : depends on the Bible for its Ideas of 
ylrtue, 115; a priestly order, 134; teaches a millennial period through 

its doctrines 16, ♦86, *131. 1% 

Old Odd-fellows suspended when unable to pay dues, *113; hardships 

of ♦Ua, *114 

Opening ceremonies similar in all degrees. . . . , '•(> 

Oraclesf ancient. 2i)J 

Origin of Odd-fellowship *38, *'S^ 

Original purpose of the order * Si 

PASTOR'S opinion of lodgery 1 16 
Patbiabohal DKORKx: — plan of lodge-room, 160; regalia, 161; prepara- 
tion of candidate. Journey through wilderness, 162, 163; candidate 
examined in the secret work, 165; obligation, 166; proposed sacrifice 
—^ of the candidate, 170-172; secret work, 173, 174; instructions to can- 

'^ didate, regalia and charge, 17&-179; Analysis 180, ISl 

• • Pay as you go " 117, ♦156 

Pecuniary benefits not the important object 109 

Pilgrim's scrip and staff 219 

Plan, of subordinate lodge-room, 46; of encampment -room, 150; of 
encampment-room for Patriarchal degree, 160; of encampment -room 

for Golden Rule degree , Iffi 

Popish and Odd -fellow tactics for managing men .• 70 

Power of secretism over men, explanation of 74 

Power of toggery 72 

Powers of subordinate lodges ► ♦lol 

Prayer; Chrlstless, ordered by Grand Lodge, 35, *48, (see also under 
^*Chri8tles8 ''); not admissible in subordinate lodge inltlfttions, ^liM; 
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ipment opened and closed with prayer, *1B8; encampment open- 
ing prayer, 155; encampn^ent closing prayer, Boyal Purple degree, 

223; prayer Bebekah degree ^6 

^PrieBtandmonarch'*witl^ truth in the soul ' *130 

"Priestly Order*' 124 

Proclus on the apcient Mysteries 14 

Product of greed and ambition v 88 

Progress; early, of the order In America, 22; obstructed by the charac- 
ter of the members and the name of the order . . 48 

Protect a brother, the true Odd -fellow will, In peace or war. •128 

Purpose of Odd-fellowship • 21 

Pythian damael at tbe Oracle of Delphi 269 

QX7ALIFICATI0HS of candidate, «49; for Bebekah degree 288 
Questions asked the candidate, Initiatory degree, 47; of a religions and 

insurance nature *47 

Quiver and bow. 128, the trae Odd-fellow will tOways protect a brother «128 

RAISING or reducing the lodge 81 
Bank of former Odd-fellows under the reylsed ritual 102 

Bebekah degree conferred without 9harge *233 

BxBSKAH DEORXx: — quallflcatlons for membership. *238; male mem- 
bers may be a large majority. Daughter's standing depen'ds upon that 
of hei^ husband, not genuine Odd -fellowship, 286;* obligation, 244; 
secret work, 245, 246; badges presented, 254; closing ceremonies, 

256 ; An al y 8l s 257-260 

Begalla, Grosh's defense of, 88, *46, '* not expended in vain,*' *168; one 

use of It to warn against Judging from appearances T *79 

Begeneratlon, initiation corresponds to 18 

Belief not bcneyolence, but paid from a common fund *43 

Bellglon, Odd-fellowship a Ghrlstless, 84; of Odd-fellowship Masonic 

theism 202 

Beliglons, all kinds united around the altar of Odd-fellowship *158, *193 

Bellglous element becomes prominent before an'order grows 101 

Bemedy, this book for Odd -fellowship 20 

Beport of Sovereign Grand Lodge, 1860, items from 26 

Besidence of Grand Secretary S. G. L 88 

Besurrection through Odd-fellowship taught ♦60, •IW, *ll3,,fasii„ 

•135, 186.*136and 9 .,.fi,!204 

Best to the soul 19. 204 

Bevlsed, ritual In 1880,20; 1844 24 

Bicb and poor, paid equal benefits, 84, *40; rich get the benefits and the 

poor pay the dues in certain cases 183 

BItual, of this work adopted 1880, 20, «47; revised 1^1844. 24; law in 
regard to revisions, 28; revised at Toronto, 1880, 28; old ritual ille- 

gal,28; that of 1880 in eflfect January 1881 *152 

*' Rough usage" 825 

BoYAii Pdbplk dxgbkx: — regalia and fixtures, 203; obligation, 206; 
Journey of cuididate through the wilderness, 207-213; High Priest's 
address on perseverance, virtue, etc, 314; secret work, 216; instruc- 
tlona to candidate, 217; emblems, 218-221 ; closing ceremojiiea, 928, 
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234; Analysis S95-23S 

SABBATH, degrees conferred on the 2d, *77 
Sacrilegious use of Bible narratives % 

Satan the god .of this world, 12; hU caricature of salvaflon, 15; Christ 

against 17 

Scales and sword, emblem of Justice (administered impartially among 

Odd-ffllows) and equity 134 

Scarlet color; in Odd-fellowship, the Papacy and Beyelations, 145; in 

the Jewish priesthood and Odd -fellowship , 124, *VU 

Scarlet woman of .Revelations the representative of all false worships, 

including Odd-fellowship 146 

Scripture narratives s^rileglously used, 99; requires confession of 

wrong oaths 37 

Scythe, emblem of time and death; 198; eternal life attained through 

death to sin •128 

Secret orders; all are false worships, 12; all akin, 13; counterfeits of 

Christianity 13 

Secret work of all the degrees 261-272 

Selfishness, freeing men from 35 

Serpent, emblem of wisdom. 133; brazen serpent of Moses *13S 

Shakespeare's portrait of Odd>fellowship 98 

Significance, each ceremony has a deep *56 

• Sin, lodge abhorrence of, *127; death to 123 

Skull and cross-bones, 127; ^^ creates an abhorrence of six " *127 

Song, early, 16; parting, Initiatory degree, 68; drinking chorus 181 

Soul adultery 15 

Sovereign Grand Lodge ; name taken and items from report, 26 ; right 

to interfere in finances of subordinate lodges, *151; has power over 

individual Odd-fellows, ^22 ; alone can change ritual 28 

Spiritual influence of Odd -fellowship 71 

Statistics of the order; in 1867, 95; for 1880, 26; 1829 to 1867, 49; 1877 

to 1 879 ... •. ♦ 197 

Stealing the livery of heaven T. 116 

Stolen, Bible symbols 19 

Strangers admitted on cards without password *41 

Submissive and busy. Popish and Odd -fellow tactics 71 

Subordinate lodges, powers of *151 

Subjugation of men 70 

8ub^'-'Miiate lodge-room, plan of. 46 

Suflei Ing humanity, candidate bound to *51 

Suhimary of character and history 29 

Superficial Odd -fellows, only, satisfied with mere forms without mean- 
ings ♦m 

Symbols, Scripture, stolen by Odd-fellowship 19 

TABLES of stone, 220; emblem of divine government ♦220 
Tamerlane's three arts of subjugation and Odd -fellowship's parallel. . . 70 

Teaching moral duties the most important object *112 

Temperance, 30; In a Chicago lodge, 31 ; temperance character of the 

order, laws regarding the sale of liquor, eta. . 229; songs 16, 181 

Tent, 219; emblem of hospitality tgl9 
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Theism the reltETloti of Odd-fellowsbip , SOS 

Three great religions, whose folio wera "are all brethren" 220 

Three links, emblem of F. L. & T 126 

Three pillars, 216; emblem of Faith, Hope and Charity 218 

Toireery and masks, power of 73 

Toleration, *i 98; to bring a millennium 196, 197 

Traffic In Intoxicating liquors permitted 229 

Treason to human language 117 

** True brotherhood of man " taught *84 

T<tuTH 'i>KOBXB: — general Instructions, 119; ^emblematic colors, 120; 
obligation, 122; regalia, 123; scarlet the color, symbols— all -seeing 
eye, three links, skull and cross-bones, scythe, quiver and bow, — of 
Brotherly Love degree, the axe, heart and hand, globes, ark, serpent, 
scales and sword, Bible, and coffin, 126-136; secret work. 138-141; 

Analysis .". ' 142-148 

Truth the Imperial ylrtne, 190; the great object of researches, 121; 

omnipotent 122 

ULTIMATE rest promised , . 204 

Union, of English and American Odd-lollo ws, refused 25 

United, all religions around^he alrar of Odd- fellowship 158 

United Brethren Church secrecy Issue ... liT 

" United In work and suffering " ♦Ill 

Unity In hatred of Christ 200 

Use of Scripture narratlTcs 99 

"I TOTING, in the encampment 156 

WARNINGS, Bible, against secretlsm, 17; against Odd-fellowship, must 

be given by members 36 

Weaning men's hearts to false allegiance 71 

WhUe-sklnned beliefs welcome +193 

Woman, condition of under false religions 259 

Women excluded 236 

Women, excluded from real Odd-fellowship 22 

World needing the work of the order, and freed from sin by its princi- 
ples 131 

Wrong oaths must be confessed 86 
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FREEMASONRY ILLUSTRATED. 

A COMPLKTIE KXF08ITI0N OF THS 8SVKN DXBBKKS OF THX 

m 

BLUE LODGE AND CHAPTER. 

PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 

A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE INSTITUTION AND A CRITICAL 
ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTER OF EACH DEGREE, BY 

Ppi. J. BLANCHAUP OF WHEATOIf^ COLLEGE. 

Monitorial Quotations and nearly Fonr Hundred Notes from Standard Mason* 
Ic AiuhoritiCB, confirm the truthfulness of this Exposition and 
show the character of Masonic Teaching and Doctrine. 

Thk Aoouracy of this Exposition Lxoallt Attkstbd by 



J. O. Doeebnrg, Past Master Unity □ No. IW, Holland, Mich., and Others. 

THIS is the latest, most accurate and complete Exposition of Bine Lodge 
and Chapter Masonry. 

OVER ONE HUNDRED ILLUSTRATIONS, 
Several of tbnm full page, give a pictorial representation of the Lodge- 
Room, Chapter and principal ceremonies of the degrees, with the dress of 
candidates. Signs, Grips, etc. 

Coinplet« Work of 64U pages, in cloth. Single Copy, il 00. P«r doien $9 00. Per knndred, f 60. 
t'oinpUte Work, pap«r cover. Single copy 60 centa. Per doien $6 50. Per handred |3ft. 
First Three Degree! (37A paget) in clotli 76 cent*. Per dozen, $1 00. Per hundred $45, 
First Three Degrees (376 pages) paper cover, 40 cents. Per dflMn $4 00. Per hundred $25. 

^*The Masonic Quotations are worth the price of this book. 



KNIGHT TEMPLARTSM ILLUSTRATED. 

A Full Illustrated Ritual of the six degrees of the Council and Commandery, 
comprising the degrees of Royal Master, Select Master, Super-Excellent 
Master, Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta. A boolc 
of 341 pages. In cloth $1.00. $8. 50 per dozen . 160.00 per 100. 
Paper covers, 50 cents. $4.00 per dozen. $30.00 per 100. 

REVISED ODD-FELLOWSHIP ILLUSTRATED. 

THE COMPLBTB RBVISBD BITUAL OF THB LODGB, BXOAMPMBNT AXD BBBBKA.H 
(ladibs') dbgbbbs, pbofusbly illustbatbd, and gruaranteed to be strijctly 
accurate, with a sketch of the origin, history and character of the Order, over 
one hundred foot-note quotations from standard authorities, showing the char- 
acter and teachings of the order, and an analysis of each degree by President 
J. Blanchard. This ritual corresponds exactly with the *' Charge Books " fur- 
nished by the Sovereign Grand Lodge. 
In Cloth, single copy, $1.00; per doz., $8.00; per 100, $50.00. 
In Paper Cover, single copy, SOcts; per doz., H-00; per 100, $25.00. 



KNIGHTS OP PYTHIAS ILLUSTRATED. 

BY A PAST CHANCELLOR. A Full Illustrated Exposition of tho Three? 
Ranks of the order with the addition of the "Amended, Perfected and Am- 
plified Third Rank." The Lodge Room, Signs, Countersigns, Grips, etc., arc 
shown by Engravings. 25cta. each. Per dozen $2. 00. Per 100$10.00. 

UNITED SONS OF INDUSTRY ILLUSTRATED. 

A PULL AND COMPLETE Illustfated Ritnal of the secret trades-union of 
the above name, giving the signs, grips, passwords, etc. 
Single copy, 15 cents; per dozen, $1.25; per hundred, $6.00. 

GOOD TEMPLARISM ILLlJsTRATED. 

A FULL and accurate exposition of the degrees of the Lodge, Temple and 
Council, with engravings showing the Signs, Grips, etc. 

Single Copy 25 cents. Per dozen $2. 00. Per 100 $10.00. 

EXPOSITION OF THE GRANGE. 

EDITED BY REV. A. W. GEESLIN. Illustrated with Engravings, showing 
Lodge Room, Signs, Signals, etc. 

Single Copy, 25 cents. Per dozen $2. 00. Per 100 $10. 00. 

RITUAL OF THE G. A. OF THE REPUBLIC. 

WITH SIGNS OF RECOGNITION, PASS WORDS, GRIPS, Etc, and the 
RITQAL of the MACHINISTS' AND BLACKSMITHS' UNION. 
(The two bound together.) 

Single Copy 10 cents. Per dozen 75 cents. Per 100 $4. 00. 

FIVE RITUALS BOUND TOGETHER. 

* •Odd-fellowship Illustrated," *'KnIghts of Pythias Illustrated," *'Good 
Templarisra Illustrated, " . * 'Exposition of the Grange," and "Ritnal of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, " are sold bound together in cloth, for $1.00. Per 
dozen, $9. 00. Per 100 $60. 00. 

TEMPLE OF HONOR ILLUSTRATED . 

A Full and Complete Illustrated Ritual of f*The Templars of Honor and Tem- 
perance" commonly called the Temple of Honor, a Historical Sketch of the 
order and an analysis of Its Character. A Complete Exposition of the Subordi- 
nate Temple and the Degrees of Love, Purity and Fidelity, By a Templar of 
Fidelity and Past Worthy Chief Templar. 

Single Copy, 25ctB. Per Doz. $3,00. Per 100 $12.00. 

ADOPTIVE MASONRY ILLUSTRATED. 

A Full and Complete Illustrated Ritual of the Five Degrees of Female Fbke- 
MASONRY, By Thomas Lowe; Comprising the Degrees of Jephthah's, Daugh- 
ter, Ruth, Esther, Martha and Electa, and known as tho Daughter's Degree, 
Widow's Degree, Wife's Degree, Sister's Degree and The Benevolent Degree. . 
Single Copy, 20 cts. Per Doz. $1. 75. Per 100 $9. 00. 

FREEMASONRY EXPOSED. 

BY CAP'T. WILLIAM MORGAN. The Genuine old Morgan Book:— re- 
published, with Engravings, showing the Lodge Room, Dress of Candidates, 
Signs, Due Guards Grips, etc. 

This revelation Is so accurate that Freemasons mnrderedthe author for writing 
It. Thousands have testified to the correctness of the revelation, and this book, 
therefore, sells very rapidly. 26 cts. each. Per dozen, $2.00. Per 100 $10. 00. 

THE BROKEN SEAL 

OR PERSONAL REMINISCENCES OF THE ABDUCTION AND MURDER 
ofCap't. Wm. Moboax. By Samuel D. Greene. One of the most interest- 
ing books ever published. In cloth 75 cents. Per doz. $7.50. Per 100 $40.00. 
Paper covers 40 cents. Per dozen, $3.50. Per 100 $20.00. 

FINNEY ON MASONRY. 

THE CHARACTER, CLAIMS. AND PRACTICAL WORKINGS OF FREE- 
MASONRY. By Prest. Charles G. Finney, of Oberlln College. President 
Finney was a ' 'Bright Mason, " but left the lodge when he became a Christian. 
This book has opened the eyes of multitudes. Paper cover 35 cts. Per doz. $3.50 
Per 100 $80.00. In cloth 75 cts. Per doz. $7 50. Per 100|40.00. 



SEBMON ON ODD-FEILOWSHIP, 

AND OTHER SECRET SOCIETIES, Bt Riv. J. Sarver, Pastor Bvangeli- 
cat Lutheran Churchy Leechbarg. Pa. This is a very clear argnment 
against Secretism of all forms and the daty to (^sfellowship. Odd-fellows, 
Freemasons, Knights of Fj^thiaa and Grangers, is clearly Bhown by their 
confessed character as found in their own publications. 
Single Copy, lOcts. 

OATHS AND PENALTIES OP FREEMASONRY, 

As PROVED IN COURT IN THE NEW BERLIN TRIAL. Also the letter 
of Hon. Richard Rush, to the Anti-masonic Committee of Yerk Co., Pa., 
May 4th 1831. The New Berlin Trials began in the attempt of Freemasons to 
prevent PUBLIC INITIATIONS BY SECEDING MASONS. These trials 
were held at New Berlin, Chenango Co. N. Y., April 13 and 14th, 1831 
GENERAL AUGUSTUS C. WELSH, Sheriff of the County and other adher 
ing Freemasons Swore to the truthful revelation of the Oaths and Penalties. 
Single Copy, lOcts. 

SERMON ON MASONRY, 

BY REV. JAMES WILLIAMS. Presiding Elder of Dakota District North- 
western Iowa Conference, M. E. Church,— a Seceding Master Mason. 
Published at the special request of the nine clergyuieu of different denom- 
inations, and others. ^ 
Single copy, lOcts. 

SERMON ON MASONRY, 

BY REV W. P. M'NARY, paster United Presbyterian Church, Blooming- 
ton, Ind. 
This is a very clear, thorough, candid and remarkably concise Scriptural 
argument on the character of Freemasonry. 
Single copy, $0 05. 

THIRTEEN REASONS, 

WHY A CHRISTIAN SHOULD NOT BE A FREEMASON. By Rev. 
Robert Armstrong. 
The author states his reasons clearly and carefully, and any one of the thir- 
teen reasons, if properly considered, will keep a Christian out of the lodge. 
Single copy, $0 05. 

FREEMASONRY A FOURFOLD CONSPIRACY, 

ADDRESS OF PRES'T. J. BLANCHARD, before the Pittsburgh ConTet 
tion. This is a most conyincing argument against the lodge. 

Single copy, $0 05. 

GRAND LODGE MASONRY. 

ITS RELATION TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND THE CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION. By Pres't. J. Blanchard, at the Monmouth Convention. 
The unchristian, anti-republican and despotic character of Freemasonry Is 
proved from the highest Masonic authorities. 
Single copy, $0 05. 

SERMON ON SECRETISM, 

BYREV.R. TllBO. CROSS, pastor Congregational Church, Hamilton, N.T. 
This is a very clear array oi the objections to Masonry that are apparent 
to all. 

Single copy, $0 05. 

FREEMASONRY CONTRARY TO THE CHRISTIAN RBIIOION, 

A CLEAR, CUTTING ARGUMENT AGAINST THB LODGE, from H 
JsL Christian stand point. 
/^fjigle copy, |0 00. 
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warn WAsmmi irron n mm mimm. 

TMb ifl a republication of Governor Joseph Ritner^s *^Vlndicaflon of 
General Waahintftan from the Stigma of adherence to Secret Societies^* 
oommnnicated to the Hoase of Representatiyes of Pennsylvania, March 8th, 
1837, at their spbcial request. 

To this is added the fact that three high masons were the only persons who 
opposed a vote of thanks to Washington on his retirement to private life, 
nndoahtedly, because they considered him a Seceding Freemason. 
Single copy lOcta. 

PREST H. H. GEORGE ON SECRET SOCIETIES, 

POWERFUL ADDRESS, showing clearly the3)uty of Christian Charehea 
to diefellowship Secret Societies. 10 cts. each. 

SERMON ON SECRET SOCIETIES, 

BY REV. DANIEL DOW, Woodstock, Conn. The special object of this 
Sermon is to show the right and duty of Christians to examine, into the 
h aracter of Secret Societies, no matter what object they profess to have. 
Single copy, $0 06. 

Prof.. J. G.CARSON, D. Di, ON SECRET SOCIETIES. 

A most convincing argument against fellowshiping Freemasons in the 
Christian Churah. lU cts. each. 

SECRECY V, 8. THE FAMILY, STATE AND CHURCH 

BY REV. M. S. DRURY. The antagonism of Organized Secrecy with the 
welfare of the Family, State and Church is clearly shown, lo cts. each. 

Oaths and Penalties of the 33 Degrees of Freemasonxy. 

irio get these thirty-three degrees of Masonic bondage, the Candidate takes 
L half a million horrible Oaths. 
15 cents each. 

ARE MASONIC OATHS BINDING ON THE INITIATE 
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Y REV. A. L. POST, Proof of the sinfulness of such Oaths and the 
consequent duty of all who have taken them to openly Repudiate them 

Single eopy 5 cents. 

SECRET SOCIETIES. . 

A DISCUSSION OF THEIR CHARACTER AND CLAIMS. 

Y REV. DAVID Mo DILL; PRBS'T. 3. BLANCHARD, and RfeV. 
_ IBDWARD BEECUER. Each of these able writers in clear forcible 
language treats the subject in one or more of its varied phases. Rev. 
David Mc Dill in Six Chapters treataof 1 ''Their Antiquity.'*— 2 ''Their 
Secrecy."— 8 "Oaths and Promises,"— 4 *'I*rofaneness."--5 "Their Exclnsiye- 
uess."— 6 "False Claims." Prest. Blanchard handles the topic: ''Shf^U 
Christians ioin Secret Societies?" in a masterly way, showing clearly that 
they are all opposed to the genius of Christianity: and Dr. Beecher closes 
with his report on Secret Societies, which was adopted by the Congrega- 
tional Association of Illinois at Ottawa lii> 1866. 

Single Copy in Cloth, 8& cents. Single Copy, Paper Cover 16 cents. 

ODD-FELLOWSHIP JUDGED. 

BY ITS CWN UTTERANCES; 
Its Doctrinb and Practice Examined in the Light op God's Wobd. 

BY BEV. J. H. BROCKMAM. This Is an exceedingly Interesting, clear dis- 
cussion of the character of Odd-Fellowship in the form of a dialogue, 
Single Copy, Paper Covers 25 cts. Per Doz, 12.00. Per 100 $10.00. 
Single Copy In Cloth, 50 cts. Per Dozen, $4.00. Per 100125.00. 
German Edition entitled Christian and Ernst, paper covers 60 cents each. ThQ 
^rman Edition is published by the author. 



OTHER ANTIMASONIC PUBLICATIONS. 

Beraard'B Light on Masonry and Odd-fellowship •$! . BO 

*' only (paper covers ) 75 

Appendix to Bernard's Light on Masonry .^ 

Steam's Inquiry into Freemasonry, (Gloth) W 

'• " '* " (paper covers,) 40 

'' Letters on Masonry .90 

Steam's Review of two Masonic Addresses 10 

Freemasonry Self -condemned, Jby Rev. J. W. Bain 80 

A Maoonlc Conspiracy, Resulting in a Fraudulent Divorce 90 

STANDARD* MASONIC BOOKS. 

Morris's Dictionary of Freemasonry 8.00 

Mackey's Lexicon of Freemasonry 3.00 

" Masonic Ritualist 1.26 

Manual of the Lod^o 2.00 

'' Text-Book of Masonic Jurisprudence •. 2.50 

Webb's Monitor of Freemasonry Pocket Size .75 

Large Edition 1-50 

Sickle's Ahiman Jlezon and Freemasons Guide 2.00 

" Monitor (Cloth) 1.00 

" " (Tuck) 1.50 

Chase's Digest of Masonic Law 2.26 

Manual of The Bastem Star Degrees (Womens) 1.00 

Richardson's Monitor of Freemasonry, (Cloth ) 1.25 

(Paper) 75 

Duncan's Ritual and Monitor of Freemasonry 2.50 

AUyn'a Ritual of Masonry 5.00 

*The last three on this liRt though extensively used in the Lodge are not 
publicly acknowledged as Masonic Authority. 
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